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INTRODUCTION. 


COUNTY  HEALTH  OFFICES, 
LLWYNEGRIN, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Flintshire  County  Council. 


MOLD, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  the  past,  many  of  the  difficulties  and  shortcomings  of  the  health 
service  as  a whole  have  been  due  to  lack  of  cohesion  of  the  various  parts  of 
the  service,  and  also  lack  of  forward  planning  of  the  service  as  a whole. 
Forward  planning  of  a changing  service  is  not  an  easy  matter  and  there  have 
been  many  important  changes  in  the  medical  field  since  1948.  It  would 
be  easier  to  plan  ahead  if  the  three  parts  of  the  health  service  were  working 
so  close  that  lines  of  demarcation  were  imperceptible — but  this  has  not  yet 
been  achieved— although  co-operation  is  probably  better  now  than  it  has  ever 
been.  The  County  Health  Committee  continued  during  the  year  to  ascer- 
tain the  needs  of  General  Practitioners  and  to  modify  its  services  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  to  meet  these  needs  wherever  possible.  In 
planning  for  the  future  the  County  Health  Committee  will  consult  General 
Practitioners  and  the  Hospital  Management  Committees  concerned  from  the 
outset  and  it  is  a pity  that  hospitals  are  planning  their  services  without,  so 
far,  any  consultation  with  General  Practitioners  or  the  County  Council. 


It  is  natural  that  many  important  developments  occurred  in  the  field 
of  mental  health  during  the  year,  the  first  full  year  of  working  under  the 
Mental  Health  Act,  1959. 


Full  details  of  the  work  done  are  contained  in  the  body  of  the  report 
and,  also,  reference  to  broad  trends  will  be  made  here.  During  the  year 
the  majority  of  mentally  ill  patients  entered  hospital  for  treatment  as  in- 
formal patients  with  a consequent  fall  in  the  need  for  instituting  statutory 
procedures.  Far  more  requests  for  advice  and  help  have  been  received  this 
year  .from  patients  and  relatives,  particularly  when  patients  are  discharged 
from  hospital.  The  extra  work  involved  has  again  drawn  attention  to  the 
need  for  adequate  training  of  Mental  Welfare  Officers,  as  not  only  is  there 
an  increase  in  the  work  but  also  the  nature  of  the  work  demands  greater 
skill  and  training.  Many  subnormal  patients  are  now  encouraged  to  leave 
hospitals  and  settle  in  the  community  and  this  entails  a considerable  amount 
of  support  and  after-care  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  Health  Visitors. 


During  the  year  every  opportunity  was  taken  to  see  the  .services  pro- 
vided for  the  mentally  ill  by  other  Local  Health  Authorities,  and  visits 
were  paid  to  Leeds,  Bolton  and  Lancashire  during  the  vear.  It  becomes 
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very  clear  that  the  key  worker  in  the  Local  Health  Authority  Service  for 
the  mentally  ill  is  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer,  and  here  there  is  an  acute 
shortage  of  trained  staff,  and  an  equally  acute  shortage  of  training  facilities 
for  existing  staff. 

A great  deal  of  good  work  continues  to  be  done  by  the  district  nurses 
and  midwives.  Although  the  nature  of  their  duties  have  undergone  change, 
the  volume  of  work  remains  very  high. 

In  recent  years  there  has  been  a gradual  increase  in  the  number  of 
nursing  visits  to  the  aged  and  infirm  at  home.  Not  only  is  skilled  nursing 
needed,  but  a great  deal  of  rehabilitation  is  also  undertaken  as  part  of  home 
nursing  care.  Very  few  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  now  nursed  at  home,  but 
many  children  and  adults  with  common  infectious  illnesses  now  remain  at 
home  under  the  care  of  the  district  nurse.  Nurses  continue  to  visit  medical 
and  surgical  cases  at  home  and  in  recent  years  have  increased  their  visits 
to  sick  children  nursed  at  home.  During  the  year  the  County  was  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  a practical  training  centre  for  the  training  of 
nurses  in  district  work  leading  to  the  National  Certificate  of  District  Nurs- 
ing and  also  qualifying  for  admission  to  the  Queen’s  Register  of  District 
Nurses. 

During  the  year  a meeting  was  called  at  Chester  with  a view  to  forming 
a Marriage  Guidance  Council  for  Chester  and  North  Wales  and  I was  in- 
vited to  attend  this  exploratory  meeting.  All  present  felt  that  there  was  a 
real  need  fcr  a Marriage  Guidance  Council  in  the  area  and  steps  were  taken 
to  establish  a Council  for  the  area.  A great  deal  of  hard  work  was  entailed 
in  setting  up  the  Council  which  was  finally  established  in  November  at  a 
public  meeting  held  at  Chester  Town  Hall. 

During  the  year  developments  continued  in  the  programme  of  polio- 
myelitis vaccination  and  these  were  all  implemented  in  the  County.  In 
January,  the  Minister  of  Health  announced  that  persons  over  forty  years 
of  age  could  be  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  by  General  Practitioners 
with  vaccine  obtained  from  chemists  and  not  from  Local  Health  Authorities. 
Later,  in  April,  it  was  recommended  that  a fourth  dose  of  vaccine  be  given 
to  children  between  five  and  eleven  years  of  age  who  had  already  received 
three  doses.  Work  on  this  was  immediately  started  by  giving  the  fourth 
dose  to  children  at  school  and  by  the  end  of  July  all  children  who  were 
eligible  for  a fourth  dose  had  been  vaccinated  and,  in  all,  a total  of  10,296 
children. 

The  Minister  of  Health  announced  in  October  that  Sabin  poliomyelitis 
vaccine  given  by  mouth  had  been  proved  safe  and  effective  against  polio- 
myelitis and  would  become  available  for  use  in  the  near  future.  However, 
no  Sabin  vaccine  had  been  issued  for  vaccination  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  1961,  89.5  % of  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  had 
been  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  and  49.1  % of  persons  between  fifteen 
and  forty  years  of  age. 
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In  the  early  part  of  1961  we  had  an  influenza  epidemic — the  illness 
being  of  the  Asian  variety.  As  expected,  the  illness  swept  rapidly  throu^ 
the  County,  mainly  affecting  children.  The  epidemic  gradually  died  dciWn 
in  March  and  there  were  few  serious  complications  of  influenza  but,  as  ex- 
pected, some  elderly  and  infirm  persons  who  contracted  influenza  died  of 
the  illness.  This  does  not  mean  that  the  influenza  was  itself  a serious  ebn- 
dition  but  that  it  proved  serious  to  the  aged  and  feeble  with  poor  resistance 
to  infection.  In  fact,  the  epidemic  of  influenza  was,  in  my  opinion,  respon- 
sible for  the  considerable  rise  in  deaths  due  to  other  respiratory  conditions, 
notably  pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  both  conditions  again  more  prevalent  in 
the  elderly. 

In  the  Ambulance  Service,  the  most  notable  event  of  the  year  was  the 
opening  of  the  new  County  Ambulance  Headquarters  at  Mold  in  April  by 
Alderman  Moyle,  the  Chairman  of  the  County  Council.  The  Headquarters 
provides  a centre  for  all  aspects  of  the  service,  operational  and  administrative, 
maintenance  and  training.  This  is  the  first  time  that  the  service  has  beeh 
administered  from  one  centre  and  already  the  improvement  in  efficiency  has 
become  apparent.  The  new  Ambulance  Headquarters  is  a pleasing,  modern 
building  incorporating  ideas  found  to  be  of  value  in  other  areas,  and  has 
adequate  space  for  the  ambulance  control,  administrative  and  operatiOiihl 
staff.  Provision  has  been  made  at  the  Ambulance  Headquarters'  for  the 
storage  of  welfare  foods  for  the  Eastern  half  of  the  County  and  for  the  arek 
Mental  Welfare  Officer  and  Area  Welfare  Officer. 

Flintshire  has  very  popular  seaside  resorts  at  Rhyl  and  Prestatyn  ahd 
the  surrounding  countryside  attracts  a large  number  of  holidaymakers  in 
caravans,  camps,  tents,  etc.  It  is  estimated  that  the  summer  population  of 
the  North  West  sector  of  the  County  is  over  four  times  the  winter  popula- 
tion. The  summer  population  is  estimated  at  140,000  ; the  winter  population 
32,000.  This  presents  considerable  problems  in  the  provision  of  adequate 
county  health  services — especially  ambulance  cover,  home  nursing,  home 
helps  and  clinic  services,  including  welfare  foods  during  the  summer  months. 
The  main  problem  is  to  meet  summer  demands  in  a reasonably  economic 
manner  without  additional  full-time  staff,  and  so  far  this  has  been  done 
and  adequate  services  provided.  Any  marked  extension  of  holiday  facilities 
in  this  part  of  the  County  will,  however,  mean  that  special  and  separate 
arrangements  will  have  to  be  made  to  deal  with  the  health  services  referred 
to  above  during  the  summer  months  if  the  demand  is  to  be  met  and,  at 
the  same  time,  the  services  to  the  resident  population  are  to  be  maintained. 

In  May,  1961,  the  Local  Government  Commission  for  Wales  issued  its 
draft  proposals  concerning  changes  in  County  and  County  Borough  structure 
of  the  Principality.  Concerning  Flintshire,  the  draft  proposals  recommended 
combining  with  Denbighshire  and  Montgomeryshire  to  form  a new  North 
East  Wales  County  with  an  acreage  of  1,133,900  and  a population  of  362,000. 
The  Commission  point  out  that  the  health  and  welfare  services  are  critically 


dependent  upon  the  variety  and  calibre  of  staff.  They  also  point  out  that 
with  more  complex  services  that  specialist  staff  should  be  available  to  direct 
and  assist  other  workers.  They  go  on  to  argue  that  with  future  services 
in  health  and  welfare  that  few  existing  counties  could  attract  the  skilled 
staff  necessary  for  this  work,  and  even  if  they  could  it  would  be  costly  and 
uneconomic.  All  this,  they  point  out,  favours  combining  the  three  counties. 
The  County  Council  opposed  the  proposals  and  pointed  out  that  Flintshire 
was  a progressive  authority  of  adequate  size  and  with  adequate  resources 
to  meet  future  envisaged  developments  in  the  health  and  other  services. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  no  further  development  had  taken  place.  I con- 
sider it  is  very  important  that  the  final  recommendations  of  the  Commission 
should  be  formulated  quickly  and  dealt  with  as  the  present  uncertainty  about 
the  future  of  the  County  as  an  administrative  unit  is  having  a very  adverse 
effect  on  the  recruitment  of  senior  staff  to  the  Health  Department,  and  as 
such  is  interfering  with  the  quality  of  the  services  given  by  the  Department 
to  the  public. 

As  members  of  the  Health  Committee  will  know,  services  under  Part  IV 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1946,  are  administered  in  part  by  the  County 
Welfare  Officer  and  in  part  by  the  Health  Department.  The  Health  Depart- 
ment being  responsible  for  the  services  for  the  blind,  deaf,  dumb  and 
generally  handicapped.  Naturally  there  is  close  liaison  between  the  two 
departments  in  the  administration  of  these  services  and  for  this  reason  the 
report  of  the  County  Welfare  Officer  for  1961  is  incorporated  in  my  report 
and  follows  on  the  section  of  the  report  dealing  with  duties  under  Sections 
29  and  30  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1946.  In  this  way  the  duties  of 
the  County  Council  under  the  National  Assistance  Act  are  brought  together 
in  our  report  and  make  it  easier  to  follow  the  detailed  services  provided 
by  the  County  Council  under  the  National  Assistance  Act. 


STAFF  CHANGES. 

Medical : 

Dr.  E.  H.  Annels,  Deputy  County  Medical  Officer,  left  on  4th  June, 
1961,  to  take  up  a senior  appointment  with  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

Dr.  G.  F.  Devey  (formerly  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer),  was  appointed 
to  succeed  Dr.  E.  H.  Annels  as  Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  and 
took  up  his  appointment  on  5th  June,  1961.  He  resigned  this  appoint- 
ment, however,  and  terminated  his  service  on  31st  December,  1961. 

Dr.  D.  P.  W.  Roberts  was  appointed  to  succeed  Dr.  R.  Rhydwen  as 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  (and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Rhyl  Urban,  Prestatyn  Urban  and  St.  Asaph  Rural  Districts).  He  took 
up  his  duties  on  1st  March,  1961, 


Dr.  L.  Munro  was  appointed  to  the  post  of  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  vacated  by  Dr.  G.  F.  Devey  and  commenced  duty  on  1st  Septem- 
ber, 1961. 

Dental : 

Mr.  J.  W.  Eaves,  Dental  Officer,  resigned  his  appointment  and  termina- 
ted his  service  on  10th  February,  1961. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Pearse,  Dental  Officer,  commenced  duty  on  1st  September, 
1961. 

The  following  changes  occurred  also  in  the  Dental  Surgery  Assistants 
Staff  (formerly  known  as  Dental  Attendants)  : — 

Mrs.  M.  Price,  part-time  temporary  Dental  Surgery  Assistant,  left  the 
service  on  lOth  March,  1961. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Mills  commenced  duty  as  part-time  Dental  Surgery  Assis- 
tant on  16th  January,  1961. 

Miss  M.  K.  Williams  commenced  duty  as  full-time  Dental  Surgery 
Assistant  on  2nd  October,  1961. 

Nurses  and  Midwives  : 

The  following  District  Nurse/Midwives  retired  during  the  year  : — 

Mrs.  E.  Jones,  Caerwys  Distrist,  on  30/9/61. 

Miss  L.  V.  Williams,  Hope  District,  on  31/10/61. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Williams,  Leeswood  District,  on  31/12/61. 

Mrs.  B.  Coupe,  Caergwrle  District,  commenced  the  Health  Visitors’ 
Training  Course  on  31/8/61. 

The  following  resigned  their  appointments  on  the  dates  shown  : — 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Jones,  Rhyl  District,  on  15/3/61. 

Mrs.  C.  Peters,  Saltney  District,  on  18/9/61. 

Miss  L.  E.  H.  Twist,  Gwernaffield,  on  30/11/61. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Hayes,  Aston  District,  on  31/12/61. 

The  under-mentioned  Nurses  were  appointed  during  the  year  : — 

Miss  E.  Davies,  Nurse/Midwife,  Rhyl /Prestatyn  area,  commenced 
duty  on  4/9/61. 

Mrs.  A.  Davies,  Nurse/Midwife,  Caergwrle  District,  commenced 
duty  on  1/10/61. 

Miss  R.  A.  Sharp,  Relief  Nurse /Midwife,  Rhyl  District,  commenced 
duty  on  16/1/61. 
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Heal  til  Visitor /School  Nurses  : 

Mrs.  Janet  Thomas,  Health  Visitor/School  Nurse  for  the  Mold  District, 
retired  on  31st  December,  1961. 

Miss  M.  Williams,  formerly  Health  Visitor  for  Shotton  District,  was 
appointed  Senior  Health  Visitor  for  the  Eastern  area  of  the  County  to 
be  based  at  Mold.  She  therefore  terminated  her  appointment  as  Health 
Visitor  for  Shotton  on  31st  December,  1961,  to  take  up  her  new  duties 
on  1st  January,  1962. 

Mrs.  1.  M.  Beedles,  Tuberculosis  Visitor  for  the  Eastern  half  of  the 
County,  resigned  her  appointment  and  left  the  Service  on  16th  Decem- 
ber, 1961. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Jones,  who  was  appointed  temporary  Health  Visitor/ 
School  Nurse  for  Buckley  District  on  9th  October,  1961,  was  transferred 
to  the  permanent  appointment  at  Shotton,  to  commence  duty  on  1st 
January,  1962. 


Mental  Health  Staff  : 

Mrs.  1.  Banks,  formerly  Temporary  Assistant  Supervisor,  County  Train- 
ing Centre,  Rhyl,  was  transferred  to  the  permanent  staff  on  1st  Decem- 
ber, 1961. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Jones  (nee  Hughes),  Assistant  Supervisor,  Training  Centre, 
left  on  22nd  December,  1961. 

Mrs.  C.  M.  George  commenced  duty  as  an  Assistant  Supervisor  at  the 
Training  Centre  on  1st  December,  1961. 

Miss  Margaret  Linda  Davies  was  appointed  Trainee  Assistant  at  the 
ITaining  Centre  and  commenced  duty  on  28th  August,  1961. 

Mrs.  B.  Howell  commenced  duty  as  Mental  Welfare  Officer  in  Rhyl  on 
1st  April,  1961. 

.Miss  Neris  Haf  Lloyd  Jones  appointed  as  Trainee  Mental  Welfare  Offi- 
cer on  1st  May,  1961.  She  was  authorised  by  the  County  Council  to  act 
as  a Mental  Welfare  Officer  as  from  1st  September,  1961,  and  is  now 
designated  Assistant  Mental  Welfare  Officer. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Arrowsmith  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Griffiths,  who  formerly  held 
dual  appointments  as  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  Welfare  Officers 
(National  Assistant  Act)  ceased  to  act  as  Mental  Welfare  Officers  on 
30th  November,  1961. 

Mr,  L Thomas,  commenced  duty  as  Mental  Welfare  Officer  for  Eastern 
area  on  1st  December,  1961. 


Ambulance  Service  : 

Information  regarding  the  Staff  of  the  Ambulance  Service  is  given  in 
detail  in  the  appropriate  Section  later  in  this  report. 
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Courses,  Conferences,  etc. : 

Particulars  of  Courses  and  Conferences  attended  by  members  of  the 
Health  Service  Staff  are  given  below  : — 

Medical  Officers : 

Dr.  G.  W.  Roberts — Royal  Society  of  Health  Annual  Conference, 
Blackpool,  April,  1961. 

Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health — Joint 
Symposium,  May,  1961. 

Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health — Joint 
Symposium,  October,  1961. 

Dental  Officers : 

Mr.  A.  Fielding — Dental  Annual  Conference,  Harrogate,  June,  1961. 

Meeting  of  Principal  Dental  Officers,  Wolverhamp- 
ton, October,  1961. 

Dental  Trades  Exhibition,  London,  October,  1961. 


Health  Visitors  : 

Miss  J.  S.  Rogers — Course  of  Administration,  William  Rathbone  Col- 
lege, Liverpool,  September-December,  1961. 

Miss  M.  Williams — Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  Bangor, 
August,  1961. 

Miss  G.  M.  Jones — Royal  College  of  Nursing,  Care  of  the  Aged, 
Birmingham,  March,  1961. 

Mrs.  I.  M.  M.  Beedles — Royal  College  of  Nursing — -Health  Visitors’ 
Refresher  Course,  London,  March,  1961. 

District  Nurse/Midwives  : 

Miss  M.  Hinchin — Midwifery  Post-graduate  Refresher  Course,  London, 
April,  1961. 

Mrs.  M.  Davies — Midwifery  Post-graduate  Refresher  Course,  London, 
April,  1961. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Gordon — Midwiferv  Post-graduate  Refresher  Course,  Harro- 
gate, October,  1961. 

Miss  R.  Owen — Midwifery  Post-graduate  Refresher  Course,  Harro- 
gate, October,  1961. 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Lloyd — Midwifery  Post-graduate  Refresher  Course,  Bangor, 
July,  1961. 

Miss  F.  M.  Higginson — Midwifery  Post-graduate  Refresher  Course, 
Bangor,  July,  1961. 
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Mrs,  E,  Ross — Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing  Refresher  Course, 
London,  January,  1961. 

Mrs.  I,  Shepherd — Queen’s  Institute  of  District,  Nursing  Refresher 
Course,  London,  January,  1961. 

Mrs.  R.  LI.  Roberts — Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing  Refresher 
Course,  Liverpool,  September,  1961. 

Miss  E.  Roberts — Royal  College  of  Nursing — Care  of  the  Aged.  Birm- 
ingham, February,  1961. 

Miss  L.  Williams — Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing — Enrolled 
Assistant  Nurses  Course,  Liverpool,  February,  1961. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Pritchard — Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing — Enrolled 
Assistant  Nurses  Course,  Liverpool,  February,  1961. 

Miss  R.  A.  Sharp,  Mrs.  I.  Shepherd,  Mrs.  R.  LI.  Roberts — -Queen’s 
Training,  Flintshire  and  Liverpool,  October,  1961,  to  January,  1962. 

Miss  L.  Mann — Chest  and  Heart  Association — Stroke  Rehabilitation, 
Birmingham,  November,  1961. 

Public  Health  Inspector  : 

Mr.  E.  Lewis — Health  Education  Summer  School,  Bangor,  August,  1961. 

Royal  Society  of  Health  Congress,  Blackpool,  April,  1961. 


Speech  Therapy  : 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Ward,  Speech  Therapist  Conference,  Birmingham,  July,  1961. 

Ambulance  : 

Mr.  D.  J.  Jones — Civil  Defence — Requalification  Instructors  Course, 
Falfield,  June,  1961. 

Mental  Health  : 

Mr.  J.  C.  Seaman,  Federation  of  Associations  of  Mental  Health  Work- 
ers Conference,  Buxton,  April,  1961. 

Miss  Nerys  Lloyd  Jones — Nalgo  School,  Cambridge,  June,  1961. 

Administrative  : 

Mrs.  Anne  Hughes — Home  Help  Weekend  School,  Edinburgh,  Septem- 
ber, 1961. 

I would  once  again  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  active  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
department.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Council  and 
his  staff  and  the  staff  of  other  departments  who  have  worked  closely  with 
the  Health  Department  during  the  year. 
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The  staff  of  the  department  have  worked  loyally  as  a team  during  the 
year,  and  in  paying  tribute  to  them  1 would  like  to  convey  to  them  the 
thanks  of  the  public  for  the  services  provided. 

In  particular,  I would  like  to  thank  Mr.  W.  I,  Roberts,  the  Chief  Clerk 
of  the  department,  for  his  valuable  services  during  the  year,  and  his  assis- 
tance in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  W.  ROBERTS, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Section  1, 


ADMINISTRATION. 


A.— DEPARTMENTAL  OFFICERS. 

County  Medical  Officer : 

Griffith  Wyn  Roberts,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Official  Address:  County  Health  Offices,  Mold.  Tel.  Mold  106  (7  lines). 

Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  : 

Ernest  Henry  Annels,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  (left 
4/6/61). 

George  Frederick  Devey,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (from  5/6/61  to  31/12/61). 

Senior  Medical  Officer  (in  charge  of  School  Health  Services)  : 

Edna  Pearse,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  C.P.H.  (Liverp.). 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  (full-time)  : 

George  Frederick  Devey,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (until  4/6/61)  (see  above). 
William  Manwell,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.T.M.,  C.  & M.,  D.P.H. 

Lillie  Lund  Munro,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (since  1/9/61). 
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Assistant  Medical  Officers  (part-time)  who  are  also  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
for  Grouped  County  Districts  : 

A.  Cathcart,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  D.T.M.  & H. 

D.  J.  Fraser,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

D.  P.  W.  Roberts,  M.B,,  Ch.B.,  D.Obst.,  R.C.D.G.,  D.P.H.  (since  1/3/61). 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  (part-time  sessional) : 

Dr.  E.  M.  Harding. 

Dr.  Marie  Beddow  (left  31/8/61). 

Dr.  L.  Sheargold. 

Dr.  M.  J.  W.  Dobbin. 

Chest  Physicians  (part-time)  : 

E.  Clifford-Jones,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (London). 

J.  B.  Morrison,  M.D.,  Ch.B. 

Child  Guidance  Consultant  (Regional  Hospital  Board  Staff) : 

E.  Simmons,  M.D.,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.  (Edin.),  L.R.F.P.S.  (Glasgow). 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  and  Audiology  Consultant  (Regional  Hospital  Board 
Staff)  : 

Catrin  M.  Williams,  F.R.C.S. 

Ophthalmic  Consultants  (Regional  Hospital  Board  Staff) : 

A.  C.  Shuttleworth,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.O.M.S. 

E.  Lyons,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.O.M.S. 

Orthopaedic  Consultant  (Staff  of  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Oswestry)  : 

T,  McSweeney,  F.R.C.S,  (until  October,  1961). 

R.  Owen,  M.Ch.  (Orth.),  F.R.C.S.  (since  October,  1961). 

Consultant  Paediatrician  (Regional  Hospital  Board  Staff)  : 

M.  M.  McLean,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.E.,  D.C.H. 

Consultant  Obstetricians  and  Gynaecologists  : 

Mr.  E.  Parry-Jones,  M.R.C.O.G.  (Clwyd  and  Deeside  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committee), 

Mr.  D.  B.  Whitehouse,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.O.G.  (Wrexham,  Powys  and 
Mawddach  Hospital  Management  Committee). 
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Consultant  Geriatricians  : 

Dr.  June  P.  Arnold,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.D.  (appointed  14/8/61)  (Clwyd  and 
Deeside  Hospital  Management  Committee). 

Dr,  Evan  Griffiths,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.),  L.R.C.P.,  M.R.C.S.,  F.R.C.S. 

(Edin.),  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.)  (Wrexham,  Powys  and  Mawddach  Hospital 
Management  Committee). 

Speech  Therapist  (part-time) ; 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Ward,  L.C.S.T. 

Principal  School  Dental  Officer  (full-time)  : 

A.  Fielding,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S. 

Dental  Officers  (full-time) : 

Leslie  Hanson,  L.D.S. 

Frederick  Seymour  Dodd,  L.D.S. 

Leon  Harris,  B.D.S. 

Arthur  Oliver  Hewitt,  L.D.S. 

John  William  Eaves,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (left  10/2/61). 

David  Rodney  Pearse,  B.D.S.  (since  1/9/61). 

Consultant  Orthodontist  (Part-time  sessional) : 

B.  T.  Broadbent,  F.D.S.,  R.C.S. 

Dental  Anaesthetists  (Part-time  sessional) : 

Dr.  J.  M.  Hands. 

Dr.  G.  E.  S,  Robinson. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Babbington. 

Dr.  M.  E.  Lloyd. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Fisher. 

County  Public  Health  Inspector  (also  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector)  ; 

Elwyn  Lewis,  M.R.S.H.,  F.A.P.H.I. 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  and  Supervisor  of  Midwives  : 

Miss  L.  Mann,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  H.V.Cert. 

Deputy  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  and  Deputy  Supervisor  of  Midwives  : 
Miss  M.  McKellar  Farrall,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Dist.  Training,  H.V.Cert. 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor/School  Nurse  (also  Domestic  Help  Organiser) : 
Miss  P.  M.  Matthews,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.,  N.A.P.M.Cert, 
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Health  Visitors  (acting  jointly  as  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses) : All 

State  Registered  Nurses  and  State  Certified  Midwives,  and  with  Health 
Visitor’s  Certificate  (with  one  exception*^)  or  other  qualification  : — 


fMiss  E.  Weston,  Senior  Health  Visitor /School  Nurse. 


Miss  M.  J.  Hughes. 

Miss  J.  M.  Jewell. 

Miss  Ellen  Jones. 

Miss  G.  Jones. 

Miss  G.  Jenkins. 
f-Miss  J.  S.  Rogers. 

Miss  M.  Lees. 

Miss  A.  M.  Stewart. 

♦Mrs.  A.  E.  Williams,  S.R.N., 
S.R.F.N. 

Mrs.  L.  Pritchard. 


Mrs.  M.  E.  Pearse. 

Mrs.  E.  G.  E.  Rees. 

Mrs.  J.  Thomas  (retired  31/12/61). 
Mrs.  D.  Thompson. 

Miss  M.  W.  Wright. 

Miss  E.  M.  L.  Morgan. 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Lewis. 

Miss  G.  M.  Jones. 

Mrs.  M.  Jones  (since  9/10/61). 
Miss  M.  Williams. 

Miss  M.  Y.  Seeker. 


t Also  act  as  part-time  Health  Education  Officers. 


Clinic  Nurses  (Part-time — Sessional) ; 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Iball. 

Mrs.  H.  Davies. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Digweed. 

Mrs.  R.  Williams. 

Mrs.  R.  Cunnah. 


Visitors  for  Chest  Diseases : 

Mrs.  M.  M.  D.  Roberts,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  T.B.  Cert. 

Mrs.  I.  M.  M.  Beedles,  S.R.N.,  B.T.A.  (left  16/12/61). 

Ambulance  Officer  : 

David  John  Jones. 

Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer  ; 

J.  C.  Seaman,  D.P.Sc.,  A.M.I.A. 

Supervisor  of  Junior  Training  Centre  : 

Mrs.  D.  E.  Goodwin,  Dip.  N.A.M.H. 

Home  Visitor  for  Handicapped  Persons  (General  Classes)  : 
Miss  J.  H.  Shipperlee. 

Chief  Clerk  : 

William  Ithel  Roberts. 


Departmental  Senior  Clerk : 
Arthur  Whitley. 


Domiciliary  Midwives  and  Domiciliary  General  Nurses : 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  report,  the  following  Midwives  and  Nurses 


were  employed  full-time  by  the  County  Council : — 

District  Midwives  4 

District  Nurse/ Mid  wives  31 

District  Nurses  4 

Total  ...  39 

Domestic  Helpers  (employed  at  the  end  of  the  year) : 

Whole-time  I 

Part-time  ...  ...  106 

Total  ...  107 


Mental  Welfare  Officers : 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Authority  employed,  in  addition  to  a Senior 
Mental  Welfare  Officer — ^Mr.  J.  C.  Seaman — three  full-time  Mental  Welfare 
Officers  and  one  part-time  Mental  Welfare  Officer.  (The  part-time  Mental 
Welfare  Officer  was  also  part-time  Welfare  Officer  for  the  purposes  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act).  A full-time  Assistant  Mental  Welfare  Officer  is 
also  employed. 

The  areas  served  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  are  as  follows  : — 

Officer — Mrs.  B.  Howell,  Craigmor,  Russell  Road,  Rhyl. 

Telephone — Day,  Rhyl  1342  (Ext.  2)  ; Night  and  weekend,  Rhyl  1986. 

District — -Rhyl  U.D.,  Prestatyn  U.D.,  Parishes  of  Bodelwyddan, 
Rhuddlan,  Dyserth,  Gwaenysgor  and  Llanasa. 

Officer — ^Mr.  J.  E.  Hawkins,  Craigmor,  Russell  Road,  Rhyl. 

Telephone — Day,  Rhyl  799  ; Night  and  weekend,  St.  Asaph  3100. 

District — Parishes  of  St.  Asaph,  Cwm,  Waen,  Trelawnyd,  Tremeirch- 
ion,  Whitford,  Bodfari,  Caerwys,  Ysceifiog  and  Brynford. 

Officer — Mr.  I.  Thomas,  Ambulance  Headquarters,  Mold. 

Telephone — Day,  Mold  106  ; Night  and  weekend,  Connah’s  Quay 
300. 

District — Mold  U.D.,  Buckley  U.D.,  Maelor  R.D.,  Parishes  of  Mold 
Rural,  Nannerch,  Cilcain,  Northop,  Higher  Kinnerton,  Hope, 
Nercwys,  Treuddyn,  Llanfynydd,  Halkyn,  Marford  and  Hoseley. 
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Officer — Mr.  R.  Powell,  County  Health  Offices,  Mold- 

Telephone — Day,  Mold  106  ; Night  and  weekend.  Mold  234. 

District — Connah’s  Quay  U.D.,  Holywell  U.D.,  Flint  M.B.,  Parishes 
of  Hawarden,  East  Saltney  and  West  Saltney. 

(NOTE — Miss  Neris  Haf  Lloyd  Jones,  Assistant  Mental  Welfare  Officer, 
also  carries  out  duty  in  the  Connah’s  Quay  area). 

Ambulance  Calls — All  calls,  day  or  night,  are  dealt  with  at  the  County  Am- 
bulance Headquarters,  Mold — Telephone  No.  Mold  741  (5  lines),  and 
emergency  lines — Mold  468  and  469. 


B.— ASSOCIATED  OFFICERS. 

Clerk  of  the  County  Council ; 

W.  Hugh  Jones. 

Secretary  of  the  Education  Committee  : 

B.  Haydn  Williams,  B.Sc.,  Ph.D. 

County  Surveyor  : 

E.  W.  W.  Richards,  /\.M.I.C.E.,  A.M.  Inst.  Struct.  Eng.,  A.M.I.  Mun. 
Eng. 

County  Architect : 

R.  W.  Harvey,  A.R.I.B.A. 

County  Treasurer  : 

Sidney  Elmitt,  A.I.M.T.A. 

County  Welfare  Officer  : 

T.  Wesley  Hughes,  F.  Inst.  W. 

Children's  Officer  : 

Mrs.  L.  Davies,  B.A. 

Public  Analyst  (Fee-paid)  : 

J.  G.  Sharratt,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 

Deputy  Public  Analyst  (Fee-paid)  : 

R.  Sinar,  B.Pharm.  B.Sc.,  F.P.S.,  F.R.I.C. 
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Section  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 
THE  COUNTY. 

F'lintshire,  geographically,  is  the  smallest  County  in  Wales — 163,707  acres 
and  this  includes  the  Maelor  R.D.  and  the  Civil  Parish  of  Marford  and 
Hoseley.  The  population  showed  a slight  increase  in  1961 — 149,240  (148,060 
in  1960),  This  gives  a density  of  0.91  persons  per  acre. 

The  County  has  three  separate  economic  units — (a)  an  industrial  belt 
on  Deeside  which  is  still  expanding,  (b)  a thriving  tourist  industry  at  Rhyl, 
Prestatyn  and  the  adjoining  coastal  belt,  and  (c)  an  agricultural  community 
covering  the  remainder  of  the  County. 

The  seaside  towns  have  provided  all  the  amenities  of  popular  seaside  re- 
sorts, both  Prestatyn  and  Rhyl  provide  excellent  facilities  for  holidaymakers 
and  both  areas  attract  several  thousand  holidaymakers  during  the  summer 
months.  Providing  health  services  for  seaside  resorts  during  the  summer 
months  is  a difficult  task  particularly  as  the  summer  population  may  be 
four  or  five  times  the  normal  winter  population.  Experience  has  now  been 
gained  in  meeting  this  position  and  special  arrangements  are  made  annually 
to  meet  it. 

The  main  change  in  the  industrial  belt  has  been  the  introduction  of 
new  industries,  many  quite  small  in  size,  and  this  diversification  has  had 
beneficial  effects  on  employment  figures  and  means  greater  stability  than  a 
few  large  industries.  (It  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  steel  industry  and 
synthetic  fibre  industry  still  account  for  approximately  15,000  employees). 
Industry  has  been  attracted  to  Deeside  because  of  adequate  power,  water 
and  communications,  and  easy  access  to  the  ports  of  Liverpool  and  Birken- 
head. There  has  been  full  employment  in  the  County  during  the  year  and 
at  the  end  of  December,  1961,  the  unemployment  figures  in  Flintshire  were 
2.8% — Wales  2.8% — Great  Britain  1.7%  (excluding  Northern  Ireland). 

The  agricultural  community  still  accounts  for  about  one-third  of  the 
County  population — approximately  50,000  persons.  This  population  is  a 
more  “ settled  ” population  based  on  villages  and  small  towns  and  still  show- 
ing strong  ties  of  kinship.  The  interesting  feature  of  this  is  the  different 
pattern  of  services  required  in  the  industrial  and  rural  area  and  the  difference 
in  the  health  problems  met. 

The  seaside  towns  present  a different  picture  to  both  the  areas  already 
mentioned.  Both  Prestatyn  and  Rhyl  have  a preponderance  of  elderly  per- 
sons in  their  population — due  to  persons  coming  to  live  in  these  areas  on 
retirement.  This  is  shown  in  the  marked  increase  in  recent  years  in  the 
calls  made  by  these  two  areas  for  Home  Helps  and  District  Nurses  and  to  a 
lesser  extent  the  sitting  case  car  service.  Added  to  this  is  the  influx  of 
summer  holidaymakers  who  again  often  call  on  the  services  of  the  County 
Health  Department  during  their  stay. 
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The  County,  as  Local  Health  Authority,  provides  a full  range  of  health 
services,  including  permissive  services  such  as  the  Home  Help  Service  and 
relief  in  kind  for  tuberculosis  and  other  illnesses.  The  main  hospitals  in 
the  County  are  based  at  Rhyl,  but  hosj)itals  at  Wrexham  and  Chester  also 
provide  services  for  Flintshire  residents. 

Services  are  provided  for  the  blind,  partially-sighted,  deaf  and  dumb 
and  the  generally  handicapped.  In  addition,  the  Welfare  Committee  pro- 
vides accommodation  and  other  services  for  the  aged  and  others  under  the 
provisions  of  the  National  Assistance  Act. 

Environmental  conditions  in  the  County  are  good  and  practically  the 
whole  County  has  piped  water,  all  urban  areas  have  water  carriage  sanita- 
tion and  all  local  authorities  have  made  good  progress  in  providing  nevv 
houses  in  their  areas,  including  special  dwellings  for  the  aged. 


Table  1 (a). 

AREA,  POPULATION,  ETC. 


Area  in 
Statutory 

District,  Acres  Population  (By  Census). 


(pre-1934). 

1901 

1911 

1921 

1931 

1951 

1961 

Urban — 

l" 

Buckley 

2034 

1 5780 

6333 

6726 

6899 

7699 

7658 

Connah’s  Quay 

4214 

: 3396 

4596 

5060 

5980 

7365 

8355 

Flint  (Mun.  Boro.) 

3435 

4625 

5472 

6298 

7655 

14257 

13690 

Holywell 

917 

2652 

2549 

3073 

3424 

8196 

8459 

Mold 

854 

4263 

4873 

4659 

5137 

6436 

6857 

Prestatyn 

1640 

1261 

2036 

4415 

4512 

8809 

10771 

Rhyl 

1700 

8473 

9005 

13968 

13485 

18745 

21825 

Rural — 

Hawarden 

31588 

15821 

20571 

24036 

26575 

34659 

36290 

Holywell 

64519 

1 23999 

25328 

25933 

26709 

22324 

21627 

Maelor 

29749  ’ 

5057 

5176 

5102 

4761 

6760 

4878 

St.  Asaph 

23057 

6158 

6766 

7347 

7752 

9858 

9478 

Total  Urban 

1 14794 

1 30450 

34864 

44199 

47092 

71507 

77615 

Total  Rural 

1 148913 

j 51035 

57841 

62418 

65797 

73601 

72273 

Whole  County 

1 163707  1 

1 81485 

92705 

106617 

112889 

145108 

149888 
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Tabic  1 (b). 


Area  in 
Area  in  Statutory 
Statutory  Acres  as 

District.  Acres  per  1961  Population  (estimated  mid-year). 


at  1/4/34. 

Census. 

1939 

1944 

1949 

1954 

1959 

1960 

196!! 

Urban — 

-J 

Buckley 

2646 

2638 

7345 

6895 

7622 

7670 

7690 

7720 

16% 

Con.  Quay 

4214 

4214 

6505 

6420 

7455 

7350 

8030 

8170 

839^ 

Flint  M.B. 

6243 

6802 

13020 

11750 

14160 

14220 

14300 

14280 

1369< 

Holywell 

2532 

2424 

6918 

7286 

7870 

8210 

8320 

8360 

8401 

Mold 

1164 

1175 

5880 

5700 

6354 

6600 

6680 

6710 

6841 

Prestatyn 

3219 

2796 

7422 

8098 

8659 

8910 

9720 

10020 

10671 

Rhyl 

1700 

1700 

16510 

18370 

18710 

19200 

19810 

19940 

21121 

Rural — 

Hawarden 

31576 

31576 

28750 

29760 

32450 

34980 

35520 

36020 

3645' 

Holywell  . . . j 

58515 

58329 

20730 

20920 

21920 

22290 

22090 

22180 

2150 

Maelor  ... 

29749 

29749 

4356 

4599 

6720 

5850 

4520 

4500 

466 

St.  Asaph 

22149 

22300 

7494 

7471 

8380 

10520 

10320 

10160 

983 

Total  Urban 

1 21718 

1 21753 

1 63600 

64510 

70830 

72160 

74550 

75200 

7680 

Total  Rural 

1 141989 

1 141954 

1 61330 

62750 

69470 

73640 

72450 

72860 

7244 

Total  County 

1 163707 

1 163707 

1 124930 

127260 

140300 

145800 

147000 

148060 

14924 

FLINTSHIRE,  1961. 


Live  births  •••  •••  2,715 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  18.19 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births 4.35  % 

Stillbirths  

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  19.85 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  ...  2,770 

Infant  deaths  (under  1 year)  68 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births — total  ...  ...  ••  25.04 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births — legitimate  ...  ...  25.41 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births — illegitimate  ...  ...  16.95 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  (first  four  weeks)  ...  19.52 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  ...  16.94 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ...  36.46 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ...  ••  •••  1 

Maternity  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  .36 
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3.  FINANCIAL. 

The  product  of  a penny  rate,  computed  for  the  County  in  respect  of 
the  year  1961-62  was  £10,042. 

4.  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

These  are  discussed  elsewhere  in  the  Report. 


5.  BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  under  review,  2,770  births  were  registered  as  pertaining 
to  the  County,  that  total  being  made  up  as  follows  ; — 


Live  Births. 

Still  Births. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

2597 

54 

2651 

Illegitimate 

118 

1 

119 

Total 

2715 

55 

2770 

Compared  with  the  previous  year,  1960,  these  figures  show  an  increase 
of  127  live  births,  and  a decrease  of  5 still  births,  the  total  births  thus 
showing  an  increase  of  122. 

Of  the  2,715  live  births,  1,429  were  males  and  1,286  females. 

Of  the  55  still  births,  28  were  males  and  27  females. 

Further  reference  will  be  made  to  these  figures  when  considering  the 
Neo-natal  and  Infant  Death  Rates. 

The  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  in  1961  was  18.19,  which  is 
higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  namely,  17.40,  and  is  higher 
than  the  County  rate  for  1960  which  was  17.48. 

The  still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  was  19.85,  as 
compared  with  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  which  was 
18.7. 


Illegitimate  Births — The  number  of  illegitimate  births  fluctuated  from 
year  to  year.  The  number  rose  during  the  war  years  to  a peak  of  69.3  per 
1,000  total  births  in  1947.  By  1950  the  figure  had  been  reduced  to  the 
pre-war  level  of  43.87  per  1,000  total  births.  The  figures  for  subsequent 
years  are  given  below  : — 
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1951  ... 

39.36  per 

1,000  total  births. 

1952  ... 

51.52 

do. 

1953  ... 

52.85 

do. 

1954  ... 

52.07 

do. 

1955  ... 

40.00 

do. 

1956  ... 

43.64 

do. 

1957  ... 

32.05 

do. 

1958  ... 

40.42 

do. 

1959  ... 

41.98 

do. 

1960  ... 

41.92 

do. 

1961  ... 

42.96 

do. 

Births  in  the  various  County  Districts — Table  2 (a)  shows  the  births 
Live  and  Still,  Legitimate  and  Illegitimate  ; whilst  Table  2 (b)  shows  the 
birth  rates  in  the  County  Districts. 

Premature  Births — All  babies  weighing  5^  lbs.  or  less  at  birth  arc 
classified  as  “ premature  ” irrespective  of  the  period  of  gestation.  Out  of 
a total  of  221  premature  births  in  1961,  199  were  born  in  hospitals  or 
Maternity  Homes  within  the  National  Health  Service.  Statistics  as  to  the 
survival  of  these  infants  are  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  by  the 
hospital  or  home  at  which  the  birth  occurs.  Of  the  remainder,  2 1 live 
births  and  1 still  birth  occurred  at  home. 

Table  3 shows  that  of  the  21  live  births  at  home,  6 were  transferred  to 
hospital,  19  survived  28  days. 


PREMATURITY. 

All  items  in  Table  3 refer  to  notified  births  after  correction  for  trans- 
fers, so  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  comment  on  the  premature  births  as 
the  information  is  fairly  presented  in  the  Table. 


Table  2 (a). 
BIRTHS,  1961. 
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Table  2 (b). 

BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH  RATES,  1961. 

(LIVE  BIRTHS,  STILL  BIRTHS  AND  TOTAL  BIRTHS). 
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Adjusted  by  comparability  factor  for  comparison  with  other  areas. 
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Table  3. 

PREMATURE  BIRTHS  (i.c.,  live  births  and  still  births  of  lbs  or  less  at  birth). 


1.  Number  of  premature  live  births  notified  (as  adjusted  by  transferred 
notifications) : — 

2.  Number  of  premature  still  births  notified  (as  adjusted 
notifications) : — 

by  transferred 

(a)  In  hospital  ...  ...  ...  

172 

(a)  In  hospital  

27 

(b)  At  home  ...  ...  ...  

21 

(b)  At  home 

1 

(c)  In  private  nursing  home  (see  note  (1)  ) ... 

— 

(c)  In  private  nursing  home  (see  note  (1)  ) ... 

— 

Total 

193 

Total 

28 

PREMATURE  LIVE 

BIRTHS 

PREMATURE 

STILLBIRTHS 

Weight  at  birth. 

Born  in  Hospital 
(see  Note  2) 

Bon 

at  home  and  nursed 
entirely  at  home 

Horn  at  home  and  trans- 
ferred to  hospital  on  or 
before  28th  day 

Born  in  nur.sing  home 
and  nursed  entirely 
there 

Born  in  nursing  home  & 
transferred  to  hospital  on 
or  before  28th  day 

Born  in 
hospital 

Born  at 

Born  in 

Total 

Died  within 
24  hours  ol 
birth 

Survived 
28  da>s 

Total 

Died  within 
24  hours  of 
birth 

Survived 
28  days 

Total 

Died  within 
24  hours  of 
birth 

Survived 
28  days 

Total 

Died  witlmi 
24  hours  of 
birth 

Survived 
28  days 

Total 

Died  within 
24  hours  of 
birth 

Survived 
28  (lays 

home 

nursing 

home 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

9) 

(10) 

(II) 

(12) 

(13 

(14) 

(15) 

{16) 

D7) 

(18) 

(19) 

3 lb.  4 oz.  or  less  (1,500 
gms.  or  less) 

SO 

10 

9 

1 

1 

17 

1 

Over  3 lb.  4 oz.  up  to 
and  including  4 lb.  6 
oz.  (1,500-2,000  gms.) 

31 

5 

25 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Over  4 lb.  6 oz.  up  to 
and  including  4 lb.  15 
oz.  (2,000-2,250  gms.) 

38 

36 

3 

3 

4 

Over  4 lb.  15  oz.  up  to 
and  including  5 lb.  8 
oz.  (2,250-2,500  gms.) 

83 

1 

78 

11 

11 

4 

2 

3 

TOTAL 

172 

16 

148 

15 

15 

6 

4 

27 
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NOTES : 

(1)  “Private  nursing  home”  includes  nursing  homes  and  maternity  hospitals  and  homes  not  in  the  National  Health  Service  and  Mother  and  Baby 
Homes  where  women  are  confined  in  the  Home. 

(2)  The  group  under  this  heading  includes  cases  which  may  be  born  in  one  hospital  and  transferred  to  another  hospital. 

(3)  Births  in  an  ambulance  or  in  the  street  are  listed  under  the  place  to  which  the  case  is  immediately  transferred. 
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Table  4. 

DEATHS  (GENERAL)  1961. 
SUMMARY  OF  CAUSES. 


Cause  of  Death.  Males.  Females.  Total. 


Tuberculosis — respiratory  

„ other  

Syphilitic  disease 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm — stomach 
„ bronchus 

breast 

„ uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymthatic 

neoplasms  

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis,  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations  

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  

Homicide  and  op>erations  of  war 


11 

1 

1 


1 

41 

58 


76 

6 

5 

114 

226 

22 

86 

51 

18 

44 

69 

12 

5 

1 

7 

17 

9 
75 
24 
17 

10 
2 


5 ...  16 

1 ...  2 

- ...  1 


2 

34 
3 

35 
19 


3 

75 

61 

35 

19 


79 

9 

12 

191 

149 

26 

98 

61 

26 

29 

20 

6 

1 

7 

1 

9 

78 

8 
27 

6 

1 


155 

15 

17 
305 
375 

48 

184 

112 

44 

73 

89 

18 
5 
2 

14 

17 
1 

18 
153 

32 

44 

16 
3 


Total  ...  1009  943  1952 


Percentage 
of  Total 
Deaths. 

.81 

.10 

.05 


.15 

3.84 
3.12 
1.79 

.97 

7.94 

.77 

.87 

15.61 

19.21 

2.46 

9.43 

5.74 
2.25 

3.74 
4.56 

.92 

.26 

.10 

.72 

.87 

.05 

.92 

7.84 
1.64 
2.25 

.82 

.15 
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DEATHS  FROM  RESPIRATORY  TUBERCXO-OSIS—Table  4 (a)  shows 
the  deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  in  the  various  County  Districts. 

Table  4 (a). 

DEATHS  FROM  RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

County  District.  Males.  Females.  Total. 


Urban — 

Buckley 

Connah’s  Quay 

Flint  (M.B.) 

Holywell 

Mold 

Prestatyn 

Rhyl 


1 

1 

2 

1 


1 

1 

1 


1 

2 

3 

2 

1 


Rural — 

Hawarden 
Holywell 
Maelor 
St.  Asaph 


4 ...  1 ...  5 

1 ...  — ...  1 


TOTAL  URBAN 
TOTAL  RURAL 


6 4 10 

5 1 6 


. WHOLE  COUNTY 


5 16 
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, DEATHS  FROM  MALIGNANT  DISEASES. 

Table  5 (a)  shows  the  deaths  due  to  malignant  disease  (cancer)  in  each 
of  the  County  Districts,  and  the  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  each 
district. 

As  would  be  expected  the  rates  vary  from  district  to  district,  and  indeed 
from  year  to  year  in  the  same  district.  However,  if  one  looks  at  the  rates 
over  a period  of  years  certain  trends  are  apparent,  and  these  have  continued 
during  1961..  There  is  a gradual  increase  in  total  deaths  from  cancer  each 
year,  and  subsequently  a gradual  increase  in  the  cancer  death  rate  for  the 
County  as  a whole.  There  is  also  a greater  increase  in  cancer  deaths  over 
the  years  in  the  more  static  urban  areas,  compared  with  the  growing  urban 
areas,  and  the  rural  areas.  This  again  is  to  be  expected  as  a higher  pro- 
portion of  elderly  persons  live  in  the  “ static  ” urban  areas  than  in  the 
other  areas. 

The  total  death  rate  from  cancer  in  1961  was  2.34  per  1,000  of  the 
population  compared  with  2.21  in  1960.  During  1961  all  forms  of  cancer 
accounted  for  18.44  % of  the  total  deaths  in  the  County  (18.53  % in  1960). 
Deaths  from  all  forms  of  cancer  still  remain  the  second  highest  group  of 
causes  of  deaths,  the  first  being  deaths  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
blood  vessels  and  the  third  deaths  due  to  respiratory  diseases. 

Table  5 (b)  shows  ages  at  death  and  it  is  worth  noting  two  facts— the 
high  rate  of  lung  cancer  deaths  in  men  between  45  and  65  (24)  and  also  the 
very  high  rate  of  death  due  to  coronary  artery  disease  in  men  45  to  65  years 
of  age  (94).  It  will  also  be  noted  that  deaths  due  to  cancer  of  the  breast 
remained  high  during  1961  and  deaths  due  to  cancer  of  the  uterus  increased 
during  1961,  which  is  hard  to  explain  in  view  of  improved  awareness  of 
these  conditions,  better  diagnostic  facilities,  and  modern  surgical  and  hor- 
mone therapy.  The  fault,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  lies  with  women 
who  do  not  seek  early  advice  even  though  they  have  suspicious  symptoms. 

During  1961  deaths  due  to  cancer  of  the  stomach  were  the  highest 
single  group,  followed  by  cancer  of  the  lung.  It  will  be  noted  that  there 
was  a fall  in  deaths  due  to  lung  cancer  in  women  in  1961 — ^but  this  should 
not  be  regarded  as  any  trend  for  the  future,  but  as  an  isolated  incident 
in  a pattern  of  gradually  increasing  female  lung  cancer  death  rates,  slowly 
approximating  the  deaths  due  to  lung  cancer  in  men — that  is  unless  the 
cigarette  smoking  habits  of  men  and  women  change. 

Deaths  due  to  leukameia  show  a considerable  increase  over  1960  (15 
compared  with  8)  but  again  the  true  picture  can  only  be  obtained  by  look- 
ing at  the  deaths  over  a number  of  years,  and  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
a trend  upwards  in  leukaemia  deaths.  The  high  incidence  in  1961  may  well 
be  an  isolated  feature,  with  improved  diagnosis  and  recording  of  causes  of 
death  playing  a contributory  part. 
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Tabic  5 (a). 

DEATHS  FROM  MALIGNANT  DISEASES  IN  THE  VARIOUS 
COUNTY  DISTRICTS. 


District  and 
Population. 

(i 

c/2 

Stomach.  | 

Lung,  Bronchus. 

Breast. 

tfi 

S 

D 

)-4 

6 

Leukaemia.  1 

Total.  I 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population. 

Buckley  U.D. 

M 

2 

3 

— 

3 

— 

8 

\ 

1.56 

(7,690) 

F 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

4 

/ 

Con.  Quay  U.D. 

M 

2 

1 

— 

~ 

5 

— 

8 

\ 

1.54 

(8,390) 

F 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

5 

( 

Flint  M.B. 

M 

6 

5 

— 

— 

5 

— 

16 

\ 

2.41 

(13,690) 

F 

4 

— 

— 

3 

9 

1 

17 

/ 

Holywell  U.D. 

M 

2 

3 

— 

— 

5 

— 

10 

\ 

1.90 

(8,400) 

F 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

* 

6 

/ 

Mold  U.D. 

M 

1 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

6 

\ 

2.05 

(6,840) 

F 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

2 

8 

/ 

Prestatyn  U.D. 

M 

2 

3 

— 

— 

4 

— 

9 

\ 

2.43 

(10,670) 

F 

— 

— 

3 

4 

9 

1 

17 

/ 

Rhyl  U.D. 

M 

3 

13 

— 

— 

9 

— 

25 

1 

2.84 

(21,120) 

F 

6 

— 

7 

4 

17 

1 

35 

/ 

Hawarden  R D 

M 

8 

19 

— 

— 

21 

4 

52 

\ 

2.14 

(36,450) 

F 

4 

— 

6 

3 

13 

— 

26 

/ 

Holywell  R.D. 

M 

11 

2 

— 

— 

10 

1 

24 

\ 

3.17 

(21,500) 

F 

14 

1 

7 

1 

19 

2 

44 

/ 

Maelor  R.D. 

M 

4 

1 

— 

— 

4 

1 

10 

\ 

1.07 

(4,660) 

F 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

4 

/ 

St.  Asaph  R.D. 

M 

— 

5 

— 

— 

8 

— 

13 

\ 

2.64 

(9,830) 

F 

1 

1 

5 

2 

4 

— 

13 

/ 

Total  Urban 
(76,800) 

M 

F 

18 

15 

31 

1 

15 

12 

33 

42 

7 

82 

92 

\ 

/ 

2.32 

Total  Rural 
(72,440) 

M 

F 

23 

19 

27 

2 

20 

7 

43 

37 

6 

2 

99 

87 

\ 

/ 

2.57 

Whole  County 
(149,240)  ' 

M 

F 

41 

34 

58 

3 

35 

19 

76 

79 

6 

9 

181 

179 

} 

2.34 
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-Tabic  5 (b). 

AGES  OF  DEATHS  FROM  MALIGNANT  DISEASES  AND  HEART 
AND  aRCULATORY  DISEASES. 


AGE  GROUPS. 


Disease. 

Sex. 

0— 

1—  5— 

IS— 

25— 

45— 

65— 

75— 

Total. 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

M .. 

I 

6 

1 

3 . 

..  11 

F .. 

. — 

— — 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 . 

..  5 

Other 

M .. 

. — 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I . 

1 

F .. 

• — 

— — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— ' • 

..  1 

Totals 

— 

— — 

— 

1 

10 

1 

6 

18 

Malignant  Diseases : — 

Stomach  M .. 

1 

11 

19 

10  . 

..  41 

F .. 

. — 

— — 

— 

— 

7 

6 

21  . 

..  34 

Lung,  Bronchus  M .. 

. — 

— _ 

— 

2 

24 

23 

9 . 

..  58 

F .. 

. — 

_ _ 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 . 

..  3 

Breast 

M .. 

. — 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

..  — 

99 

F .. 

. — 

— — 

— 

1 

14 

12 

8 . 

..  35 

Uterus 

F .. 

. — 

— — 

— 

1 

6 

6 

6 . 

..  19 

Other 

M .. 

. — 

1 1 

1 

3 

15 

27 

28  . 

..  76 

99 

F .. 

. — 

— — 

I 

4 

22 

30 

22  . 

..  79 

Leukaemia 

M .. 

. — 

— — 

— 

— 

3 

2 

1 . 

6 

F .. 

. — 

1 1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

2 . 

9 

Totals 



2 2 

2 

15 

105 

126 

108 

360 

Heart  and  Circulation  ; — 

Vascular  lesions  'j  M ...  — — 

— 

1 

3 

14 

51 

45  . 

..  114 

of  nervous  1 F ...  — — 

— 

— 

1 

25 

46 

119  . 

..  191 

system  j 

Coronary  disease, ]^M  ...  — — 

— 

— 

2 

94 

70 

60  . 

...  226 

angina  JF  ...  — — 

— 

— 

2 

26 

47 

74  . 

..  149 

Hypertension  M ...  — — 

— 

— 

— 

4 

10 

8 

...  22 

with  heart  IF  ...  — — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

10 

14 

...  26 

disease  j 

Other  heart  M ...  — — 

1 

— 

1 

21 

14 

49 

...  86 

„ F ...  - - 

— 

— 

1 

14 

17 

66 

...  98 

Other  circulatory  M ...  — — 

_ 

— 

2 

10 

16 

23 

...  51 

^ •••  — — . 

..  — 

— 

8 

8 

45 

...  61 

Totals  — — 

I 

1 

12 

218 

289 

503 

1024 

Totals 
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DEATHS  ATTRIBUTABLE  TO  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  year  1961  deaths  attributable  to  Infectious  Disease  were 
as  follows  ; — 

Diphtheria  — 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  — 

Meningococcal  Infections  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  — 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ...  ...  3 

Influenza  44 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  89 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  2 


It  will  be  noted  that  there  were  no  deaths  during  1961  from  the  major 
infectious  conditions — which  is  a remarkable  testimony  if  such  were  needed 
to  the  effectiveness  of  our  vaccination  and  immunisation  campaigns. 

Deaths  due  to  influenza  showed  a marked  increase  on  1960  being  more 
than  trebled  (44  compared  with  12).  This  was  no  surprise  as  we  had  an 
epidemic  of  influenza  (Type  A)  in  the  early  months  of  1961.  This  influenza 
epidemic  was  also  responsible  for  the  increase  in  deaths  due  to  bronchitis 
and  pneumonia  during  the  year. 

The  majority  of  children  and  adults  suffering  from  infectious  diseases 
are  now  nursed  at  home  by  relatives  and  district  nurses.  When  necessary, 
cases  of  infectious  illness  are  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Wrexham, 
Colwyn  Bay  or  Clatterbridge. 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  AGED  UNDER  TWELVE  MONTHS— During 
the  year  68  infants  died  before  attaining  the  age  of  twelve  months,  and 
of  these  43  were  males  and  25  females,  while  66  were  legitimate  and  2 were 
illegitimate. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  per  1,000  live  births)  is  therefore 
25.04,  which  is  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  namely  21.40. 

The  causes  of  death  of  the  68  infants  are  given  in  Table  6 (a).  In 
the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  little  can  be  done  to  reduce  the  number 
of  deaths  due  to  Congenital  Malformations. 

It  should  be  noted  that  of  the  68  deaths  in  the  first  year  of  life,  46  had 
died  in  the  first  week  of  life  (early  neo-natal  deaths)  and  at  the  end  of  four 
weeks  after  birth  the  total  deaths  was  53  (neo-natal  deaths).  It  will  be  noted 
that  the  majority  of  deaths  occur  in  the  first  week  of  life  and,  indeed,  in 
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the  first  4§  hours  of  life.  This  position  is  explained  by  the  developments 
in  ante-natal  care  and  paediatrics,  which  results  in  fewer  miscarriages  and 
stillbirths,  and  means  that  more  premature  and  other  “ weakly  ” babies 
are  born  alive — but  fail  to  survive  more  than  a few  hours  or  days. 

The  present  position  will  continue  until  more  is  known  about  the  causes 
of  prematurity  and  congenital  deformity. 

The  prospects  for  the  full -term  healthy  baby  are  better  than  ever — only 
fifteen  babies  died  in  the  last  eleven  months  of  their  first  year,  and  deaths 
were  due  to  the  main  causes — home  accidents  and  chest  conditions,  which 
were  largely  associated  with  the  influenza  epidemic  in  the  first  six  months 
of  1961. 

It  is  still  very  necessary  for  all  branches  of  the  Health  Service  to  work 
closely  together  in  all  branches  of  medicine,  and  in  particular  in  the  field 
of  child  care.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  the  close  co-operation  that  exists 
between  Paediatricians,  General  Practitioners  and  the  County  Health  De- 
partment staff  and  this  has  great  advantages  to  the  mothers  of  small  child- 
ren. It  is  a pity  that  some  mothers  do  not  make  full  use  of  the  clinic  and 
other  advisory  services  available  to  them.  The  remedy  may  lie  in  our  educa- 
tional system,  where  more  and  more  pupils  are  now  being  informed  of  the 
services  available  to  them  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  and  how 
to  make  the  best  use  of  these  services. 
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Table  6 (a). 


INFANTILE  DEATHS,  1961. 
(Under  1 year  of  age). 


District. 

MALES. 
Legit.  Illegit. 

Total. 

FEMALES. 
Legit.  Illegit.  Total. 

Infants. 
Legit,  and 
Illegit. 

Urban — 

Buckley 

4 — 

4 ... 

1 

— 

1 

5 

Connah’s  Quay 

.S  — 

5 ... 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Flint  M.B. 

3 — 

3 ... 

1 

— 

1 

4 

Holywell 

3 — 

3 ... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Mold 

2 — 

2 ... 

2 

— 

2 

4 

Prestatyn 

4 — 

4 ... 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Rhyl 

4 — 

4 ... 

5 

1 

6 

10 

Rural — 

Hawarden 

9 — 

9 ... 

8 



8 . 

17 

Holywell 

2 1 

3 

6 

— 

6 . 

9 

Maelor 

1 — 

1 ... 

— 

— 

— . 

1 

St.  Asaph 

5 — 

5 ... 

1 

— 

1 . 

6 

Total  Urban 

25  — 

25 

9 

1 

10 

35 

Total  Rural 

17  1 

18 

IS 

— 

15 

33 

Whole  County 

42  1 

43 

24 

1 

25 

68 

The  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ...  ...  40 

Accidents  (other  than  motor  vehicle  accidents)  ...  5 

Pneumonia  6 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ...  ...  12 


Total 
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Tabic  6 (b). 

INFANT  MORTALITY,  1961. 
(Children  aged  under  12  months). 
Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  Births. 


Infants. 

MALES.  FEMALES.  Legit,  and 


District. 

Legit. 

Illegit. 

ToUl. 

Legit. 

Illegit. 

Total. 

Illegit. 

Urban— 

Buckley 

33.61 

— 

33.61 

...  8.40 

— 

8.40 

42.01 

Connah’s  Quay 

27.02 

— 

27.02 

— 

— 

— 

...  27.02 

Flint  M.B. 

11.58 

— 

11.58 

...  3.86 

— 

3.86 

...  15.44 

Holywell 

17.34 

— 

17.34 

— 

— 

...  17.34 

Mold 

15.15 

— 

15.15 

...  15.15 

— 

15.15 

...  30.30 

Prestatyn 

23.26 

— 

23.26 

— 

— 

— 

...  23.26 

Rhyl 

10.10 

— 

10.10 

...  12,62 

2.53 

15.15 

...  25.25 

Rural — 

Hawarden 

13.39 

— 

13.39 

...  11.90 

— 

11.90 

...  25.29 

Holywell 

5.23 

2.62 

7.85 

...  15.71 

— 

15.71 

...  23.56 

Maelor 

14.49 

— 

14.49 

— 

— 

— 

...  14.49 

St.  Asaph 

32.05 

— 

32.05 

...  6.41 

__ 

6.41 

...  38.46 

Total  Urban 

17.41 



17.41 

6.27 

.69 

6.96 

24.37 

Total  Rural 

13.29 

.78 

14.07 

11.73 

— 

11.73 

25,80 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ^ 

— 

Whole  Countv 

15.47 

.37 

15.84 

8.84 

.37 

9.21 

25.04 
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Table  6 (c). 

NEO-NATAL  DEATHS,  1961. 
(Under  4 weeks  of  age). 


Infanta. 

MALES.  FEMALES.  Legit,  and 


District. 

Legit,  lllegit. 

Total. 

Legit. 

lUegit. 

TouL 

lllegit. 

Urban — 

Buckley 

4 

— 

4 ... 

1 

— 

1 ... 

5 

Connah’s  Quay 

4 

— 

4 ... 

— 

— 

— ... 

4 

Flint  (M.B.)  ... 

3 

— 

3 ... 

— 

— 

— ... 

3 

Holywell 

2 

— 

2 ... 

— 

— 

— ... 

2 

Mold 

2 

— 

2 ... 

2 

— 

2 ... 

4 

Prestatyn 

3 

— 

3 ... 

— 

— 

— ... 

3 

Rhyl 

4 

— 

4 ... 

2 

I 

3 ... 

7 

Rural — 

Hawarden 

7 

— 

7 ... 

6 

— 

6 ... 

13 

Holywell 

1 

— 

1 ... 

5 

— 

5 ... 

6 

Maelor 

1 

— 

1 ... 

— 

— 

— ... 

1 

St.  Asaph 

4 

— 

4 ... 

I 

— 

1 ... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Urban 

22 

— 

22 

5 

1 

6 

28 

Total  Rural 

13 

— 

13 

12 

— 

12 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whole  County 

35 

— 

35 

17 

1 

18 

S3 
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Tabic  6 (d). 

INFANTILE  DEATHS,  1961. 
(Infants  under  1 week  of  age). 


Infants, 

MALES.  FEMALES.  Legit,  and 


District. 

Legit. 

Illegit.  Total. 

Legit. 

Illegit. 

Total. 

Illegit. 

Urban— 

Buckley 

3 

— 3 

1 

— 

1 

4 

Connah’s  Quay 

4 

— 4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Flint  (M.B.)  ... 

3 

— 3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Holywell 

2 

— 2 

...  — 

— 

— 

2 

Mold 

1 

— 1 

2 

— 

2 

3 

Prestatyn 

2 

— 2 

...  — 

— 

— 

2 

Rhyl 

3 

— 3 

— 

1 

1 

4 

Rural— 

Hawardcn 

7 

— 7 

6 

— 

6 

...  13 

Holywell 

I 

— 1 

5 

_ 

5 

6 

Maelor 

1 

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

St.  Asaph 

3 

— 3 

1 

— 

1 

4 

Total  Urban 

18 

— 18 

3 

1 

4 

22 

Total  Rural 

12 

— 12 

...  12 

— 

12 

...  24 

Whole  County 

30 

— 30 

...  15 

1 

16 

...  46 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY—There 

was  one 

death  attributable  to  preg- 

nancy,  childbirth 

or  abortion.  Whenever  a maternal 

death 

occurs,  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  to  obtain  a confidential  report  from  the  Mid- 
wife, General  Medical  Practitioner,  Hospital  and  Consultant  Obstetrician 
giving  complete  details  as  to  ante-natal  care,  treatment  during  confinement, 
and  post-natal  care.  This  information  is  then  forwarded  to  a Regional 
Assessor  (Professor  Jeffcoate  of  Liverpool),  who  may  ask  for  further  informa- 
tion, or,  if  satisfied  with  that  already  provided,  forward  the  report  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

The  whole  object  of  this  work  is  to  try  and  improve  the  Midwifery 
Service  provided  in  the  County  both  in  hospital  and  at  the  patient’s  home. 
Careful  inquiries  into  the  causes  of  maternal  deaths  give  valuable  informa- 
tion and  enable  steps  to  be  taken  to  improve  still  further  a service  which 
has  a very  high  standard. 
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There  has  been  a steady  fall  over  the  years  in  maternal  deaths  in  the 
County  and  the  fact  that  only  one  death  occurred  from  this  cause  in  1961 
indicates  a very  satisfactory  standard  of  hospital  and  domiciliary  mid- 
wifery. 


DEATHS  IN  THE  VARIOUS  COUNTY  DISTRICTS— Tabic  7 shows 
the  total  number  of  deaths  of  males  and  females  in  the  County  Districts, 
and  the  crude  and  adjusted  Mortality  Rates  for  those  Districts. 


Table  7. 

DEATHS  IN  THE  SEVERAL  DISTRICTS. 
(All  Ages — All  Causes). 


* Rate 

Crude  Rate  Adjusted 


District. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

per  1000 
Population. 

per  1000 
Population. 

Urban — 

Buckley 

...  55  ... 

48  ... 

103 

13.39  . 

14.99 

Connah’s  Quay 

...  42  ... 

33  ... 

75 

8.94 

12.51 

Flint  M.B. 

...  88  ... 

57  ... 

145 

...  10.59 

14.19 

Holywell 

...  54  ... 

68  .. 

122  . 

14.52 

13.21 

Mold 

...  53  ... 

46  ... 

99 

...  14.47 

16.78 

Prestatyn 

...  85  ... 

91  ... 

176 

...  16.49 

13.52 

Rhyl 

...  177  ... 

172  ... 

349 

...  16.52 

15.03 

Rural — 

Hawarden 

...  221  ... 

170  ... 

391 

...  10.73 

13.51 

Holywell 

...  135  ... 

167  ... 

302 

...  14.05 

13.34 

Maelor 

...  32  ... 

27  ... 

59 

...  12.66 

13.03 

St.  Asaph 

...  67  ... 

64  ... 

131 

13.33 

11.73 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . — 

Total  Urban 

...  554 

515 

1069 

13.92 

14.47 

Total  Rural 

...  455 

428 

883 

12.19 

13.16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . — 

Whole  Countv 

...  1009 

943 

1952 

13.08 

13.86 

• For  purposes  of  comparison  with  other  areas. 

The  following  information  is  extracted  from  the  statistics  supplied  by 
the  Registrar  General ; — 
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Urban  Districts. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Deaths 

in 

age  groups 

45-64 

151 

86  .. 

237 

Deaths 

in 

age  groups 

65  and  over  .. 

. 339 

...  395  .. 

734 

Totals 

490 

481 

971 

Rural  Districts. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Deaths 

in 

age  groups 

45-64 

Ill 

71  .. 

182 

Deaths 

in 

age  groups 

65  and  over  . 

290 

...  321 

611 

Totals 

,.  401 

392 

' 793 

Section  B. 

HEALTH  SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  is  responsible  to  the  Health  Committee  for 
the  control,  supervision  and  co-ordination  of  all  services  provided  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Acts,  and  parts  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  and 
Public  Health  Act. 

The  Health  Department  is  administered  centrally  from  Mold,  there 
being  no  divisional  administration. 

In  addition  to  the  Health  Committee  which  meets  quarterly,  there  are 
three  Area  Health,  Nursing  and  Mental  Health  Sub-Committees,  and  an 
Ambulance  Sub-Committee.  On  all  these  committees,  in  addition  to  County 
Council  members,  there  are  representatives  of  District  Councils,  statutory 
bodies  and  voluntary  organisations,  and  in  December,  1961,  a Health  (General 
Purposes)  Sub-Committee  was  set  up. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  advises  the  Children’s  Department  and  the 
Welfare  Department  on  all  medical  matters  affecting  their  work. 

The  Health  Department  also  carries  out  medical  examination  of  all 
employees  on  initial  employment  and  subsequently  after  illness  of  over  four 
weeks  in  certain  cases  where  the  medical  evidence  for  continued  absence 
is  inadequate  or  the  employee  has  had  frequent  absences  in  the  past. 

The  practice  of  examining  employees  off  work  for  long  periods  is  operated 
as  a modified  form  of  an  Industrial  Health  Service  and  in  this  work  we 
work  closely  with  General  Practitioners  and  Hospital  Staff.  Very  often  we 
are  able  to  help  employees  to  obtain  health  services  as  well  as  checking  over 
their  continued  absences  from  work. 
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The  County  Medical  Officer  also  carries  out  the  special  medical  examina- 
tions of  candidates  entering  the  Police  Force  and  Fire  Service,  and  any  sub- 
sequent examinations  to  ensure  that  Police  and  Firemen  are  fit  for  their 
special  duties. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  all  employees  joining  the  County  Council 
and  Education  Staff,  in  addition  to  a medical  examination,  also  have  a 
chest  x-ray  examination  unless  they  have  had  an  x-ray  examination  in  the 
previous  eighteen  months.  This  policy  is  an  extension  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health’s  recommendation  that  employees  coming  into  regular  contact  with 
children  should  have  a chest  x-ray  on  commencing  such  work  and  subse- 
quently at  the  discretion  of  the  authority. 

Voluntary  Organisations — Flintshire  is  fortunate  in  having  several  active 
voluntary  organisations  which  render  valuable  service  to  the  public  and  help 
the  Health  Department  in  carrying  out  its  duties. 

I would  like,  once  again,  to  thank  the  Child  Welfare  Voluntary  Com- 
mittees for  their  valuable  and  loyal  service  during  the  year.  During  the 
year  various  committees  purchased  equipment  worth  £88/14/5  for  use  in 
the  clinics  and  this  shows  the  active  interest  which  is  taken  by  members 
of  the  voluntary  committees  in  the  work  of  the  clinics. 

These  Committees  also  help  individual  mothers  in  need,  and  make 

available  at  reduced  cost  suitable  fireguards  for  use  in  homes  with  small 
children. 

In  addition,  many  other  voluntary  organisations  helped  the  department 
during  the  year.  The  Rhosesmor  Mothers’  Union  made  a generous  gift  to 
the  Fronfraith  Comforts  Fund.  The  Handicapped  Persons  Fund  received 
contributions  from  the  Mold  Inner  Wheel  Club,  Mold  Clinic  Voluntary 
Committee,  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  County  Headquarters,  Rhyl  Business 
and  Professional  Women’s  Club — amounting  in  all  to  £50/14/6. 

Voluntary  Organisations  who  have  given  valuable  help  to  the  depart- 
ment in  the  past  continued  their  good  work  during  the  year  and  I would 
again  like  to  thank  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service,  British  Red  Cross 
Society,  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  the  St.  Asaph  Diocesan  Moral 
Welfare  Association  for  their  ready  help. 

CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS  AND 
CHILDREN  UNDER  SCHOOL  AGE. 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers — During  the  year  the  “ combined  ” 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  previously  established  at  Holywell,  Rhyl,  Prestatyn  and 
Mold  continued  to  function.  These  clinics  are  held  at  County  Clinics  and 
staffed  by  the  hospital  medical  staff  and  midwives  from  the  hospital  and 
the  County.  A fifth  clinic  is  held  at  Mancot  Maternity  Home  and  here 
again  both  hospital  and  County  midwives  attend. 
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It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  attendance  at  these  ante-natal  clinics  has 
shown  a marked  increase  in  the  past  few  years  and  that  the  clinics  are  used 
by  General  Practitioners  for  screening  mothers  for  selection  of  hospital  cases 
and  for  consultation  when  any  abnormalities  occur. 


Gradually  the  County  Council  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  being  converted 
into  mother-craft  clinics  at  centres  where  combined  clinics  are  not  held 
These  mothercraft  clinics  are  educational  clinics  for  mothers,  are  attended 
bv  midwives  and  health  visitors  and  are  open  to  mothers  booked  for  hos- 
pital or  home  confinement.  Mothercraft  classes  or  clinics  have  now  been 
established  at  Buckley,  Holywell,  Rhyl,  Saltney,  Flint,  Shotton,  Mold,  Man- 
cot,  Penley  and  Prestatyn. 

I would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Parry-Jones  and  Mr.  Whitehouse,  the  Con- 
sultant  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist  for  the  Clwyd  and  Deeside  Hospita 
Management  Committee  and  Wrexham,  Powys  and  Mawddach  Hospital 
Management  Committee  areas  tor  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the 
year  in  providing  very  excellent  consultant  ante-natal  cover  for  the  whole 

County. 

Attendances  at  ante-natal  clinics  for  the  past  ten  years  are  given 


below  : — 


Year  : 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Expectant  Mothers 
Attendances 

325 

939 

369 

1193 

292 

696 

305 

705 

1045 

1271 

1504 

2113 

2019 

3062 

2593 

3868 

3232 

3751 

3455 

3674 

It  will  be  noted  that  attendances  have  gone  up  steadily  since  combined 
clinics  were  established  in  1956. 


The  Family  Planning  Clinic  at  Flint  operated  by  the  Family  Planning 
Association  continued  to  function  during  the  year,  A very  hard  working 
bodv  of  voluntary  helpers  run  the  clinic,  which  is  attended  by  a doctor  and 
nurse,  both  trained  by  the  Family  Planning  Association,  The  clinic  is  held 
once  a fortnight  at  the  County  Clinic  at  Flint,  During  1961  twenty-two 
sessions  were  held  and  in  all  89  patients  attended.  Valuable  help  and 
advice  is  given  at  this  clinic,  also  to  women  with  problems  of  sub-fertility, 
marital  difficulties  and  advice  to  young  persons  before  marriage. 


Maternity  outfits  are  provided  on  request  to  all  expectant  mothers 
having  a domiciliary  confinement.  Stocks  are  held  at  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, clinics,  and  the  homes  of  mid  wives.  During  1961,  512  outfits  were 
issued  compared  with  457  in  1960. 


Afitffe.kAtAL  CLlNtCS,  1961. 
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Child  Welfare — Child  Welfare  Clinics  continue  to  serve  a valuable 
function  by  advising  mothers  on  the  care  and  management  of  infants,  and 
by  detecting  early  defects,  and  by  offering  vaccination  and  immunisation 
against  illness. 

Clinics  were  held  at  twenty-one  centres  in  the  County  during  1961,  and 
also  the  mobile  child  welfare  clinic  continued  to  attend  eight  centres  at 
intervals  of  two  weeks. 

Much  effort  has  been  put  into  the  problem  of  providing  new  and  im- 
proved clinic  premises  in  the  County  and  a new  clinic  at  Mancot  was  occu- 
pied during  the  year  making  six  new  clinics  completed  since  1948.  Our 
clinic  construction  programme  is  now  nearing  completion  and  four  remain 
to  be  built  at  Connah’s  Quay,  Bagillt,  Greenfield  and  Broughton,  with  a 
possible  additional  clinic  in  the  Rhyl  area.  A start  on  the  new  Connah’s 
Quay  and  Bagillt  clinics  will  be  made  early  in  1962.  In  addition  to  new 
clinics,  considerable  work  has  been  done  to  improve  existing  clinics  and  to 
bring  them  up  to  modern  standards.  The  extensions  to  Rhyl  Clinic  were 
completed  during  the  year,  comprising  two  large  rooms,  a storeroom,  pram 
shelter,  and  a small  laboratory  for  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector. 

In  November,  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  was  opened  at  Gwernaffield 
Village  in  the  school  canteen  attended  by  a Health  Visitor  only  each 
fortnight,  with  a doctor  attending  for  immunisation  and  vaccination  of  child- 
ren by  arrangement  with  the  Area  Health  Visitor. 

The  Clinic  at  Leeswood  ceased  to  be  held  weekly  during  the  year  and 
is  now  held  every  two  weeks,  and  a doctor  and  Health  Visitor  attend  each 
session.  At  Leeswood,  the  Clinic  continued  to  be  held  in  the  Mobile  Unit 
and  the  towing  vehicle  is  used  to  collect  mothers  and  children  from  the 
surrounding  villages. 

The  Clinics  at  R.A.F.  Station,  Sealand,  and  at  the  Kinmel  Camp,  Bodel- 
wyddan,  primarily  for  the  wives  and  children  of  service  families,  continued 
to  operate  throughout  the  year.  At  Kinmel  Camp  several  civilian  mothers 
from  the  adjoining  village  attend  and  the  R.A.F.  Sealand  Clinic  is  similarly 
open  to  civilian  mothers  but  few  attend  as  there  is  no  village  adjoining 
the  married  quarters  at  the  R.A.F.  Station. 

At  the  larger  centres  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  weekly  ; at  the 
smaller  centres  clinics  are  held  every  two  weeks.  A Doctor  and  Health 
Visitor  attend  at  clinic  sessions,  the  doctor  usually  attending  every  other 
week.  At  the  larger  centres  an  additional  Health  Visitor  and  Clinic  Nurse 
also  attend.  Each  Clinic  centre  has  a group  of  active  voluntary  workers 
who  help  with  the  sale  of  foods  and  generally  in  running  the  clinic  un<;icr 
the  guidance  of  the  Doctor  and  Health  Visitor, 


At  Holywell  and  Shotton  Clinics,  Dr.  M.  M.  McLean,  the  Consultant 
Paediatrician  to  the  Clwyd  and  Deeside  Hospital  Management  Committee, 
attends  regularly  to  conduct  a Consultative  Child  Welfare  Clinic.  Cases  are 
referred  to  her  by  our  own  medical  stafiE  and  general  practitioners  and  Dr. 
McLean  also  arranges  to  follow  up  her  own  hospital  cases  at  these  sessions. 

In  addition  to  the  fixed  clinics  referred  to,  the  Mobile  Clinic  continued 
to  attend  at  the  following  centres  : — 

Dyserth, 

Rhuddlan, 

Penyffordd  and  Penymynydd, 

Halkyn, 

Ewloe, 

Garden  City, 

Ffynnongroew, 

Leeswood. 

The  clinic  visits  each  centre  every  two  weeks  and  a Doctor  and  Health 
Visitor  attends  each  session.  The  clinic  provides  a “ general  purpose  ” 
session  at  each  visit  which  means  that  in  addition  to  Child  Welfare  work 
and  Immunisation,  expectant  mothers,  school  children  and  other  work  as 
necessary  is  undertaken.  At  four  centres,  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
the  clinic  towing  vehicle  to  collect  mothers  and  children  from  surrounding 
areas. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  an  integral  part  of  the  National  Health 
Service  and  continues  to  fulfil  a valuable  function. 

In  the  past  the  emphasis  at  each  centre  was  on  the  prevention  of  dis- 
orders arising  from  faulty  feeding,  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  and  infectious 
diseases.  Now  the  aim  is  more  constructive  and  is  to  secure  the  optimum 
health  of  every  child.  The  Child  Welfare  Centre  staff  work  with  the 
General  Practitioners  and  hospital  staff  to  achieve  this  aim  and  there  is 
close  co-operation  between  them,  particularly  through  the  valuable  link  of 
the  Health  Visitor. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants — During  the  year  under  review,  the  number 
of  domiciliary  premature  live  births  was  21,  and  the  number  of  premature 
live  births  in  private  nursing  homes  was  nil,  a total  of  21. 

Of  the  21  births  at  home,  15  were  nursed  entirely  at  home  and  6 were 
transferred  to  hospital.  Of  the  15  nursed  at  home  all  survived  28  days. 
Of  the  6 who  were  born  at  home  and  were  transferred  to  hospital,  4 survived 
28  days.  There  is  no  special  domiciliary  provision  for  premature  live 
births,  but  liaison  with  the  City  Hospital,  Chester,  H.M.  Stanley  Hospital, 
St.  Asaph,  and  the  Maelor  General  Hospital,  Wrexham,  has  always  been 
good,  and  admission  of  cases  readily  obtained. 

Supply  of  Dried  Milk,  etc. — At  each  Centre  members  of  the  Voluntary 
Committee  arrange  for  the  purchase  and  sale  of  certain  proprietary  dried 
milk  and  other  foods. 
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Table  10  (a). 


Year  : 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Number  of  Registered  Live  Births 
Children  who  attended  during  the 
year  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  were  : — 

. 2215 

2154 

2310 

2294 

2389 

2354 

2588 

2715 

(a)  Under  1 year  of  age 

. 1434 

1813 

1522 

1661 

1623 

2566 

2261 

1864 

(b)  Between  1-5  years 

. 2318 

2313 

2275 

2359 

2517 

2711 

1967 

2527 

Total  attendances 

. 29181 

29166  32505  33179  33240  35628 

31708  34056 
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-The  Centre  at  Gwernaffield  was  opened  on  2/11/61. 
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Table  10  (c). 

MOBILE  CLINICS— SUMMARY  OF  ATTENDANCES,  1961 


Description. 

U 

V 

cr. 

Ewioe. 

Ffynnongro 

Garden  Cit> 

Halkyn. 

* Leeswood. 

Penyffordd. 

Rhuddlan, 

totals. 

I.  Number  of  Sessions 

. 23 

23  24  23 

22 

42 

24 

22 

203 

2.  Number  of  children  who  first 
attended  during  the  year  and 
who,  at  their  first  attendance, 
were  under  1 year  of  age 

49 

43  24  47 

64 

41 

25 

31 

324 

3.  Number  of  children  who 
attended  during  the  year  and 
were  born  in  : — 

1961 

32 

37  20  55 

41 

24 

23 

29 

261 

I960 

21 

43  5 32 

31 

33 

18 

24 

207 

1959-56 

27 

24  8 27 

24 

32 

35 

7 

184 

4.  Total  number  of  children  who 
attended  during  the  year 

SO 

i04  33  114 

96 

89 

76 

60 

652 

5.  Number  of  attendances  during 
the  year  by  children  who,  at 
date  of  attendance  were  : — 

(a)  Under  1 year 

243 

464  188  335 

312 

406 

257 

303  ' 

2513 

(b)  I year  but  under  2 years 

53 

85  46  118 

98 

99 

97 

59 

655 

(c)  2 years  but  under  5 years 

37 

41  56  76 

169 

94 

84 

93 

650 

6.  Total  attendances  during 

year  ...  33^ 

590  290  529 

579 

599 

438  - 

455 

3818 

Centre  held  in  Mobile  Clinic  Centre  from  1st  September,  1961. 
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^VELFARE  FOODS  SERVICE — The  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 
(■National  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  A.  and  D.  Vitamin  Tablets  and  Orange 
Juice)  has  again  been  carried  out  successfully  during  the  year  with  the  con- 
tinued co-operation  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service,  Women’s  Institutes, 
Welfare  Centre  Voluntary  Committees  and  Village  Shopkeepers. 

'Distribution  Centres — During  the  course  of  the  year,  two  Centres  were 
opened,  namely,  Northop  Hall  and  Gwernaffield.  The  following  Centres  were 
closed  during  the  year  ; — 

Cwm,  Gwacnysgor,  Milwr,  Rhosesmor,  Bangor-on-Dee,  Tre- 
lawnyd,  Queensferry  W.V.S.,  Rhesycae  Stores,  Penyffordd  S.  and 
,,  M.  Stores,  Overton,  Lixwm,  Hawarden  W.V.S.,  Bodfari  P.O., 

Penley  Hospital,  Flint  Mountain  P.O.,  Sychtyn  Co-op.,  Oakei>- 
holt,  Brynford  Stores,  Northop  Hall,  Nurse  Thomas  (Mold 
Clinic). 

Sixteen  of  these  centres  were  actually  closed  on  the  31st  December, 
1961,  due  to  lack  of  demand.  The  total  number  of  centres  is  now  38,  and 
these  are  classified  as  follows  : — 

Clinics  28 

W.V.S.  1 

Shops  9 

Storage  Depots— These  are  located  at  Fronfraith,  Russell  Road,  Rhyl, 
and  the  New  Ambulance  Headquarters,  Mold.  The  administrative  office 
being'  at  the  latter  address. 

■ Supplies — Supplies  of  Welfare  Foods  were  ordered  from  Messrs.  Asso- 
ciated Deliveries  Ltd.  of  Liverpool  and  Caernarvon,  acting  as  agents  for  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  and  direct  deliveries  are  made 
as  follows  : — 


Kirkby  Caernarvon 

Depot.  Depot. 


Rhyl  Storage  Depot  ...  ...  ...  — ...  1 

Mold  Storage  Depot  ...  ...  ...  1 ...  — 

Clinics  ...  ...  ...  1 ...  — 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  4 ...  5 

6 6 


The  remaining  centre*  are  supplied  from  the  Authority’s  Storage 
Depots,  thus  : — 


Rhyl  Depot.  Mold  Depot. 


Clinics  4 ...  23 

W.V.S.  1 ...  — 

5 23 


Transport — ^Deliveries  are  made  from  our  two  Storage  Depots  by  the 
vehicle  which  is  used  to  tow  the  Mobile  Clinic.  Any  emergency  require- 
ments are  delivered  by  the  Welfare  Foods  Clerk  in  her  car. 

Foods  Distributed — Issues  to  beneficiaries  and  losses  through  breakages, 
etc.,  during  the  year,  were  as  follows  : — 


National 
Dried  Milk. 

Cod  Liver 
Oil. 

Vitamins 

Tablets. 

Orange 

Juice. 

Issued  against  coupons 

..  26381  .. 

5197  . 

..  4347  .. 

. 31627 

Issued  to  Hospitals 

443  .. 

— . 

— .. 

180 

Issued  to  Day  Nurseries 

— .. 

— . 

— .. 

72 

Issued  at  4/-  per  tin 

1382  .. 

— . 

— .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Out  of  date,  damaged,  etc.,  and 

28206 

5197 

4347 

31879 

returned  to  M.A.F.F.  . 

378  .. 

. 36  . 

— .. 

— 

Sent  for  analysis 

Losses  through  breakages,  etc.. 

— .. 

— . 

— ., 

— 

during  transit  . 

5 .. 

21  . 

87  .. 

450 

— 

— 

— 



Total 

..  28589 

5254 

4434 

32329 
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Summary  of  Coupons,  Cash  and  Stamps : 


Amount  Amount 

Issued.  Charge.  Due.  Received. 


s.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

N.D.M. 

(a)  By  stamps 

...  12190  ... 

2 4 

...  1422 

3 

4 

...  1421 

11 

8 

(b)  By  cash 

...  13327  ... 

2 4 

...  1554 

16 

4 . 

...  1554 

16 

4 

(c)  Free 

864  ... 

__ 

— 

— 

(d)  4/-  issues  : 

Cash 

947  ... 

4 0 . 

...  189 

8 

0 

...  189 

8 

0 

Stamps 

!..  435  ... 

4 .0 

87 

0 

0 

87 

0 

0 

C.L.O. 

(a)  Free 

...  4224  ... 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  By  cash 

973  ... 

1 0 

48 

13 

0 

48 

13 

0 

A.  & D. 

(a)  Free 

...  3099  ... 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Cash  . - 

...  1248  ... 

6 

31 

4 

0 

31 

4 

0 

OJ. 

(a)  By  stamps 

...  2.3423  ... 

5 

...  487 

19 

7 

...  487 

15 

10 

(b)  By  cash 

...  7651  ... 

1 6 

...  573 

16 

6 

...  573 

16 

6 

(c)  Free 

553  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

Cash  . . 

. £4,395 

0 

9 

£4,394' 

5 

. 4 

Dental  Care — The  County  Council  has  a duty  to  provide  dental  treat- 
ment for  expectant  mothers  and  children  under  5 years  of  age — as  these 
two  groups  are  “ priority  groups.” 

At  the  end  of  the  year  one  Principal  Dental  Officer  and  five  full-time 
Dental  Officers  were  employed. 

Treatment  was  given  to  a limited  number  of  persons  in  the  priority 
groups — particularly  so  to  children  under  5 years  of  age. 

The  following  table  gives  information  as  to  the  dental  care  and  treat- 
ment given  to  children  under  5 years  and  to  expectant  mothers  during  the 
year. 
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ental  care  and  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing 

MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN  UNDER  FIVE  YEARS  OF  AGE. 

A.  NUMBERS  PROVIDED  WITH  DENTAL  CARE ; 


Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made 

Dentally 

Fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing^ 
Mothers 

143 

143 

143 

1 

79 

Children  under  Five 

314 

314 

314 

255 

FORMS  OF  DENTAL  TREATMENT  PROVIDED: 


Scalings 

and 

Gum 

1 

1 Silver 

1 

! 

Crowns 

or 

Inlays 

■ 

1 

dentures 

provided 

— 

Treat- 

ment 

Fillings 

xMtraic  j 

Treat-  ; 
ment 

I Fxtrac- 
1 tions 

General 
Anaes-^ 
j thetics 

j 

Full 

upper 

or 

Dower 

Partial 

Upper 

or 

Dower 

Radio- 

graphs 

Expect- 
ant and 
Nursing 
Mothers 

23  j 

98  1 

I 

i 

! ! 

i 

1 

j 

506 

1 

1 63 

! 

57  ; 

j 

i 

i i 

i 1 

26 

Children 

under 

Five 

•’  1 

1 i 

j ; 

24  1 ..  1 

i 1 

( 1 

324 

1 

189  i 

i 

1 

..  i 

1 

J 

equivalent  complete  half  days 

devoted  to  maternity  and  child  welfare  patients  during  the  year 
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DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY. 

The  policy  of  the  Authority  in  employing  District  Nurse /Midwives 
has  been  further  implemented  during  the  year.  With  the  fall  in  home  con- 
finements this  means  more  compact  areas  for  the  nursing  staff  and  also 
makes  it  easier  to  arrange  relief  during  periods  of  sickness  and  holidays. 
This  has  a further  advantage  that  we  are  able  to  cover  most  relief  work 
with  our  existing  staff,  and  so  reducing  greatly  the  number  of  staff  em- 
ployed on  casual  relief  work.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Authority  em- 
ployed 4 midwives  and  31  District  Nurse /Mid  wives.  The  4 midwives  have 
agreed  to  do  a certain  amount  of  general  nursing  duties  as  the  need  arises. 

All  equipment  used  by  midwives  has  been  brought  up-to-date  and  all 
the  staff  are  fully  equipped. 

Regular  staff  meetings  have  been  held  each  quarter  attended  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  and  the  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer.  These 
meetings  have  proved  valuable  in  bringing  new  matters  to  the  notice  of  the 
staff  and  enabling  them  to  discuss  problems  of  common  interest. 

I would  like,  once  again,  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  St.  Asaph  Maternity 
Hospital  for  their  co-operation  during  the  year  and  the  General  Practitioners 
in  the  County. 

"^A  report  from  the  County  Supervisor  on  the  Midwifery  Nursing  Service 
in  the  County  is  given  below. 


MIDWIFERY  NURSING  SERVICE 
COUNTY  SUPERVISOR’S  REPORT. 

At  the  end  of  1961  thirty -five  Domiciliary  Midwives  were  employed  by 
the  County  Council  and  have  practiced  midwifery  during  the  year.  Four 
casual  part-time  midwives  have  been  employed  from  time  to  time. 

There  have  been  eight  resignations,  three  of  these  have  retired  (two 
have  given  twenty-seven  years  service  and  one  forty  years  service  in  this 
County)  ; two  have  taken  up  hospital  nursing  ; one  has  taken  up  industrial 
nursing  ; one  is  taking  a Health  Visitors’  Course  of  Training  and  one  has 
resigned  for  domestic  reasons. 

There  have  been  three  District  Nurse/Midwives  appointed  during  the 
year  and  three  District  Nurse/Midwives  have  been  transferred  to  other  dis- 
tricts within  the  County. 

On  the  31st  December,  1961,  there  were  four  vacancies — one  in  Saltney 
and  Broughton  District,  one  in  Buckley  No.  2 District,  and  two  Full-time 
Relief  Nurses  were  required. 
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Post-graduate  Courses  have  been  attended  by  Midwives  and  this  includes 
a Half-day  Study  Course  arranged  by  the  Royal  College  of  Midwives,  Flint- 
shire Branch,  at  H.M.  Stanley  Hospital,  St.  Asaph.  Five  Midwives  attended 
a Post-graduate  Course  in  accordance  with  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
Rule  G.l. 

One  Midwife  has  been  approved  as  a District  Midwife  Teacher. 

Eleven  Pupil  Midwives  have  taken  their  Part  II  District  Training  in  this 
County  by  arrangement  with  H.M.  Stanley  Hospital. 

The  percentage  of  domiciliary  confinements  as  compared  with  hospital 
confinements  remain  the  same  and  it  is  still  very  difficult  to  find  sufficient 
domiciliary  cases  for  the  training  of  Pupil  Midwives.  990  hospital  confine- 
ments were  discharged  before  the  tenth  day.  In  several  instances  it  was 
found  that  the  home  conditions  were  unsuitable  for  domiciliary  nursing 
and  in  some  instances  where  the  homes  were  suitable  the  relatives  were 
not  ready  and  the  home  was  not  fully  prepared  to  receive  the  mother  and 
baby.  This  difficulty  could  be  overcome  if,  when  practicable,  some  notice 
could  be  given  of  the  discharge  in  order  for  the  Midwife  to  visit  the  home 
and  advise  the  relatives  about  the  necessary  preparation  for  the  return  home 
of  the  mother  and  baby. 

Four  lectures  have  been  given  to  Pupil  Midwives  in  H.M.  Stanley  Hos- 
pital and  each  Pupil  Midwife  has  been  visited  and  her  practical  work  and 
records  seen. 

Each  Midwife  has  been  visited  during  the  year  for  the  purpose,  among 
other  things,  of  seeing  practical  work  and  for  examination  of  her  records. 
In  all  168  visits  have  been  made  for  this  purpose.  A number  of  other 
visits,  interviews  and  seeing  Nurses  in  groups  have  also  been  carried  out 
and  these  are  quoted  in  the  Report  on  the  Domiciliary  Nursing  Service. 

Twenty-seven  visits  have  been  paid  to  Ante-Natal  Clinics  and  fifty-five 
visits  have  been  made  to  Mothercraft  Classes.  Five  visits  have  been  paid 
to  the  Maternity  Hospitals  in  accordance  with  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Mid- 
wives Board.  Thirty-five  Hospital  Midwives  have  sent  in  their  notification 
to  practice  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1961. 

351  mothers  attended  the  nine  Mothercraft  Classes  held  throughout  the 
County  and  the  total  attendances  were  890.  Any  mother  can  attend  these 
classes  whether  she  is  having  her  baby  at  home  or  in  hospital.  These  classes 
only  consist  of  instruction,  and  clinical  examination  of  the  mother  is  not 
carried  out. 

The  establishment  and  maintenance  of  these  classes  has  been  due  to 
the  interest  and  work  of  Miss  M.  M.  Farrall,  Deputy  County  Nursing  Offi- 
cer, I give  below  her  report  of  the  individual  attendances  : — 
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Centre. 

Number  of 
mothers  attending 
during  1961. 

Attendances 
during  1961. 

Buckley 

16 

60 

Flint 

22 

90 

Holywell 

18 

58 

Mancot 

6 

22 

Mold 

33 

110 

Penley 

27 

75 

Prestatyn 

43 

114 

Rhyl 

33 

118 

Saltney 

1 

1 

Shotton 

52 

242 

Midwives  attend  the  five  combined  Domiciliary  and  Hospital  Ante-natal 
Clinics,  which  are  attended  by  a Consultant  Obstetrician,  and  one  Local 
Health  Authority  Ante-natal  Clinic.  Several  Midwives  attend  Ante-natal 
Clinics  arranged  by  the  General  Practitioners  in  their  own  surgeries. 

The  following  Central  Mid  wives  Board  notifications  have  been  received  : — 

(a)  From  Domiciliary  Midwives  : — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Medical  Aids  

Liable  to  be  a Source  of  Infection 

Neo-natal  Deaths  

Still-births 

(b)  From  two  Maternity  Homes : 

Medical  Aids  7 

Neo-natal  Deaths  4 

Still-births  6 

The  same  pattern  of  off-duty  for  Midwives  has  been  continued. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Midwives  has  been  very  much  appreciated  es- 
pecially during  holiday  periods  and  times  when  there  has  been  a shortage 
of  staff  due  to  vacancies  and  sick  leave. 

The  help  received  from  the  County  Medical  Department  has  been  of 
valuable  assistance. 

L.  MANN. 

Duty  as  Local  Supervising  Authority — It  is  the  duty  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority  to  supervise  the  work  of  all  midwives  who  have  notified  their 
intention  to  practise  in  the  area,  irrespective  of  whether  they  are  employed 
as  domiciliary  midwives  by  the  Authority  or  by  Hospital  Management 
Committees,  or  are  engaged  in  private  practice. 

Table  13  shows  the  number  of  mid  wives  who  were  in  practice  in  the 
area  on  3 1st  December,  1961. 


Table  11. 

DELIVERIES  ATTENDED  BY  MIDWIVES. 
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(e)  Number  of  cases  delivered  in  institutions  but  attended  by  domiciliary  midwives  on  discharge  from  institutions  and  before  the 

tenth  day  ...  990 
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Tabic  13. 

MID  WIVES  IN  PRACTICE  ON  31st  DECEMBER,  1961. 


Midwives 

Domiciliary  in 
Midwives.  Institutions.  Total. 


(a)  Midwives  employed  by  the  Authority  35*  ...  — ...  35* 

(b)  Midwives  employed  by  Voluntary 
Organisations  : — 

(i)  Under  arrangement  with  the 
Local  Health  Authority  in  pur- 
suance of  Section  23  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act, 

1946  — ...  — ...  — 

(ii)  Otherwise  (including  Hospitals 
not  transferred  to  the  Minister 
under  the  National  Health 

Service  Act)  — ...  — ...  — 

(c)  Midwives  employed  by  Hospital 
Management  Committees  or  Bofards 
of  Governors  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act : — 

(i)  Under  arrangements  with  the 
Local  Health  Authority  in 
pursuance  of  Section  23  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act, 

1946  — ...  ~ ...  — 

(ii)  Otherwise  — ...  37  ...  37 

(d)  Mid  wives  in  Private  Practice 
(including  Midwives  employed 

in  Nursing  Homes)  — ...  — ...  — 


Total  ...  35*  37  72* 


In  addition,  4 midwives  were  employed  for  short  periods  on  a casual 
basis  to  do  relief  duty  during  the  year. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

The  actual  number  of  births  notified  in  the  County  during  the  year 
under  Section  203  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  the  number  as  ad- 
justed by  transferred  notifications,  were  as  follows  : — 

Table  14. 

Live  Births.  Stillbirths.  Totals. 

Actual.  Adjusted.  Actual.  Adjusted.  Actual.  Adjusted. 


nomiciliarv 

...  544 

544  . 

4 

4 

...  548 

548 

Institutional 

...  2119 

2165  . 

..  42 

49 

...  2161 

2214 

Totals 

...  2663 

2709 

46 

53 

2709 

2762 

— 



— 







It  will  be  noted  by  reference  to  page  23  that  the  adjusted  figures  show 
that  this  is  6 live  births  less  and  2 stillbirths  less  than  the  total  of  live  and 
stillbirths  rcceiAcd  in  the  returns  from  the  Registrar-General. 

NURSING  HOMES. 

All  Nursing  Homes  in  the  County  have  to  be  registered  by  the  Council. 
This  entails  inspection  and  a detailed  report  before  registration  is  granted. 
Once  registered  all  Nursing  Homes  (which  term  included  Maternity  Homes) 
are  inspected  several  times  annually  by  the  County  Nursing  Superintendent 
and.  when  necessary,  by  one  of  the  Medical  Staff  of  the  Department. 

The  purpose  of  registration  and  inspection  is  to  ensure  that  the  public 
who  enter  Nursing  Homes  for  treatment  are  assured  of  reasonable  standards 
of  comfort  and  care.  The  standard  of  the  Nursing  Homes  in  the  County 
is  high,  and  recommendations  made  dtjring  inspections  have  been  imple- 
mented at  all  the  Homes. 

The  position  concerning  Nursing  Homes  in  the  County  is  given  below  : — 

Return  of  work  done  by  the  Authority  under  Registration  of  Nursing 
Homes  (Sections  187  to  194  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936). 

Number  Number  of  beds  provided  for  : 
of  Homes.  Maternity.  Others.  Totals. 

Homes  first  registered 


during  year  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Homes  whose  registrations 
were  withdrawn  during 
the  year  

1 

10 

10 

Homes  on  the  register  at 

end  of  the  year 

4 

— 

SO 

50 

Homes  exempt  from 
registration  at  the 
end.  fif  tlu&  ycaii  ... 
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Health  Visitors  have  certain  broad  statutory  duties  to  perform  under 
Section  24  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 — but  these  can  all 
be  fitted  into  their  main  function  of  “ Health  Education  and  Social  Advice.” 
Social  advice  covers  a very  wide  field  and  enables  the  Health  Visitor  to 
assess  the  needs  of  families — physical  and  social  and  psychological  needs — 
and  working  closely  with  others,  sets  out  to  help  the  families  concerned 
to  meet  these  needs. 

Health  Visitors  also  act  as  School  Nurses  and  here  also  changes  in 
their  duties  have  occurred  and  are  occurring — details  being  given  in  the 
School  Health  Report  for  1961. 

The  changes,  in  essence,  are  a reduction  in  routine  work,  and  the 
provision  of  more  time  for  creative  advisory  work  in  schools. 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  in  1961  by  Health  Visitors  to  expectant 
mothers  was  1,148,  to  children  under  one  year  of  age  18,495,  to  children 
aged  one  and  under  two  years  10,574,  to  children  aged  two  and  under  five 
years  13,857.  Other  visits  16,553.  To  these  figures  has  to  be  added  45,553 
children  seen  at  school  and  2,555  home  visits  in  connection  with  the  school 
health  service. 


SUPERINTENDENT  HEALTH  VISITOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1961. 


Visits  to  Child  Welfare  Centres  

Visits  to  School  Clinics  

Visits  to  other  clinic  sessions  

Visits  to  Hospitals  

Number  of  interviews  with  Health  Visitors 


157 

14 

9 


10 


Number  of  interviews  at  office 


and  Clinic  Nurses  ...  324 

310 


Health  Education 


Talks  to  Voluntary  Groups 
Talks  to  mothers  at  Clinics 
Films  and  talks  to  school  children 
Films  and  talks  to  members  of  staff 


18 

5 
20 

6 


Handicapped  Persons: 

Visits  to  Craft  Centres  

Exhibitions  for  Handicapped  

Interviews  with  Home  Visitor  to  Handicapped 


7 

3 

16 


63 


Visitors  for  Chest  Diseases  (formerly  known  as  Tuberculosis  Visitors) 
employed  by  the  Authority  attend  the  Chest  Clinics,  visit  all  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis as  soon  as  notified,  and  report  on  home  conditions.  The  Chest 
Physicians  and  their  Assistants  have  greatly  appreciated  the  assistance  and 
the  valuable  information  given  to  them  by  these  Visitors,  and  their  reports 
to  the  Health  Department  on  housing  conditions  have  been  transmitted  to 
the  County  District  Councils.  It  is  a great  pleasure  to  report  that  as  a result 
many  tuberculous  families  have  been  re-housed  and  overcrowding,  insanitary 
conditions,  etc.,  have  been  ameliorated.  What  is  of  even  greater  importance 
is  that  their  visits  are  fully  appreciated  by  the  patients  themselves,  as  it 
is  to  these  Visitors  that  they  turn  for  advice  upon  their  many  problems. 
During  the  year,  in  addition  to  attendance  at  the  Chest  Clinics,  they  paid 
2,154  visits  to  patients  in  their  homes,  and  of  these  115  were  first  visits 
to  newly  notified  cases. 

With  the  gradual  fall  in  the  number  of  tuberculosis  cases  attending 
at  Chest  Clinics,  Chest  Physicians  have  been  devoting  more  time  to  non- 
tuberculous  chest  conditions  such  as  bronchitis,  asthma,  bronchiectasis,  etc. 
Many  of  these  patients  also  have  social  problems  and  are  in  need  of  help 
in  the  same  way  as  the  tuberculosis  cases. 

During  1961  the  Tuberculosis  Visitors  were  redesignated  Visitors  for 
Chest  Diseases  and  this  coincided  with  the  introduction  of  a visiting  and 
after-care  service  for  the  non-tuberculous  which  was  referred  to  in  the  1960 
Annual  Report.  The  whole  problem  of  home  visiting  and  after-care  of  the 
non-tuberculous  was  discussed  with  the  two  Consultant  Chest  Physicians 
and  it  was  agreed  that  they  should  be  visited  in  much  the  same  way  as  the 
tuberculous,  the  main  difference  being  that  instead  of  being  routine,  visits 
to  the  non-tuberculous  would  only  be  done  at  the  request  of  the  Consul- 
tants. This  scheme  came  into  operation  early  in  1961,  and  was  working 
satisfactorily  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Clinics : 

(a)  Total  number  of  attendances  made  by  health  visitors  at  local  health  authority  clinic  sessions  during  the  year  ...  1624 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  by  whole-time  tuberculosis  visitors  at  chest  clinic  sessions  during  the  year  ...  294 

(N.B. — In  addition,  the  Health  Visitors  and  Tuberculosis  Visitors  paid  3,628  “ no  access  ” visits  as  shown  by  • above). 

t Now  known  as  “ Visitors  for  Chest  Diseases.” 
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HOME  NURSING. 

As  already  mentioned  the  policy  of  the  Authority  now  is  to  employ 
District  Nurse/Midwives  and  not  separate  Midwives  and  District  Nurses. 
The  number  of  whole-time  District  Nurses  was  reduced  during  the  year 
from  five  to  four.  At  the  same  time  the  number  of  District  Nurse /Mid wives 
was  reduced  from  36  to  31,  owing  to  resignations  and  difficulty  in  filling 
vacancies.  The  establishment  however  remains  the  same.  In  addition  some 
of  the  full-time  Midwives  carried  out  certain  general  nursing  duties  in  their 
area. 

Certain  matters  relating  to  staff  meetings,  equipment,  refresher  courses 
and  policy  matters  have  already  been  dealt  with  under  Domiciliary  Mid- 
wifery and  apply  equally  to  Home  Nursing. 

A report  on  the  Home  Nursing  Service  by  the  County  Nursing  Officer 
is  given  below  : — 

REPORT  OF  COUNTY  NURSING  OFFICER. 

DISTRICT  NURSING  SERVICE. 

At  the  end  of  1961  thirty-five  District  Nurses  were  carrying  out  general 
nursing  duties.  Thirty-one  of  these  were  also  practising  midwifery.  Five 
Part-time  Relief  Nurses  assisted  when  required. 

There  have  been  eight  resignations  of  District  Nurse/Midwives  and  de- 
tails of  these  are  found  in  the  Report  for  the  Midwifery  Service. 

Four  District  Nurse/Midwives  have  been  transferred  to  other  districts 
within  the  County  and  the  vacancies  at  the  end  of  the  year  include  two 
District  and  two  Full-time  Relief  Nurses. 

The  pattern  of  District  Nursing  is  changing  and  50  % of  the  nursing 
involves  visits  to  patients  over  65  years  of  age.  The  elderly  patient  is  being 
encouraged  to  keep  mobile  and  not  to  stay  in  bed  for  long  periods.  A great 
deal  of  time  is  taken  up  by  the  District  Nurse  in  encouragement  and  in 
the  importance  of  the  need  for  re-habilitation.  A great  deal  of  help  is  given 
by  the  Red  Cross  in  their  scheme  for  loaning  equipment  for  the  comfort 
and  needs  of  the  patient.  There  are  also  available  all  types  of  walking  aids, 
pulleys  for  helping  patients  to  assist  themselves,  and  aids  for  lifting  patients 
from  bed  to  a chair.  Underpads  for  incontinent  patients  continue  to  be 
of  great  value  to  the  nursing  of  the  patient  and  to  the  relatives.  » 

This  County  has  now  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  train 
Student  District  Nurses  for  admission  to  the  Roll  of  the  Queen’s  Institute 
of  District  Nursing  and  for  the  National  Certificate  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  Four  Queen’s  Nurses  have  been  approved  for  the  training  of 
Student  District  Nurses.  Three  Students  commenced  their  training  on  the 
8th  October,  1961.  The  theoretical  part  which  consists  of  a Three  Weeks 
Course  is  taken  in  Liverpool  by  arrangement  with  Liverpool  Corporation. 
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A film  on  “ Posture  and  Lifting  ” and  demonstration  arranged  by  a 
Physiotherapist  has  been  attended  by  twenty-six  of  the  District  Nursing 
Staff. 

Fifteen  Nurses  have  attended  a two-day  Course  arranged  by  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education. 

Seven  District  Nurses  have  attended  District  Nursing  Post-graduate 
Courses  arranged  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

In  addition  to  the  three-monthly  meetings  of  all  staff  arranged  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer,  twenty-one  groups  of  Nurses  have  been  arranged 
in  different  parts  of  the  County.  This  has  enabled  each  Nurse  to  attend 
six  meetings. 

164  visits  have  been  made  to  the  District  Nurses  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  their  records  and  observing  practical  work  in  the  patients’  own 
homes.  The  running  of  the  service  also  entails  visits  to  the  Nurses  regard- 
ing their  work,  supply  of  equipment,  etc.,  and  98  visits  have  been  made  for 
this  purpose.  78  interviews  with  nursing  staff  and  others  have  been  carried 
out. 


Nine  visits  have  been  made  to  the  five  Nursing  Homes  under  the  Regis- 
tration of  Nursing  Homes  (Sections  187  to  194)  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936. 

The  co-operation  of  all  District  Nurses  during  the  year  has  been  appre- 
ciated. 

The  help  of  the  Medical  Department  has  also  been  of  valuable  assis- 
tance. 


L.  MANN. 


HOME  NURSING. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

Vaccination — During  recent  years  every  opportunity  has  been  taken  to 
impress  on  mothers  the  importance  of  vaccination  against  smallpox,  and 
particularly  the  advantages  of  doing  this  during  infancy,  preferably  before 
the  first  birthday. 

When  vaccination  ceased  to  be  compulsory  in  1948  the  number  of  child- 
ren under  one  year  receiving  primary  vaccinations  fell  and  in  1952  this 
number  had  dropped  to  350.  (In  1947  the  number  was  841).  Partly  due 
to  increased  propaganda  on  the  importance  of  primary  vaccination  and 
partly  due  to  the  provision  of  extra  facilities  for  vaccination,  the  number 
of  infants  vaccinated  increased  in  1957  to  824,  in  1960  it  was  1,115,  and  in 
1961  it  was  1,373, 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations 
carried  out  during  the  year  1961. 

Table  17  (a). 

VACCINATION. 

NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  VACCINATED  (OR  RE- VACCINATED) 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1961. 

Age  at  date  of  Vaccination. 

15  or 

Under  1.  1.  2 to  4.  5 to  14.  over.  Total. 

Number  Vaccinated  ...  1114  ...  72  ...  40  ...  65  ...  82  ...  1373 

Number  Re-vaccinated  ...  10  ...  2 ...  6 ...  29  ...  205  ...  252 

More  use  has  been  made  of  the  facilities  available  for  vaccination  at 
County  clinics,  and  in  1961  571  children  were  vaccinated  in  our  own  clinics, 
which  is  higher  than  the  number  in  1960  (531). 

These  figures  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 

Table  17  (b). 

NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  VACCINATED  BY  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


STAFF  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1961. 

Age  at  date 

of  Vaccination, 

Under  1. 

1.  2 to  4. 

5 to  14.  15  or  over. 

Total. 

465 

. 24  ...  18 

..  29  ...  35 

571 

(Above  figures  are  included  in  Table  17  (a)  ). 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria — Immunisation  against  diphtheria  on 
a large  scale  started  in  1941.  In  that  year,  Flintshire  had  342  cases  of  Diph- 
theria and  15  deaths.  Immunisation  has  continued  since  that;  tinae  aQd 
figures  of  cases  and  deaths  are  given  below  : — 


Year. 


Diphtheria 

Notification. 


Deaths. 


1936 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1951 

1956 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  it  took  about  five  years  to 
achieve  a satisfactory  level  of  immunity  in  the  child  population  of  the 
County— that  is  to  protect  between  sixty  and  seventy  per  cent,  of  children 
under  five  years  of  age.  Once  this  was  achieved  in  1945  diphtheria  ceased 
to  be  a public  health  problem  and  has  been  kept  in  check  since  that  date. 
No  cases  of  diphtheria  have  been  notified  in  the  County  since  1955  and  no 
deaths  due  to  diphtheria  have  occurred  since  1950. 

Our  difficulty  now  is  in  convincing  mothers  of  the  need  for  diphtheria 
immunisation  as  many  young  mothers  have  never  seen  a child  suffering  from 
this  serious  disease.  At  the  present  the  immunity  index  for  children  under 
a years  of  age  in  the  County  is  65  % . 

This  percentage,  although  higher  than  the  percentage  for  Wales  (60  ^ ) 
and  for  England  and  Wales  (64  o/^)  is  still  very  borderline  as  regards  pro- 
tection to  prevent  the  spread  of  diphtheria  cases  in  the  community. 

It  has  been  estimated  by  the  Ministry  that  at  least  70  % of  children  under 
five  should  be  protected  against  diphtheria  if  an  epidemic  is  to  be  prevented 
in  the  child  community. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus— In  1960 
' T after  obtaining  expert  advice,  agreed  to  introduce 

Triple  vaceme  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  (Triple 
Antigen)  This  triple  vaccine  gives  protection  against  the  three  diseases 
and  a full  course  comprises  three  injections  at  monthly  intervals. 

A booster  ” dose  of  Diphthcria/Tetanus  vaccine  is  given  when  the  child 
enters  school,  the  Whooping  Cough  component  being  omitted  from  the 

booster  as  Whooping  Cough  is  only  a serious  illness  of  infants  under  twelve 
months  of  age. 

The  introduction  of  the  triple  vaccine  has  raised  the  acceptance  rate  of 
immunisation  by  parents,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a “ safe  ” level  of  immunisa- 
tion can  be  reached  and  maintained  in  this  way  against  Diphtheria.  Pro- 
tection against  Tetanus  is  important  and  here  a child  has  to  have  three 
injections  to  receive  adequate  protection  and  later  a booster  between  five 
and  SIX  years  of  age. 
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“ Boosting  ” injections  are  given  in  Clinics  and  also  in  Schools. 


CHILDREN  WHO  RECEIVED  COMBINED  DIPHTHERIA/ WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION,  1961. 
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N.B. — Above  arc  included  in  Table  18,  also  see  Table  20  for  cases  (included  in  Table  19)  who  received  “Triple  Antigen.’ 


DISTRICT.  I PRIMARY  IMMUNISATIONS.  RE-INFORCING  INJECTIONS. 
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N.B. — These  cases  are  included  in  Tables  18  and  19. 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis — During  1961  B.C.G.  vaccina- 
tion continued  on  much  the  same  pattern  as  in  1960.  Two  main  groups 
were  offered  B.C.G.  vaccine,  “ contacts  ” of  cases  and  older  children  at  Secon- 
dary Schools.  The  first  group  “ contacts  ” is  vaccinated  by  the  Chest 
Physician  at  Clinics,  whilst  school  children  are  given  the  preliminary  tests 
and  B.C.G.  vaccine  at  school  by  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  of  the  Health 
Department. 

Details  of  the  B.C.G.  vaccination  work  done  for  contacts,  children  and 
young  persons  are  given  in  Table  21. 


A. 


B. 


C. 


Table  21. 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS— YEAR  1961. 
Number  of  persons  vaccinated  through  the  Authority’s  approved 
arrangements  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 
Contact  Scheme. 

(Circular  72/49  (Wales)  ). 


(i)  Number  skin  tested  

860 

(ii)  Number  found  positive  , 

425 

(iii)  Number  found  negative  

229 

(iv)  Number  vaccinated  

160 

Children  and  Young  Persons  Scheme. 

(Circulars  22/53  (Wales),  7/59  (Wales),  and  6/61 

(Wales)  ). 

(i)  Number  skin  tested 

...  1979 

(ii)  Number  found  positive 

537 

(iii)  Number  found  negative  

...  1405 

(iv)  Number  vaccinated  

...  1143 

Students  attending  further  education  establishments. 

(Circular  7/59  (Wales)  ). 

(i)  Number  skin  tested  



(ii)  Number  found  positive  



(iii)  Number  found  negative  



(iv)  Number  vaccinated  



Poliomyelitis  Vaccination— At  the  end  of  1961,  55,330  persons  had  re- 
ceived two  injections  of  poliomyelitis  vaccine  : 45,445  of  these  had  received 
three  injections.  There  was  no  waiting  time  for  vaccination  in  the  first 
six  months  of  the  year  but  vaccine  was  in  short  supply  during  the  last  six 
months  and  the  waiting  list  for  vaccination  slowly  mounted  up.  Several 
“ open  ” clinics  continued  at  convenient  centres  for  infants  and  persons  under 
40  years  of  age,  until  vaccine  became  short  in  September.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  89.5%  of  children  under  15  years  of  age  had  been  vaccinated,  but 
only  49.5  % of  those  between  15  and  40  years  of  age. 

As  reported  in  my  last  annual  report,  General  Practitioners  were  per- 
mitted to  vaccinate  persons  over  40  years  of  age  from  1st  January,  1961, 
with  Salk  vaccine  which  was  to  be  obtained  through  the  ordinary  chemists’ 
shops.  In  all  other  cases.  General  Practitioners  obtain  the  salk  vaccine  from 
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the  County  Health  Offices.  This  new  scheme  for  the  over  forties  has  not 
proved  very  effective,  and  as  far  as  we  can  ascertain  very  little  poliomyelitis 
vaccine  has  been  dispensed  by  chemists  for  Practitioners  to  do  this  work. 

In  April,  1961,  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  issued  Circular  15/61  (Wales) 
recommending  that  a fourth  booster  dose  of  poliomyelitis  vaccine  be  given 
to  children  between  five  and  eleven  years  of  age  one  year  after  the  third 
dose.  This  was  recommended  as  children  in  this  age  group  (5  to  11  years) 
were  at  greater  risk  of  contracting  poliomyelitis  than  any  other  age  group. 
In  view  of  this  Circular  it  was  decided  to  try  and  offer  all  children  between 
five  and  eleven  years  of  age  a fourth  dose  of  poliomyelitis  vaccine  before 
the  schools  closed  for  the  summer  holidays  on  28th  July,  1961.  In  view  of 
the  large  number  involved  this  could  only  be  done  by  doing  the  work  at 
schools  and  cancelling  certain  other  clinical  work.  All  this  was  explained 
to  General  Practitioners,  parents  and  head  teachers  and  we  got  full  co-opera- 
tion from  all  concerned. 

The  acceptance  rate  for  the  fourth  dose  was  extremely  high  and  a start 
was  made  on  this  work  in  June.  All  the  fourth  doses  were  given  before 
the  summer  holidays  and  10,296  children  were  given  a fourth  dose  at  school, 
thanks  to  the  hard  work  of  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  of  the  Health 
Department  and  the  excellent  co-operation  of  the  headteachers  and  their 
staff. 

It  should  be  noted  that  our  ordinary  poliomyelitis  vaccination  programme 
continued  during  the  year  as  in  1960 — children  and  persons  under  forty 
being  offered  poliomyelitis  vaccination  either  by  General  Practitioners  or  at 
County  Clinics.  This  work  went  on  smoothly  until  September  when  supplies 
of  poliomyelitis  vaccine  became  scarce  and  we  were  only  able  to  offer  vac- 
cination to  infants  and  certain  priority  groups.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  several  hundred  cases  awaiting  vaccination  and  no  indication  that  sup- 
plies of  vaccine  would  be  available  for  some  months.  I would  like  to  thank 
adjoining  authorities  who  loaned  us  poliomyelitis  vaccine  to  vaccinate  our 
priority  groups  during  this  period  in  particular  the  Health  Department  of  the 
City  of  Liverpool. 

In  October  the  Minister  of  Health  announced  in  Parliament  that  Sabin 
(mouth)  vaccine  had  been  approved  as  safe  and  effective  for  use  in  pro- 
tecting against  poliomyelitis.  Sabin  vaccine  had  been  used  in  certain  areas 
in  England  and  Wales  on  trials  and  the  Joint  Committee  on  Poliomyelitis 
Vaccines  reported  that  the  vaccine  was  very  effective  and  safe.  The  Minister 
stated  that  he  hoped  the  Sabin  vaccine  would  be  available  possibly  by  the 
end  of  the  year— but  no  Sabin  vaccine  was  released  for  general  use  by  the 
end  of  1961. 

During  the  year  three  cases  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  were  notified  in 
the  County.  No  cases  of  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  were  notified  and  no 
deaths  occurred  from  the  disease  in  the  County  in  1961.  This  is  a very 
satisfactory  position  in  view  of  the  fact  that  many  cases  of  poliomyelitis 
were  notified  in  England  and  Wales  during  the  year  and  there  were  several 
deaths, 


Table  22. 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION. 

(A)— PERSONS  WHO  RECEIVED  TWO  INJECTIONS. 
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(C)— PERSONS  WHO  RECEIVED  FOUR  INJECTIONS. 

1961  ...  — ...  1310  ...  7195  ...  1791  — — — — 10296* 

• These  are  included  in  the  total  of  55,330  in  Section  (A)  above. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  3,882  more  patients  were  dealt  with  by  the  am- 
bulances in  1961  than  in  1960.  954  more  stretcher  cases,  and  2,989  sitting 
cases,  17,998  more  patients  were  dealt  with  than  in  1955.  The  journeys 
in  1961  increased  by  1,312  on  1960  and  3,063  on  1955.  Mileage  in  1961  was 
increased  by  18,025  on  1960  and  125,231  on  1955.  The  average  number  of 
patients  every  24  hours  conveyed  by  the  ambulances  in  1961  was  118.50, 
in  1960  it  was  108,  in  1955  it  was  71.  The  average  mileage  covered  by  the 
ambulances  every  24  hours  in  1961  was  1.018.  in  1960  it  was  1031.75,  and 
in  1955  it  was  738  miles. 


Hired  Sitting  Case  Cars. 


1961 

1960 

Month 

1 

! 

1 

- 

■ 

Patients 

|journeys 

i - 

Mileage 

1 

' Cost 

Patients  Journeys 

Mileage 

Cost 

1 

i £ 

s. 

d. 

i 

^ £ s. 

d. 

inuary 

477 

! 219 

4132 

' 214 

4 

8 

222 

1 126 

2076 

105  15 

2 

ebruary 

334 

I 158 

3037 

155 

6 

4 

234 

125 

2268 

1 114  2 

6 

larch 

527 

1 210 

3601 

184 

7 

3 

473 

r 211 

3846 

199  3 

10 

pril 

434 

! 180 

3211 

161 

6 

10 

451 

' 211 

4061 

; 209  4 

0 

[ay 

464 

i 195 

3889 

198 

11 

10 

412 

200 

3630 

1 186  7 

9 

me 

413 

1 206 

3900 

199 

0 

0 

416 

202 

4003 

! 202  4 

8 

ily 

283 

i 143 

2653 

136 

7 

0 

386 

198 

3903 

197  8 

7 

ugust 

291 

143 

2655 

135 

12 

4 

217 

1 111 

2082 

106  1 

8 

jptember 

' 360 

180 

3433 

170 

5 

1 

376 

143  1 

2754  1 

141  18 

2 

ctober 

! 327 

133 

2450 

124 

8 

6 

337 

138  j 

2540  ’ 

132  0 

6 

ovember 

1 582 

249 

4556 

232 

3 

1 

506  ' 

210 

3976 

204  13 

3 

ecember 

1 348 

148 

2820 

153 

13 

0 

478 

• 190  ' 

1 

3819  j 

1 

196  3 

0 

Totals 

4840 

2164 

40337 

2065 

5 

11 

4508 

2065 

i 

38958 

1995  13 

1 

From  the  foregoing  statistics,  it  will  be  noted  that  there  was  an  increase 
of  332  patients  conveyed  by  Hired  Sitting  Case  Cars  in  1961  as  compared 
with  1960.  Journeys  show  an  increase  of  99  and  the  mileage  was  increased 
by  1,379.  Cost  shows  an  increase  of  only  £69/12/10.  The  number  of  patients 
carried  by  sitting  case  cars  in  1961  were  fewer  by  9,667  than  in  1955.  Jour- 
neys were  also  reduced  by  3,966  and  mileage  reduced  bv  117,305.  Cost  was 
reduced  by  £6,072/13/2. 


The  number  of  patients  conveyed  bv  rail  during  1961  was  56  compared 
with  32  in  1960,  and  19  in  1955. 

Analysis— The  following  is  an  analysis  of  patients  dealt  with  during 
1961  by  the  County  Council  ambulance.'  and  hired  sitting  case  cars,  and  of 
patients  carried  by  rail,  with  comparative  figures  for  1960  and  1955 
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1961 

I960 

1955 

Road  accidents  

477  ... 

516  ... 

223 

Miscellaneous  accidents 

269  ... 

291  ... 

111 

Maternity  cases  

...  1039  ... 

987  ... 

246 

Emergency  cases 

...  3375  ... 

2951  ... 

1279 

Infectious  cases 

115  ... 

159  ... 

79 

General  removals  and  clinic  cases 

...  42852  ... 

39009  ... 

37839 

Patients  by  rail 

56  ... 

32  ... 

19 

48183 

43945 

39796 

lotal  increase  of  patients  in  1961  was  4,328  on  1960  figures,  and  8,387 
on  1955. 

The  average  number  of  emergency  calls  every  24  hours  during  the  year 
1961  was  14.50,  in  1960  it  was  13.50,  and  in  1955  it  was  5.25.  These  are 
calls  that  the  service  has  to  deal  with  immediately  the  call  is  received  at 
the  Ambulance  Control,  and  I am  very  pleased  to  report  that  out  of  the 
total  of  5,275  emergency  calls  received  during  the  year  not  one  complaint 
was  received  of  any  delay  in  ambulances  attending.  This  record  would  not 
have  been  possible  without  the  aid  of  radio. 

1,575  patients  were  conveyed  to  and  from  Liverpool  Hospitals  during 
the  year.  The  amount  of  £75/12/0  was  paid  to  the  Mersey  Tunnel  Autho- 
rities for  the  1,008  occasions  when  our  ambulances  used  the  Tunnel  during 
1961. 


Mobile  Health  Clinic — The  following  table  gives  figures  relating  to  the 
use  of  the  Mobile  Health  Clinic  in  the  County  : — 


1961.  1960. 

Sessions.  Mileage.  Sessions.  Mileage. 
192  4629  ...  183  4725 


The  following  shows  the  number  of  mothers  and  babies  conveyed  from 
the  surrounding  districts  by  the  towing  vehicle  to  the  mobile  clinic,  with 
comparative  figures  for  1960  : — 


Mothers. 

926 


1961. 

Total 

Babies.  Carried.  Mileage. 
1297  2223  1061 


1960. 

Total 

Mothers.  Babies.  Carried.  Mileage. 
905  1307  2212  908 
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Delivery  of  Welfare  Foods. 


1961.  1960. 

Journeys.  Mileage.  Journeys.  Mileage. 
51  2484  ...  64  3287 


Mobile  Dental  Clinic — On  22nd  June,  1961,  the  Mobile  Dental  Clinic 
was  put  into  service  at  various  schools  in  the  County  and  the  following 
shows  the  number  of  journeys  made  and  mileage  involved  during  1961  : — 

Journeys  7,  Mileage  245. 

Towing  the  Mobile  Clinics  also  the  delivering  of  Welfare  Foods,  and 
journeys  made  in  delivering  various  equipment  in  connection  with  the  Health 
Service  was  undertaken  by  the  following  vehicles  : — 


Mileage 

covered. 

RDM  454 

6646 

174  ADM 

Land  Rover  

2080 

VDM  156 

167 

Total  mileage  covered 

8893 

This  mileage  is  in  addition  to  the  394,585  shown  for  ambulances,  mak- 
ing a grand  total  of  403,478  during  the  year  by  the  seventeen  ambulances 
in  commission  on  31st  December,  1961. 

Fuel — 13,377  gallons  of  petrol  were  consumed  by  thirteen  vehicles  during 
the  year  to  cover  227,446  miles,  average  miles  per  gallon  17,  and  6,203  gallons 
of  Derv  were  consumed  by  the  seven  diesel  ambulances  to  cover  176,032 
miles,  average  miles  per  gallon  28.25. 

Again  figures  indicate  that  diesel  vehicles  are  more  economical  to  run 
than  petrol-driven  vehicles.  The  above  shows  that  fuel  consumption  by 
diesel  vehicles  is  about  eleven  miles  per  gallon  better  than  petrol  vehicles. 
Approximately  £750  has  therefore  been  saved  on  fuel  during  the  year  by 
having  seven  diesel  ambulances  in  our  fleet  of  vehicles. 

Tyres — 43  new  tyres  and  23  remould  tyres  were  purchased  during  the 
year.  Average  miles  per  tyre  was  24,000. 

Flintshire  patients  conveyed  by  other  Authorities — The  following  table 
shows  the  number  of  Flintshire  patients  conveyed  by  other  Authorities  dur- 
ing the  year  with  comparative  figures  for  1960  ; — 


FLINTSHIRE  PATIENTS  CONVEYED  BY  OTHER  AUTHORITIES. 
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The  following  shows  the  number  of  patients  carried  by  the  Flintshire 
Ambulance  Service  on  behalf  of  other  Authorities,  with  comparative  figures 
for  1 960,  and  costs  recovered  : — 
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The  following  shows  the  total  patients  (including  mothers  and  babies 
transported  to  Mobile  Clinic),  total  journeys  including  towing  Health  and 
Dental  Mobile  Clinics,  delivery  of  welfare  foods,  moving  medical  equipment 
and  total  number  of  miles  involved,  with  comparative  figures  for  1960  and 
1955 


Total  patients  

Total  journeys  including  towing  of 
Mobile  Clinics  and  delivering  of 
Welfare  Foods  and  medical 
equipment 

Total  mileage  involved  


1961.  1960.  1955. 


50,406 


13,679 

443,815 


46,157 


12,264 

424,438 


39,796 


14,331 

426,995 


Safe  Driving  Awards  for  1961 — Eleven  of  the  full-time  Ambulance 
Drivers  qualified  for  safe  driving  awards  from  the  National  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Accidents  during  1961.  The  average  mileage  covered  by  each 
driver  was  21,000. 

Ambulance  Driver  J.  Wardman,  Rhyl  Station — Ten  Years  Gold  Medal. 

Senior  Driver  C.  Grace,  Rhyl  Station — Five  Years  Silver  Medal. 

Ambulance  Driver  T.  S.  Roberts,  Holywell  Station — Five  Years  Silver  Medal. 
Ambulance  Driver  W.  Reynolds,  Rhyl  Station — 1st  Silver  Bar. 

Ambulance  Driver  E.  Wilson,  Flint  Station — 1st  Silver  Bar. 

Ambulance  Driver  T.  Thomas,  Mold  Station — 4th  Diploma. 

Ambulance  Driver  D.  G.  Griffiths,  Mold  Station — 4th  Diploma. 

Ambulance  Driver  E.  S.  Roberts,  Mold  Station — 2nd  Diploma. 

Driver/ Attendant  LI.  Lloyd,  Rhyl  Station — 2nd  Diploma. 

Driver /Attendant  J.  H.  A.  Edge,  Rhyl  Station — 2nd  Diploma. 

Driver  Attendant  A.  Parry,  Queensferry  Station — 1st  Diploma. 

Eight  drivers  failed  to  qualify  after  being  involved  in  accidents  which 
were  attributed  to  misjudgment  on  their  part. 

During  the  year  19  accident  claims  were  made  on  the  Insurance  Com- 
pany, 1 1 of  the  accidents  were  attributed  to  having  been  caused  by  other 
road  users,  2 were  caused  by  carelessness  on  the  part  of  our  drivers,  and  4 
caused  by  misjudgment  and  bad  condition  of  approaches  to  patients’  ad- 
dresses, 2 were  due  to  icy  road  conditions. 

Mouth  to  Mouth  Direct  Artificial  Respiration — During  the  summer 
months  our  records  show  that  the  Ambulance  Service  is  called  upon  to 
answer  a number  of  calls  to  attend  to  cases  of  some  form  of  suffocation, 
mostly  drowning.  Although  every  effort  was  made  by  the  ambulance  crews, 
and  many  of  the  other  public  services,  to  save  the  lives  of  the  victims  by 
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applying  artificial  respiration,  it  proved  of  little  avail.  Medical  research 
has  shown  that  the  direct  method  of  restoring  breathing  is  far  superior. 
This  method  is  by  blowing  direct  into  the  victim’s  lungs,  and  to  administer 
this  method  a small  apparatus  called  the  Brook  Airway  has  been  purchased 
for  each  ambulance.  Since  the  introduction  of  the  Airways  I am  glad  to 
report  that  seven  lives  were  saved  in  this  County  during  1961 — one  occasion 
was  coal  gas  poisoning,  four  were  cases  of  drowning,  one  was  due  to  overdose 
of  drugs,  and  one  was  a road  accident  involving  multiple  injuries. 

Annual  County  Ambulance  Competition — The  Annual  Competition 
between  the  Ambulance  Stations  in  the  County  was  held  on  4th  June,  1961, 
at  the  New  Ambulance  Headquarters,  Mold.  Adjudicators  were  Dr.  Plews, 
District  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Cheshire  County  Council,  and  Mr.  G. 
Jones,  County  Ambulance  Officer,  Cheshire  County  Council.  Four  teams  took 
jjart — Mold,  Rhyl,  Queensferry  and  Holywell. 

The  winning  team  was  Holywell  (Mr.  P.  Thomas  and  Mr.  T.  Hughes) 
with  155  marks  out  of  the  possible  200.  Mold  was  second  with  137^  marks. 
Rhyl  third  with  109^-  marks. 

The  winning  team  was  presented  with  the  County  Shield  by  the  Chair- 
man, Alderman  J.  R.  Gilbert.  This  team  also  held  the  shield  in  1960,  and 
they  also  represented  the  County  in  the  Annual  Wales  Regional  Competition 
held  at  Newtown,  Montgomeryshire,  on  25th  June,  1961,  when  nine  teams 
took  part — Anglesey,  Caernarvonshire,  Denbighshire,  Merionethshire,  Car- 
marthenshire, Monmouthshire,  Cardiff,  Flintshire  and  Montgomeryshire. 

The  results  were  Denbighshire  first  with  88  marks  out  of  the  possible 
120,  Flintshire  second  with  83  marks,  Monmouthshire  third  with  73^  marks. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  and  County  Ambulance  Officer  were  invited 
to  judge  the  1961  Ambulance  Competition  in  Cheshire  and  also  to  judge  the 
No.  1 Regional  Competition  in  Warrington  on  Sunday,  14th  May,  1961,  when 
eleven  teams  took  part  representing  the  whole  of  Lancashire,  Cheshire  and 
County  Boroughs  in  these  Counties. 

National  Association  of  Ambulance  Officers — The  County  Ambulance 
Officer  attended  three  Regional  Meetings  at  Shrewsbury  during  the  year.  He 
has  again  been  re-elected  Chairman  of  the  Wales  Region  for  the  sixth  year. 

He  also  attended  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  (Ambulance)  Sub- 
Committee  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Association  held  at  Harrogate  on 
22nd  September,  1961. 

Civil  Defence — The  County  Ambulance  Officer  attended  a six-days  re- 
qualifying Instructors  Course  at  the  Civil  Defence  School,  Falfield,  Near 
Bristol,  from  11th  to  17th  June,  1961.  He  qualified  to  remain  a qualified 
instructor  for  the  next  five  years, 
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New  Ambulances — Three  new  ambulances  were  purchased  and  put  into 
service  during  the  year — two  Morris  LD4  and  one  Austin  LD04,  all  fitted 
with  Lomas  dual  purpose  bodies  made  to  the  County  specifications  and 
fitted  with  Dunlop  Pnuride  Suspension.  The  first  two  were  delivered  in 
August  to  replace  two  Bedford  Light  Ambulances  which  had  been  in  service 
since  April  1955,  and  had  completed  over  250,000  miles  each.  The  Austin 
was  delivered  on  27th  November,  1961,  to  replace  the  Austin  Sheerline  Am- 
bulance which  had  been  in  service  from  1951,  and  had  completed  286,000 
miles.  Two  of  the  new  vehicles  were  stationed  in  Mold  and  one  in  Queens - 
ferry. 

A new  long  wheel  base  Land  Rover  fitted  with  Rover  standard  hard  top 
was  delivered  on  31st  July,  1961.  This  vehicle  is  used  for  towing  the  Dental 
Clinic,  delivering  welfare  foods,  and  also  used  for  removing  any  health 
equipment.  It  has  also  been  fitted  up  so  that  is  can  be  used  in  an  emergency 
for  sitting-up  patients  or  as  a one-stretcher  ambulance. 

The  new  Dental  Mobile  Clinic  was  delivered  on  6th  June,  1961. 


Vehicles — Total  vehicles  in  service  at  31st  December,  1961  : — 


Type. 

Make. 

Year. 

Condition. 

Reg,  No, 

Standard  2 Stretcher 

Bedford  Petrol 

1955 

Good 

LDM  781 

Standard  Dual  Purpose 

do. 

1958 

Good 

RDM  454 

Standard  2 Stretcher 

Morris  Diesel 

1956 

Good 

NDM  694 

do. 

do. 

1957 

Good 

PDM  138 

do. 

do. 

1958 

Good 

RDM  563 

do. 

do. 

1958 

Fair 

RDM  571 

do. 

do. 

1959 

Good 

SDM  953 

do. 

do. 

1960 

Good 

WDM  562 

do. 

Austin  Diesel 

1961 

New 

51  ADM 

do. 

Morris  Petrol 

1959 

Good 

SDM  982 

do. 

do. 

1961 

Good 

52  ADM 

do. 

do. 

1961 

Good 

72  ADM 

Light  2 stretcher 

Bedford  Petrol 

1955 

Poor 

LDM  719 

do. 

do. 

1955 

Poor 

LDM  721 

do. 

do. 

1955 

Poor 

MDM  450 

do. 

Land  Rover  Petrol 

1960 

Good 

VDM  156 

Towing  1 Stretcher 

do. 

1961 

New 

ADM  174 

Coventry  Steel 

Mobile  Health  Clinic 

Caravan  Co. 

1958 

Good 

— 

Mobile  Dental  Clinic 

do. 

1961 

New 

— 

Accommodation — Considerable  improvements  have  been  achieved  in 
1961  with  regard  to  accommodation  for  the  Ambulance  Service.  The  New 
County  Ambulance  Headquarters  at  Mold  was  officially  opened  on  the  13th 
April,  1961,  by  Alderman  A.  G.  Moyle,  J.P.,  Chairman  of  the  Flintshire 
County  Council.  Also  present  was  Alderman  Arthur  Jones,  J.P,,  Chairman 
of  the  Health  Committee,  and  Alderman  J.  R.  Gilbert,  Chairman  of  the 
Ambulance  Sub  Committee,  and  other  members  of  the  County  Council  and 
County  Officials, 
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The  Headquarters  came  into  operation  on  27th  March,  1961,  when  our 
Central  Day  Control  at  Holywell  was  transferred  to  the  new  Control  Room 
in  Mold  to  operate  over  twenty-four  hours  seven  days  a week.  The  Am- 
bulance Officer  and  his  administrative  staff  were  transferred  from  40,  High 
Street,  Mold,  to  the  new  premises  on  the  same  date.  The  administration 
part  of  the  building  consists  of  control  room,  staff  room  and  small  kitchen- 
ette, waiting  room,  three  store  rooms,  welfare  foods  stock  room,  six  offices 
and  male  and  female  toilets.  The  garages  will  accommodate  six  ambulances 
and  two  mobile  clinics. 

One  of  the  garages  has  been  fitted  out  as  a repair  and  maintenance 
depot.  I am  glad  to  report  that  the  standard  of  the  service  has  greatly 
improved  and  not  only  has  efficiency  in  the  administration  and  the  organisa- 
tion improved,  but  the  standard  generally  throughout  the  service  is  higher. 

New  Ambulance  Station  at  Holyw'ell — A four-bay  station  was  built  at 
Holyw'ell  and  was  occupied  on  24th  July,  1961.  There  is  also  a small  office, 
a store  room,  amblutions  room  and  toilet,  with  facilities  for  washing  vehicles. 
This  station  was  badly  needed  in  Holywell  as,  previously,  ambulances  were 
garaged  on  private  premises  wdth  no  facilities  of  any  kind  for  cleaning 
vehicles — most  important  requirement  in  an  ambulance  station. 

Maintenance — Since  a full-time  mechanic  was  appointed  at  the  County 
Ambulance  Headquarters  all  maintenance  and  repairs  have  been  carried  out 
on  all  vehicles  regularly  at  our  Repair  Depot.  Carrying  out  our  own  repairs 
and  maintenance  has  proved  of  value,  not  only  in  improved  standards  of 
maintenance  but  also  in  reducing  the  time  vehicles  are  out  of  commission. 

Establishment  of  the  Service  as  at  31st  December,  1961. 

Head  of  Service — County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Officer  in  Charge — County  Ambulance  Officer. 


Record  Clerk  and  Control  Relief  ...  ...  1 

Control  Clerks  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Telephonist  ...  ...  ...  ...  ] 

Part-time  Shorthand-Typist  ...  ...  ...  1 

Operational : 

Senior  Ambulance  Drivers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ambulance  Drivers  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Relief  Ambulance  Drivers  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ambulance  Attendants  ...  ...  ...  7 

Temporary  Attendant  1 

Part-time  Ambulance  Driver  (Hanmer)  ...  1 

Mechanic  1 

Caretaker  at  Headquarters  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  Staff 


36 
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Conduct  and  Health — The  general  conduct  of  the  staff  throughout  the 
year  has  been  excellent.  Accidents  and  sickness,  however,  have  been  res- 
ponsible for  men  being  off  duty  as  follows  : — 

Accident  in  respect  of  one  man — 1,176  man  hours. 

Sickness — 884  man  hours. 

Control  and  Administrative  Staff — 30  working  days. 

Conclusion — I wish  to  acknowledge  the  excellent  service  rendered  by  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society  in  providing  escorts  to  travel  on  long  distance 
train  journeys  during  the  year. 

The  Control  and  Operational  Staff  have  given  efficient  and  loyal  service 
during  the  year,  often  under  appreciable  difficulties.  I also  desire  to  express 
my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  and  his  staff  for  their 
valuable  help  up  to  the  date  of  transfer  to  the  new  Headquarters. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

(a)  Tuberculosis — All  tuberculosis  cases  on  the  register  including  newly 
notified  cases  were  visited  during  the  year  by  the  two  Visitors  for  Chest 
Diseases.  Repeat  visits  being  paid  to  cases  where  necessary,  particularly 
so  to  cases  where  social,  financial  or  other  factors  made  this  desirable. 

It  should  be  made  clear  that  home  visiting  of  the  tuberculous  has  a 
two-fold  purpose,  to  help  the  patient  and  his  or  her  family  as  regards  the 
illness,  and  to  give  every  assistance  with  the  social  and  economic  factors 
arising  as  a result  of  the  illness. 

As  in  previous  years  all  contacts  of  newly  diagnosed  cases  are  visited 
and  advised  to  attend  a Chest  Clinic  for  examination  and  B.C.G.  vaccine 
if  found  suitable  and  under  21  years  of  age. 

During  the  year  333  contacts  out  of  a possible  total  of  366  were 
examined — that  is  90.97  % of  the  known  contacts  attended  a Chest  Clinic 
and  were  examined.  The  Chest  Clinics  in  the  County  skin  tested  860  persons 
during  the  year  and  gave  B.C.G.  vaccine  to  160  persons. 

Grants  of  milk  and  other  foods  were  made  during  the  year  by  the  Area 
Care  and  Nursing  Sub-Committees  to  168  cases  of  tuberculosis  at  a total 
cost  of  £2,793.  These  grants  of  milk  and  other  foods  continue  to  meet  a 
real  need,  particularly  in  cases  of  prolonged  illness,  and  they  are  in  addition 
to  any  special  grants  of  the  National  Assistance  Board.  Grants  are  only 
made  by  the  authority  if  all  contacts  have  been  examined  and  the  patient 
is  accepting  the  treatment  recommended  by  the  Chest  Physician. 

As  a step  to  prevent  Tuberculosis,  all  staff  employed  by  the  Authority 
have  a chest  x-ray  on  engagement,  this  applies  to  all  grades  of  staff,  and 
during  1961  a total  of  403  newly  appointed  staff  had  a chest  x-ray. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  of  school  children  and  young  persons  attending 
colleges  and  universities  continued  during  the  year.  B.C.G.  vaccine  was 
offered  to  those  over  thirteen  years  of  age  receiving  full-time  or  part-time 
education.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1,143  young  persons  had  received  B.C.G. 
vaccine  under  this  scheme,  which  is  administered  directly  by  the  Health 
Department.  These  persons  are  in  addition  to  those  receiving  B.C.G.  vac- 
cine from  the  Chest  Physicians. 

During  the  year  the  Semi  Static  Mass  X-Ray  Unit  visited  four  centres 
in  the  County  at  intervals  of  three  weeks — ^Rhyl,  Holywell,  Shotton  and 
Mold.  Good  attendances  were  recorded  and  General  Practitioners  made  good 
use  of  the  Unit  by  referring  cases  with  chest  symptoms. 

I would  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  two  Visitors  for  Chest  Diseases 
who  continued  to  do  excellent  work  during  the  year,  both  in  Chest  Clinics 
and  on  their  districts.  My  sincere  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  two  Chest 
Physicians  and  their  staff  for  their  valuable  and  ever  ready  help. 
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(bj  Illness  generally— Grants  of  milk,  etc.,  similar  to  those  for  tuberculosis 
are  also  made  by  the  Area  Sub-Committees  to  persons  suffering  from  other 
forms  of  illness,  and  to  mental  defectives  living  in  their  own  homes.  Eleven 
such  persons  were  assisted  in  1961.  The  cost  of  this  was  £126/15/0. 

During  the  year  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  St.  John  Am- 
bulance Brigade  continued  to  operate  Medical  Loan  Depots  at  twenty-one 
centres  in  the  County.  All  these  depots  have  nursing  equipment  such  as 
back  rests,  bed  pans,  urinals,  rubber  sheeting,  etc.,  which  is  available  on 
loan  to  persons  ill  at  home.  Both  organisations  rendered  invaluable  service 
during  the  year  in  this  field,  and  new  depots  recently  opened  at  the  request 
of  the  Health  Committee  operated  very  efficiently. 

Financial  responsibility  for  periods  of  convalescence  in  Convalescent 
Homes  has  also  been  accepted  by  the  Authority,  the  Medical  Officer  having 
the  power  to  arrange  such  convalescence  at  his  discretion.  The  Authority 
accepted  financial  responsibility  for  nineteen  such  patients  in  1961.  Recom- 
mendations for  convalescence  are  received  from  the  hospitals,  general 
practitioners  and  public,  and  charges  are  recovered  according  to  the  financial 
circumstances  of  the  patient. 


DOMESTIC  HELP. 

The  demands  on  this  very  valuable  service  have  increased  steadily  since 
1948,  and  the  number  of  cases  helped  in  1961  (730)  is  the  highest  recorded. 

During  the  year  help  at  home  was  provided  for  medical,  surgical, 
maternity  and  other  cases  including  families  when  the  mother  was  suffering 
from  or  recovering  from  mental  illness.  As  in  past  years  the  majority  of 
cases  helped  (73.29  %)  were  the  aged,  many  of  whom  got  regular  short 
periods  of  help  including  visits  during  the  weekend. 

One  other  important  contribution  of  the  service  is  the  keeping  together 
of  a family  when  the  mother  is  ill.  By  providing  a help  the  children  can 
remain  at  home,  which  is  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the  family  and  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Authority  who  would  otherwise  be  obliged  to  admit  the 
children  to  a home. 

The  service  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  public  and  the  standard  of 
the  helpers  is  high.  Regular  meetings  of  Domestic  Helps  are  held  in  various 
parts  of  the  County  when  matters  concerning  their  work  are  discussed  and 
films  and  other  instructional  material  shown. 

Persons  receiving  the  services  of  a Home  Help  contribute  towards  the 
cost  of  the  service  on  a scale  approved  by  the  County  Council.  This  scale 
has  been  simplified  in  recent  years  and  brought  into  line  with  the  scale 
used  by  the  National  Assistance  Board.  Many  of  the  persons  helped  are 
elderly  and  do  not  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  the  service  as  their  only 
income  is  a pension,  sometimes  supplemented  by  National  Assistance. 
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As  mentioned  previously  requests  were  received  from  General  Practioners 
for  more  evening  and  weekend  help,  and  even  night  help.  Arrangements 
were  made  to  provide  all-night  sitters,  but  very  little  call  has  been  made 
on  this  service  by  the  public.  Evening  and  weekend  help  is  also  available 
when  required  now,  this  being  provided  by  the  existing  helps  by  a re- 
organisation of  hours  of  duty. 

The  Home  Help  Service  has  become  one  of  the  most  valuable  services 
we  provide,  it  is  a personal  service,  meeting  a real  need  in  the  patients' 
homes,  at  a critical  period.  It  is  also  a service  that  is  much  appreciated 
by  all  concerned,  doctors,  hospital  staff,  social  workers  and  most  of  all  by 
those  who  are  cared  for  by  the  Home  Helps  in  their  own  homes. 

Details  of  cases  helped  and  hours  worked  are  shown  in  Table  23. 
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Table  23. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

Number  of  cases  where  domestic  help  was  provided  during  the  year 

Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  3< 

Tuberculosis  (including  aged  and  infirm)  ...  y'  « 

Chronic  Sick  ... 

Medical  ' 

Surgical  ...  ‘ 

Special  


Total  ...  -^730 


^Number  of  these  who  received  evening  help 
Hours  worked  : — 

Eastern  Area  33.6,8 

Central  Area  ...  ...  24  491^ 

Western  Area  63,83414 


Total  ...  121,944 

Number  of  first  visits  to  patients 
Number  of  re-visits  to  patients 
Number  of  first  visits  to  helpers 
Number  of  re-visits  to  helpers 
Prospective  helpers  interviewed  at  office 
Prospective  helpers  interviewed  at  home 
Helpers  employed  31st  December,  1961 
Full-time 
Part-time 

Number  of  meetings  held  for  Home  Helps 
New  cases  served  in  1961  : 


222 

720 

21 

627 

12 

38 

1 

106 

8 


Maternity 

Eastern. 

16 

Tuberculosis 

Chronic  Sick 

58 

Others  : 
Medical 

16 

Surgical 

7 

Special — includes 
Chronic  Sick  and 
Mental  Health 

7 

Total 

104 

Central. 

Western. 

Total. 

5 

15 

36 

2 

— 

2 

51 

89 

198 

15 

55 

86 

— 

9 

16 

5 

3 

15 

— 

— 

— 

78 

171 

353 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Health  education  is  so  much  part  of  the  daily  work  of  the  department 
that  only  items  of  special  interest  are  noted  here.  Health  education  is  under- 
taken by  all  members  of  the  staff — doctors,  health  visitors,  nurses  and  other 
staff — and  in  recent  years  we  have  acquired  a considerable  amount  of 
valuable  visual  aids,  particularly  film  strips  slides  and  sound  films.  The 
department  now  has  a sound  film  projector  and  two  projectors  for  strips  and 
slides,  and  access  to  other  equipment  such  as  epidiascopes  when  required. 

This  equipment  is  in  the  care  of  Mr.  E.  Lewis,  the  County  Public  Health 
Inspector,  who  works  closely  with  Mr.  Ellis,  the  Visual  Aids  Officer  of  the 
Education  Authority. 

During  the  year  our  health  education  work  in  schools  continued  both  in 
primary  schools  and  secondary  schools.  In  primary  schools  several  “ health 
weeks  ” were  held  with  the  aim  of  instilling  the  principles  of  healthy  con- 
duct and,  at  the  same  time,  demonstrating  their  practical  application.  In 
secondary  schools,  we  co-operated  with  head  teachers  and  gave  what  assis- 
tance they  required.  I would  like,  in  particular,  to  mention  the  special  part 
played  by  Dr.  E.  Pearse  and  Dr.  W.  Manwell  in  secondary  schools,  and 
the  pioneer  work  they  do  in  the  field  of  education  on  human  reproduction. 

During  the  year  Miss  P.  M.  Matthews,  the  Superintendent  Health 
Visitor,  arranged  that  a health  topic  should  receive  attention  each  month 
at  all  clinics  in  the  County  including  the  mobile  clinic.  In  this  way,  special 
display  material  was  obtained  in  quantity  and  our  efforts  concentrated  on 
a particular  topic  for  a given  period.  This  project  proved  very  effective 
and  will  be  repeated  in  modified  form  in  1962. 

In  February,  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  held  a two-day 
course  at  the  Flint  Clinic  on  “ Human  Relations,”  which  was  attended  by 
fifty  persons,  including  Health  Visitors  and  Nurses  invited  from  outside 
authorities.  This  course  proved  valuable  and  very  stimulating  to  the  staff. 
A number  of  Home  Helps  also  attended  one  of  the  lectures  which  was  con- 
sidered to  be  applicable  to  their  service. 

Courses  of  lectures  in  First  Aid  were  arranged  during  the  year  to  Young 
Farmers’  Clubs  in  various  parts  of  the  County.  These  lectures  were  requested 
following  recent  legislation  which  makes  it  obligatory  for  first  aid  equipment 
to  be  available  on  all  farms. 

As  in  the  past,  members  of  the  staff  attended  selected  groups  to  give 
talks  on  topics  related  to  health  and  the  work  of  the  department.  Several 
requests  were  received  for  information  on  the  working  of  the  new  Mental 
Health  Act  and  how  the  various  bodies  helped  those  mentally  ill  and  their 
families.  Requests  for  talks  on  mental  illness  and  the  services  for  the  men- 
tally ill  were  always  met  in  order  to  give  the  public  up-to-date  knowledge 
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of  what  is  being  done  and,  in  this  way,  obtain  a more  enlightened  and 
tolerant  public  who  will  thus  be  ready  to  accept  back  those  who  have  had 
some  form  of  mental  illness  and  are  back  in  the  community. 

In  August  a small  exhibition  was  arranged  at  the  Flint  and  Denbigh 
Agricultural  Show  at  Prestatyn.  We  decided  to  use  as  a focal  point  our 
new  Mobile  Dental  Clinic  and  arrange  in  an  adjoining  tent  an  exhibit  on 
the  prevention  of  dental  decay.  This  proved  of  considerable  interest  to  the 
public  and  was  visited  by  several  hundred  persons  at  the  show. 

The  first  week  of  November  was  National  Fire  Prevention  Week  and  we 
arranged  displays  on  fire  hazards  in  the  home  and  fire  prevention  in  all  our 
clinics.  A great  deal  of  valuable  help  was  obtained  in  this  work  from  the 
Chief  Fire  Officer  and  his  staff  who  made  available  publicity  material  and 
also  gave  us  expert  advice  on  display  material  for  use  in  clinics. 

Mothercraft  clinics  continued  at  ten  centres  during  the  year  under  the 
supervision  of  Miss  L.  Mann,  the  County  Nursing  Officer,  and  her  deputy. 
Miss  M.  McKellar  Farrall.  These  clinics  give  valuable  information  to  ex- 
pectant mothers  and  they  are  able  to  discuss  personal  problems  with  the 
midwives  at  the  clinics  and  obtain  answers  to  the  many  small  but  real  prob- 
lems that  worry  them. 

Much  work  continues  to  be  done  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  mothers  and 
others  the  value  of  protective  vaccination  and  immunisation.  So  many 
serious  illnesses  can  now  be  prevented  or  minimised  by  suitable  vaccines  that 
it  is  hard  to  understand  why  some  mothers  are  so  indifferent  to  this  impor- 
tant matter. 

( 

During  the  year,  in  addition  to  posters,  displays  and  talks,  thousands 
of  leaflets  dealing  with  the  full  range  of  protective  vaccination  and  immunisa- 
tion were  distributed  to  schools — so  that  all  parents  were  provided  with 
simple  non-technical  and  up-to-date  information  on  this  important  matter. 

Certain  members  of  the  department  have  special  responsibilities  in  the 
field  of  health  education,  and  these  are  Miss  E.  Weston,  Senior  Health  Visi- 
tor, Miss  J.  S.  Rogers,  Health  Visitor — both  being  part-time  Health  Education 
Officers.  Miss  P.  M.  Matthews,  Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  and  Miss  L. 
Mann,  County  Nursing  Officer. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  valuable  work  done  by  Mr.  E. 
Lewis,  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector,  who  not  only  undertakes  a great 
deal  of  health  education  work  but  who  also  is  responsible  for  the  visual 
aids  section  of  the  department. 
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During  the  year  it  was  possible  to  see  some  of  the  changes  brought  about 
by  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  and  details  of  the  work  done  are  given 
later  in  this  section.  Although  much  of  the  work  under  the  new  mental 
health  legislation  is  only  in  its  early  stages  some  pattern  of  the  future  is 
taking  shape.  Many  of  the  changes  introduced  by  the  Act  will  come  into 
force  not  as  a result  of  enactments  but  as  a result  of  acceptance  of  new 
ideas  on  mental  illness  by  the  public  and  in  particular  the  relatives  and 
friends  of  patients. 

It  has  become  quite  apparent  after  a year  of  the  new  legislation  that 
the  most  difficult  part  of  the  work  falling  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  is 
after-care  of  the  mentally  ill.  It  is  true  that  we  have  had  new'  prol)lems 
to  face  in  the  field  of  prevention  of  mental  illness,  and  in  dealing  with 
patients  who  do  not  seek  admission  to  hospitals  informally.  This  is  under- 
standable as  the  legislation  relating  to  treatment  is  new  and,  in  parts,  com- 
plicated, as  it  is  designed  in  the  best  interests  of  the  patient.  However,  in 
the  field  of  after-care  the  Local  Health  Authority  is  being  called  upon  to 
deal  with  mentally  ill  patients  discharged  from  hospital  much  earlier  than 
in  the  past  and  needing  more  skilled  after-care,  advice  and  support,  and 
here  we  are  up  against  the  problem  of  trained  staff  to  act  as  Mental  Welfare 
Officers.  The  Authority  approved  an  establishment  of  one  Senior  Mental 
Welfare  Officer  and  four  full-time  Mental  Welfare  Officers,  and  every  effort 
has  been  made  to  recruit  suitable  staff  for  this  work.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  staff  actually  engaged  on  mental  health  work  were  one  Senior 
Mental  Welfare  Officer  and  three  Mental  Welfare  Officers,  and  an  Assistant 
Mental  Welfare  Officer.  Our  policy  for  the  future  is  to  try  and  recruit  fully 
trained  Mental  Welfare  Officers,  or  to  employ  Assistant  Mental  Welfare 
Officers  who  are  prepared  to  undergo  the  two  years  training  leading  to  the 
National  Diploma  in  Social  Work  Training  and  who  will  select  mental  health 
as  their  main  field  in  training. 

During  the  year,  as  in  the  past,  we  have  worked  in  close  collaboration 
with  the  Psychiatric  Hospitals  serving  the  County  and  in  particular  with  the 
North  Wales  Hospital,  Denbigh.  I would  like  to  thank  Dr.  J.  H.  O.  Roberts, 
the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  hospital  and  the  medical  staff  for  their 
ready  and  expert  help  at  all  times.  I would  also  like  to  thank  Miss  P.  M. 
Hammond,  the  Senior  Psychiatric  Social  Worker,  and  her  staff  for  their 
continued  co-operation  with  the  health  department.  Indeed,  it  is  true  to  say 
that  the  hospital  staff,  general  practitioners  and  Mental  Welfare  Officers 
have  become  much  more  of  a “team”  in  1961  than  in  previous  years.  All 
three  sections  must  now  play  their  part  if  the  best  interests  of  the  patient 
are  to  be  met.  Our  problem  as  a Local  Health  Authority  is  recruiting  and 
training  of  staff  and  although  a start  has  been  made  on  training  it  will  take 
possibly  four  years  before  we  are  able  to  cover  the  whole  County  with  fully 
trained  Mental  Welfare  Officers.  The  Fronfraith  Social  Club  for  ex-patients 
continued  its  activities  during  the  year  and  was  regularly  attended  by  Mental 
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Welfare  Officers  and  hospital  social  workers.  This  club  continues  to  provide 
a valuable  stepping  stone  from  illness  to  full  recovery  and  has  now  been 
established  as  a permanent  feature  of  our  mental  health  activities.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  the  club  had  twenty-two  members  many  of  whom  attended 
regularly  and  took  an  active  part  in  club  activities. 

So  far  much  of  what  has  been  stated  refers  to  the  mentally  ill  and 
much  of  this  aKso  applies  to  the  subnormal  and  severely  subnormal.  In  this 
work  we  have  been  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  expert  advice  of  Dr.  M.  J. 
Craft,  the  Consultant  in  Subnormality  for  the  North  Wales  area.  He  is 
now  in  charge  of  the  hospitals  for  the  subnormal  in  North  and  Mid  Wales 
and  is  available  to  give  advice  and  help  to  each  Local  Health  Authority  on 
problems  relating  to  training  and  after-care.  In  the  field  of  domiciliary  care 
good  work  continues  to  be  done  by  Health  Visitors  and  Mental  Welfare 
Officers  and  reports  on  cases  are  submitted  to  each  Area  Care  and  Nursing 
Sub-Committee.  During  the  year  our  Junior  Training  Centre  continued  to 
do  good  work  at  Rhyl  for  subnormal  children  in  the  Western  half  of  the 
County,  whilst  subnormal  children  from  the  Eastern  half  continued  to  attend 
the  newly  built  centre  at  Chester.  Plans  were  well  advanced  at  the  end  of 
the  year  for  the  construction  of  the  Adult  Training  Centre  at  Greenfield 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  whole  County. 

During  the  year  a considerable  amount  of  educational  work  was  under- 
taken by  the  medical  staff  and  mental  welfare  officers  on  the  provisions  of 
the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  and  in  particular  on  the  changes  introduced 
by  the  Act.  A series  of  talks  on  the  new  Act  were  given  to  the  police 
throughout  the  County,  and  talks  and  discussion  on  the  Act  took  place  with 
Health  Visitors,  Nurses  and  Social  Workers  in  other  departments.  In  ad- 
dition. every  opportunity  was  taken  to  meet  groups  of  the  public  and  to 
explain  to  them  the  changes  brought  about  by  the  new  Act  and  how  their 
active  co-operation  could  help  the  mentally  ill. 
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Mental  Health  Act,  1959 — There  has  been  a gradual  increase  in  the 
number  of  patients  admitted  informally  as  the  months  have  passed  since 
the  introduction  of  the  new  Act.  It  is  estimated  that  the  figure  of  sixty-five 
shown  in  the  table  is  about  half  the  total  that  did,  in  fact,  obtain  hospital 
admission  as  informal  patients. 


Table  24. 

MENTALLY-ILL  PATIENTS  DEALT  WITH  BY  MENTAL  WELFARE 
OFFICERS,  1961. 


Admitted  to  Hospital  for  observation  : 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  Section  25  

1 

3 

4 

Under  Section  29  

44 

..  46 

90 

Total 

45 

49 

94 

Admitted  to  Hospital  for  treatment : 

Under  Section  26 

2 

— 

2 

Admitted  to  Hospital  informally  : 

Under  Section  5 

25 

...  40 

65 

Psychopathic  Patients  (admitted 

to  Hospital)  . 

3 

...  — .. 

3 

MENTALLY-ILL  PATIENTS  DEALT  WITH  BY  MENTAL  WELFARE 
OFFICERS,  1959. 

Under  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts ; — 


Certified  Patients 

8 

Temporary  Patients 

142 

Voluntary  Patients 

51 

Total 

201 

In  Table  25,  details  are  given  of  subnormal  patients  admitted  to  hospital 
and  visited  at  home  in  1959  and  1961.  It  will  be  noted  that  hospital  ad- 
missions of  subnormal  patients  show  little  change  but  that  in  1961  217  sub- 
normal patients  were  visited  at  home,  compared  with  198  in  1959.  This 
increase  is  due  to  the  policy  of  discharging  more  subnormal  patients  from 
hospital  into  the  community.  This  trend  will  continue  for  some  time  and 
whilst  it  is  beneficial  to  some  patients  it  does  throw  an  added  responsibility 
on  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  Health  Visitors  who  have  to  supervise  and 
support  the  subnormal  patient  in  the  County. 
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Table  25. 

MENTAL  SUBNORMALITY. 

CASES  ON  LIST  FOR  VISITING  IN  THE  COMMUNITY. 

Age  under  16.  Age  16  & over. 

M.  F.  T.  M.  F.  T.  Total. 

1961  31  25  56  ...  85  76  161  ...  217 

1959  28  19  47  ...  77  74  151  ...  198 


Table  25 — continued. 

PATIENTS  ADMITTED  TO  HOSPITAL. 

Age  under  16.  Age  16  & over. 

M.  F.  T.  M.  F.  T.  Total. 

1961  ; 

Informally — 


Under  Section  5 of  Act  

2 

— 

2 .. 

. — 

2 

2 . 

...  4 

For  observation — 

Under  Section  25  of  Act 

. ~ 

— 

— .. 

. — 

— 

— , 

...  — 

Under  Section  29  of  Act 

. — 

— 

— •• 

. — 

— 

— . 

...  — 

For  treatment — 

Under  Section  26  of  Act 

. — 

~ 

— .. 

. — 

— 

— 

•••  — 

By  Court  Order — 

Under  Section  60  of  Act 

,.  — 

— 

2 

— 

2 

...  2 

Short-term  Care  

..  — 

3 

3 .. 

2 

1 

3 

...  6 

Toul  .. 

2 

3 

5 

4 

3 

7 

12 

1959: 

Informal  Admissions 

1 

— 

1 . 

1 

— 

1 

...  2 

Short-term  Care 

6 

2 

8 ., 

4 

1 

5 

...  13 

Total  . 

..  7 

2 

9 

5 

1 

6 

15 

In  Table  26,  details  are  given  of  visits  paid  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers 
since  the  new  Act  came  into  force.  It  will  be  noted  that  512  after-care  visits 
were  paid  and  589  visits  other  than  after-care,  where  advice  and  help  was 
sought,  and  in  many  instances  for  patients  who  did  not  receive  hospital 
treatment. 
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Tabic  26. 

VISITS  PAID  BY  MENTAL  WELFARE  OFFICERS. 

To  Mentally  111  Patients  : — 

(a)  After-care  visits  512 

(b)  Visits  (other  than  after  care)  589 

To  Mentally  Subnormal  Patients 385 

(In  addition,  Health  Visitors  paid  188  visits  to  Mentally 
Subnormal  Patients). 

No  comparable  figures  for  1959  are  available  for  visits  by  Mental  Wel- 
fare Officers  but  I am  quite  certain  that  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  the 
mentally  ill  and  subnormal  during  1961  were  substantially  higher  than  those 
in  previous  years. 

The  Act  came  into  force  in  November,  1960,  and  details  are  given 
above  of  cases  dealt  with  under  various  Sections  of  the  Act  during  the  first 
full  year  of  operation.  For  the  purposes  of  comparison,  figures  are  also 
given  for  1959,  the  last  complete  year  of  the  old  legislation.  A few  points 
are  worthy  of  attention. 

The  cases  detailed  above  for  1961  are  those  seen  and  assisted  by  Mental 
Welfare  Officers. 

Although  cases  dealt  with  under  the  new  Act  amount  to  164,  and  arc 
fewer  than  those  dealt  with  under  the  old  legislation  (201),  it  should  be 
pointed  out  that  many  of  the  patients  seeking  treatment  informally  under 
the  new  Act  do  not  have  any  contact  with  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and 
so  are  not  shown  in  our  records. 

Cases  admitted  to  hospital  for  observation  and  treatment — Sections  25 
and  26  of  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959 — are  low,  as  would  be  expected,  but 
cases  dealt  with  under  Section  29  of  the  Act  as  emergency  admissions  are 
abnormally  high. 

This  is  not  due  to  a high  rate  of  emergency  cases  but  due  to  the  fact 
that  under  Section  29  a patient  can  be  admitted  to  Hospital  on  one  Medical 
Certificate  only,  and  this  procedure  is  much  easier  to  operate  than  Sections 
25  or  26,  which  requires  two  Medical  Certificates,  and  for  this  reason  Section 
29  is  used  frequently  for  cases  which  are  not  strictly  emergency  admissions. 
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Table  27. 


MENTALLY  ILL.  PSYCHOPATH.  SUBNORMAL. 

Underage  16.  16  and  over  Under  age  16.  16  and  over.  Underage  16.  16  and  over 

me  me  me  me  me  me 

(^)  (^) (^)  W (^)  (6)  (7)  (8)  (9)  (10)  (II)  (12) 


Number  of  patients  under  L.H.A.  care 
at  31/12/61  : 

(a)  Attending  day  training  centres 
Awaiting  entry  thereto 

(b)  Resident  in  a residential  training  centre 

Awaiting  residence  therein  

(c)  Receiving  home  training  

Awaiting  home  training 

(d)  Resident  in  L.A.  home/hostel 

Awaiting  residence  in  L.A.  home/hostel 
Resident  at  L.A.  expense  in  other 

residential  homes /hostels  

Resident  at  L.A.  expense  by  boarding 
out  in  private  household  

(e)  Receiving  home  visits  and  not  included 

under  (a)  to  (d)  

(f)  Others  (including  not  yet  visited) 

(g)  Number  of  patients  involved  at  (a)  to  (f) 

Number  of  patients  in  L.H.A.  area  on  waiting 

list  for  admission  to  hospital  at  31/12/61  : 

(a)  In  urgent  need  of  hospital  care 

(b)  Not  in  urgent  need  of  hospital  care  ... 

Number  of  admissions  for  temporary 

residential  care  (e.g.,  to  relieve  the 
family)  during  1961  ; 


21  ...  — 


SEVERELY  SUBNORMAL. 

TOTALS. 

GRAND 

Under  age  16. 

16  and  over. 

Under 

age  16. 

16  and 

over. 

TOTAL. 

M E 

M E 

M 

E 

M 

E 

(13)  (14) 

(15)  (16) 

(12) 

(18) 

(19) 

(20) 

(21) 

. 16  17 

12  9 . 

..  16 

17 

16 

12  .. 

61 

. 6 1 

9 11  . 

..  6 

1 

11 

17  .. 

35 

— 2 ...  — 


— 

— - 

...  — 

- 

- 

...  - 

- 

- 

- . 

,..  - 

- 

- • 

...  - 

- 

- 

...  - 

- 

— 

— . 

_ 

33 

29  . 

..  14 

8 

36 

35  . 

..  15 

8 

88 

85  . 

..  196 

— 

— - 

...  — 

— 

— 

— , 

,..  — 

— 





39 

40  . 

..  36 

26 

57 

57  . 

..  37 

26 

115 

118  . 

296 

1 

1 . 

1 

3 

2 

2 . 

..  I 

3 

3 

3 . 

10 

(a)  To  N.H.S.  hospitals 

(b)  Elsewhere 

- - - - - 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

3 2 1 ...  _ 3 

2 1 ... 

6 

Of  the  61  attending  day  training  Centres, 

30  were  in  attendance  at  the  Authority’s  Centre  at  Rhyl  and  31  at 
with  Chester  Corporation. 

Chester  Centre  by  arrangement 

Referred  by  : 


Table  No.  28. 

number  of  patients  referred  to  local  health  authority  during  the  year  ended  3Is.  DECEMBER.  1961, 


MENTALLY  ILL. 
Under  age  16.  16  and  over 


(a)  General  practitioners 

(b)  Hospitals,  on  discharge  from  in-patient 
treatment 

(c)  Hospitals,  after  or  during  out-patient 
or  day  treatment 

(d)  Local  education  authorities 

(e)  Police  and  courts 

(f)  Other  sources 


E 

(2) 


M 

(3) 

E 

(4) 

52 

98  ... 

23 

35  ... 

9 

20  ... 

14 

14  ... 

13 

26  ... 

PSYCHOPATH.  SUBNORMAL. 

Underage  16.  16  and  over.  Underage  16.  16  and  over. 


E 

(8) 


(10) 


M 

(11) 


E 

(12) 


SEVERELY  SUBNORMAL. 
Under  age  16.  16  and  over. 


M 

(13) 


E 

(14) 


M 

(15) 


E 

(16) 


TOTALS. 

Under  age  16.  16  and  over. 


M 

(17) 


E 

(18) 


M 

(19) 
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(20) 


24  35 
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GRAND 
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Section  C. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES. 

Reports  on  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  are  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Local  Authorities  who  send  copies  to  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Weekly 
and  quarterly  returns  of  notifiable  diseases  are  sent  from  the  County  Health 
Department  to  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health,  There  is  close  co-operation 
between  the  County  Health  Department  and  District  Councils  in  the  control 
of  infectious  diseases,  the  nursing  and  health  visiting  staff  of  the  County 
Council  being  made  available  to  the  District  Medical  Officers  when  required 
to  deal  with  an  outbreak  of  infectious  illness. 

Fees  for  notifying  infectious  cases  are  paid  to  doctors  by  District  Coun- 
cils who  can  recover  their  full  amount  from  the  County  if  copies  of  the 
notification  have  been  sent  to  the  County  Health  Department. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  from  District  Medical  Officers 
during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Smallpox  — 

Cerebro -Spinal  Fever  — 

Diphtheria  — 

Dysentery  ...  ...  15 

Enteric  Fever  (Typhoid)  — 

Erysipelas  4 

Food  Poisoning  49 

Measles  1189 

Meningococcal  Infections  3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  — 

Paratyphoid  — 

Acute-encephalitis — Infective  1 

„ Post-infective  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — Paralytic  3 

„ Non-paralytic  — 

Pneumonia  62 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  4 

Scarlet  Fever  22 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Malaria  (contracted  abroad)  — 


Total  ...  1366 
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There  were  no  cases  of  Typhoid  or  Diphtheria  notified. 

1,189  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  compared  with  1,220  in  1960.  No 
deaths  occurred  from  this  disease,  however. 


22  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  14  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified 
compared  with  34  and  29  respectively  in  1960. 

Notified  cases  of  Dysentery  and  Food  Poisoning  for  the  past  five  years 
arc  given  below.  It  is  very  difficult  to  assess  the  number  of  cases  of 
Dysentery  and  Food  Poisoning  as  I am  quite  certain  that  all  cases  arc  not 
notified. 


1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Dysentery 

9 

42 

. 18  ... 

41 

. 15 

Food  Poisoning 

7 ., 

5 .. 

4 ... 

2 ., 

49 

The  law  relating  to  infectious  diseases  is  contained  in  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  as  amended  . The  main  purpose  of  the  legislation  is  to 
provide  facilities  for  the  control  of  spread  of  infection,  but  this  is  not  being 
achieved  at  present  as  only  a minority  of  infectious  or  “ notifiable  ” diseases 
are  notified.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I consider  that  the  law  relating  to 
infectious  diseases  is  in  urgent  need  of  amendment.  At  present,  the  legisla- 
tion contained  in  the  Public  Health  Act  is  not  being  observed  and  it  would 
be  better  to  have  no  legislation  relating  to  infectious  diseases  than  legisla- 
tion which  is  completely  out  of  date. 

During  the  year  I continued  to  use  four  group  practices  in  the  County 
as  “ spotters.”  Doctors  in  these  four  practices  inform  me  of  all  outbreaks 
of  infectious  illnesses  in  their  practices  and,  in  this  way,  I am  able  to  keep 
my  staff  informed  of  what  is  happening,  and  take  the  necessary  action  at 
Schools  and  other  Centres. 


Infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  care  are  admitted  to  Isolation  or 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  at  Colwyn  Bay,  Wrexham  or  Clatterbridge. 


Tuberculosis — The  statistics  showing  the  number  of  notifications  are  as 
follows  : — 


Table  29. 
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Tabic  30  shows  the  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1961,  showing  those 
in  males  and  females  and  due  to  respiratory  and  non-respiratory  illness. 

Table  30. 

DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS,  1961. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

11 

5 

16 

Non-respiratory  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

All  forms 

12 

6 

18 

Notification  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  fluctuate  slightly  from  year  to 
year,  but  the  overall  trend  is  a gradual  reduction  in  new  cases  notified,  both 
respiratory  and  non-respiratory,  as  will  be  seen  from  Table  31.  In  the  same 
way  deaths  from  tuberculosis  have  also  gradually  dirninished  during  the 
last  twenty  years  (Table  31). 

It  will  also  be  seen  in  Table  31  that  the  Flintshire  notification  rate  of 
new  cases  (0.65)  is  slightly  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
(0.51).  On  the  other  hand,  the  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  in  Flintshire 
(0.06)  is  lower  than  the  national  tuberculosis  death  rate  (0.07). 

Tuberculosis  is  no  longer  a major  public  health  problem  and  quite 
naturally  the  facilities  used  for  tuberculosis  in  the  past  are  now  being  used 
for  chest  diseases  in  general,  and  in  line  with  the  trend,  the  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitors  are  now  designated  Visitors  for  Chest  Diseases,  and  visit 
all  cases  with  chest  complaints  when  after-care  visiting  would  be  of  help  to 
the  patient. 

Table  31. 

CASES  NOTIFIED. 


1940 

1950 

1960 

1961 

Table  1 (Flintshire)  : 

Respiratory  T.B. 

135 

132 

82 

89 

Non -Respiratory  T.B. 

44 

34 

14 

11 

Table  2 (Flintshire) ; 

Notification  per  1900  population 

1.28 

1.14 

0.65 

0.67 

Table  2 (England  and  Wales) : 

Notification  per  1000  population 

1.16 

1.18 

0.51 

. 

Table  3 (Flintshire)  : 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  the  population. 

Respiratory  and  Non-Respiratory  ... 

0.46 

0.40 

0.06 

0.12 

Table  3 (England  and  Wales)  : 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  the  population. 

Respiratory  and  Non-Respiratory  ... 

0.99 

0.59 

0.07 

• Figures  not  available. 
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During  the  year  every  possible  step  was  taken  to  try  and  get  all  “con- 
tacts ” of  notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis  examined.  The  two  Visitors  for 
Chest  Diseases  did  excellent  work  in  this  connection  and  333  out  of  366 
(90.97  %)  contacts  were  examined,  which  is  a higher  rate  of  examination 
than  ever  previously  achieved.  (See  Table  32). 

During  the  year  the  close  co-operation  existing  in  the  past  with  the 
National  Assistance  Board  and  the  Group  Resettlement  Officer  of  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  has  been  maintained. 

I would  also  like  to  thank  Dr.  E.  Clifford  Jones  and  Dr.  J.  B.  Morrison, 
the  two  Consultant  Chest  Physicians  who  serve  Flintshire,  for  their  ready 
co-operation  and  valuable  assistance  in  the  work  of  prevention  and  after- 
care of  tuberculosis. 


Tuberculosis  : Mass  X-Ray  Facilities — The  County  is  served  by  mobile 
and  semi-static  mass  x-ray  units.  The  mobile  units  visit  factories,  towns 
and  other  centres  as  requested  to  x-ray  either  groups  of  the  public  or  em- 
ployees in  certain  special  industries. 

The  semi-static  mass  x-ray  unit  continues  during  the  year  to  visit  the 
same  four  centres  in  the  County  every  three  weeks — ^Rhyl,  Holywell,  Mold 
and  Shotton.  Any  member  of  the  public  can  attend  at  these  centres  without 
prior  appointments,  and  also  General  Practitioners  can  refer  cases  with 
“ chest  ” symptoms  for  x-ray  without  prior  arrangements. 

Details  of  cases  seen  at  the  semi-static  unit,  at  the  four  centres,  are 
given  in  Table  33.  Also  shown  are  the  total  persons  who  attended  at  the 
various  centres  visited  by  mobile  units  other  than  the  semi-static  unit  during 
the  year. 

No  routine  mass  x-ray  surveys  of  school  children  are  now  undertaken. 
During  the  B.C.G.  skin  testing  all  children  who  are  mantoux  positive  are 
referred  to  the  nearest  mass  x-ray  unit  for  examination.  Children  found 
to  have  strongly  positive  mantoux  results  are  referred  to  chest  clinics  for 
large  plate  chest  x-ray  examination  and  a clinical  examination  by  the  Chest 
Physician. 


TUBERCULOSIS— CARE  AND 
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Venereal  Disease — The  number  of  cases  treated  for  the  first  time  at  the 
Centres  at  Chester,  St,  Asaph,  Wrexham  and  Liverpool  during  the  year 


was  : — 

Syphilis  5 

Gonorrhoea  20 

Other  conditions  108 

Total  ...  133 


Section  D. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COUNTY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 

1,350  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1961. 
618  of  these  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  chemical  analysis. 
732  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion, and  the  remaining  55  were  informal  samples  of  milk  which  were  tested 
for  butter  fat  and  solids  content  in  the  office. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  all  samples  of  foodstuffs  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analyst  for  chemical  analysis  : — 

Not  genuine 


Article. 

Number  taken. 

Genuine. 

or  below 
standard. 

Milk 

355 

280 

75 

Dairy  Products 

25 

25 

— 

Sausages 

42 

39 

3 

Ice  Cream  and  Lollies  ... 

25 

23 

2 

Miscellaneous  Groceries  ... 

112 

109 

3 

Fish  and  Meat  Products  ... 

16 

15 

1 

Patent  Medicines 

15 

14 

1 

Alcoholic  Drinks 

15 

14 

1 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

13 

12 

1 

618 

531 

87 

Milk — 355  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  chemical 
analysis.  The  samples  were  taken  from  roundsmen,  dairies,  farms,  schools 
and  restaurants  and  were  tested  for  colouring  matter,  added  water,  fat 
deficiency,  solids  not  fat,  blood,  dirt  and  preservatives.  75  samples  were  the 
subject  of  special  or  adverse  reports — three  contained  added  water,  7 were 
low  in  butter  fat  content,  51  were  low  in  solids  content,  one  contained  foreign 
matter,  one  contained  traces  of  blood  and  12  showed  a presumptive  reaction 
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for  penicillin.  This  penicillin  was  found  in  pasteurised  milk  as  well  as  farm 
bottled  milk.  Successful  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect  of  one 
sample  containing  added  water.  In  all  cases  of  poor  quality  milk  the  pro- 
ducer was  advised  to  contact  the  advisory  services  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture, Fisheries  and  Food.  The  problem  of  penicillin  in  milk  was  referred 
to  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  and  to  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

Miik  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1960 — The  County  Council,  as 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  is  now  the  Licensing  Authority  for  the  retail 
sale  of  bottled  milk  and  cartoned  milk.  There  are  four  types  of  licences 
and  they  are  valid  for  five  years. 

There  are  210  shopkeepers  in  the  County  holding  a dealers’  licence  and, 
in  addition,  there  are  ten  wholesale  distributors  who  also  retail  in  the  streets. 
It  is  tne  policy  of  some  of  these  distributors  to  discourage  the  sale  of  bottled 
milk  from  the  shops  due  to  the  colossal  loss  of  bottles  from  these  premises. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  is  the  Licensing  Autho- 
rity for  the  retail  sale  of  bottled  milk  by  farmers  when  the  milk  is  produced 
and  bottled  on  their  own  farm  premises. 

There  are  two  thousand  milk  producers  in  the  County  and  the  sale  of 
raw  milk  to  the  public  is  increasing.  This  produces  other  problems  amongst 
which  is  the  biological  examination  of  the  milk  for  tuberculosis  and 
brucellosis. 


(a)  Pasteurised  Milk — There  are  three  pasteurising  plants  situated  in  the 
County.  These  are  inspected  weekly,  attention  being  paid  to  the  structural 
conditions  of  the  buildings,  efficiency  of  the  pasteurising  operations  and 
to  the  cleanliness  of  the  operators.  732  samples  were  submitted  during  the 
year  for  statutory  examination,  i.e.,  keeping  quality  and  efficiency  of 
pasteurisation.  There  were  four  failures  and  they  all  came  from  one  small 
pasteurising  plant  which  has  now  been  closed  down. 

34  lots  of  washed  bottles  comprising  a total  of  332  bottles  were  taken 
from  the  bottle  washing  machines  attached  to  the  pasteurising  plants  and 
sent  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  four  failures  came  from  one  small 
plant  which  has  now  been  closed  down. 

(b)  School  Milk — All  milk  supplied  to  the  schools  is  pasteurised.  Samples 
are  taken  weekly  and  all  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


(c)  Biological  Milk  Sampling — In  all  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
notifications,  the  milk  supplied  to  the  patient  was  investigated  and,  where 
possible,  sent  for  biological  examination.  No  evidence  of  bovine  tuberculosis 
was  found  in  any  of  the  samples  submitted, 
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Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  annual  reports  to  the  problems 
associated  with  brucellosis  in  cattle  and  undulent  fever  in  man.  Six  samples 
of  milk  were  found  to  contain  brucellosis. 

Other  Foods — 263  samples  of  food  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
and  iwclve  were  reported  as  being  substandard  or  not  genuine. 

Whisky — A sample  of  whisky  was  found  to  contain  1 % added  water, 
and  a warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  licensee. 

Ice  Lollies — The  wording  on  the  wrappers  did  not  comply  with  the 
Labelling  of  Food  Order  in  that  the  type  of  fruit  juice  used  was  not  stated. 
I’hc  manufacturers  were  warned  and  the  labels  have  been  altered. 

Canned  Fruit  and  Stewed  Steak — The  labels  on  these  two  canned  foods 
tlid  not  comply  with  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order.  The  label  on  the  canned 
fruit  was  not  specific  regarding  the  nature  of  the  fruit  used.  The  can  of 
stewed  steak  contained  flour  which  should  have  been  declared  on  the  label. 

Nothing  could  be  done  about  either  commodity  as  both  had  been  with- 
drawn from  the  market. 

Sausages — Three  samples  of  sausages  taken  from  three  shops  contained 
slight  traces  of  permitted  preservatives,  but  there  was  no  notice  in  the  shop 
drawing  the  customers’  attention  to  the  fact.  The  attention  of  the  butchers 
concerned  was  drawn  to  the  matter. 

Orange  Drinks — Informal  samples  of  orange  drinks  were  found  to  have 
an  unpleasant  taste  and,  after  examination,  the  consignment  was  withdrawn. 

Fruit  and  Vegetables — Twelve  samples  of  fruit  and  vegetables  were 
examined  for  fungicide,  etc.,  and  all  were  satisfactory.  One  consignment 
of  black  grapes  was  found  to  be  badly  stained  but,  on  analysis,  the  staining 
was  found  to  be  due  to  dried  fruit  juice. 

Ammoniated  Elixir  of  Quinine  and  Cinnamon — The  chemical  composi- 
tion of  this  patent  medicine  complied  with  the  statement  on  the  label,  but 
the  statement  did  not  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Pharmacy  and 
Medicine  Act.  The  attention  of  the  chemist  was  drawn  to  the  matter. 

Samples  of  doubtful  foodstuffs  found  in  shops  and  food  manufacturing 
premises  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  samples  of  desic- 
cated coconut  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  but  undesirable  bacteria  were 
found  in  samples  of  minced  beef  and  liquid  egg.  These  facts  were  reported 
to  the  Health  Department  of  the  Local  Authority  concerned. 

Health  Education — Lectures  and  film  shows  were  given  to  Church 
Organisations,  Women’s  Institutes,  British  Legion,  Canteen  Staffs,  Nursing 
and  Domestic  Science  Students  and  Schools.  The  subjects  discussed  included 
the  Social  Services,  World  Health,  Clean  Food  and  Environmental  Health. 
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A successful  dental  health  exhibition  was  staged  at  the  Denbighshire 
and  Flintshire  Agricultural  Show.  The  exhibit  comprised  the  new  Mobile 
Dental  Unit,  a display  of  “ cleaning  ” foods  and  “ building  ” foods,  i.e.,  fruit, 
vegetables,  milk,  cheese,  butter  and  a continuous  film  show  on  the  Care 
of  Teeth. 

Other  Duties — The  inspection  of  school  premises  and  hospitals’  kitchens, 
investigation  of  complaints,  atmospheric  pollution,  river  pollution,  slaughter- 
houses, refuse  disposal  and  caravan  sites. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs — Twenty-three  samples  of  Fertilisers  and 
Feeding  Stuffs  were  taken  during  the  year  and  the  Public  Analyst  reported 
that  their  chemical  analysis  agreed  with  their  statutory  statements. 

Shops  Act — The  provisions  dealing  with  the  health  and  comfort  of  shop 
workers  are  found  in  the  Shop  Act,  1950.  They  include  heating,  ventila- 
tion. sanitation,  lighting,  washing  facilities,  facilities  for  taking  meals  and 
seating  accommodation. 

The  District  Council  Health  Departments  are  responsible  for  the  super- 
vision of  the  heating  facilities,  efficiency  of  the  ventilation  and  sanitary 
accommodation.  The  County  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  super- 
vision of  lighting,  washing  facilities,  facilities  for  taking  meals  and  seating 
accommodation  for  female  workers. 

The  Rhyl  Urban  District  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  all  the  provisions  of  the  Act  dealing  with  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  shop  workers  in  its  area. 

All  premises  inspected  during  the  year  complied  with  the  Act. 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act — The  duties  devolving  upon  the  County 
Council  under  the  Act  are : — 

(a)  The  names  of  all  shopkeepers,  other  than  registered  pharmacists,  who 
sell  Part  II  poisons,  are  to  be  entered  on  the  Council’s  list. 

(b)  To  see  that  any  deputy  appointed  under  Rule  14  is  a responsible  per- 
son. 

(c)  To  see  that  the  substances  which  contain  Part  II  poison  which  appear 
in  the  first  schedule  of  the  Poisons  Rules  are  being  sold  by  the  listed 
seller  or  by  a responsible  deputy. 

(d)  That  a Poisons  Book  is  kept  in  the  prescribed  form  and  manner  and 
that  all  entries  therein  are  in  order. 

(e)  That  the  storage  arrangements  for  certain  poisons  are  adequate, 

(f)  That  the  requirements  as  to  labels  and  type  of  containers  are  complied 
with. 

There  are  215  listed  sellers  of  poisons  in  the  County  and  these  are  sub- 
ject to  a periodic  inspection. 

E.  LEWIS, 

County  Public  Health  Inspector, 
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Section  E. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

rhe  Welfare  Committee  now  administers  the  services  provided  by  the 
Authority  under  Sections  21-28  of  the  National  Assistance  Act.  The  Health 
Department  continues  to  administer  Sections  29  and  30  of  the  Act. 

There  is  close  liaison  between  the  Welfare  Department  and  the  Health 
Department  and  all  medical  matters  affecting  the  Welfare  Dpeartment  are 
referred  by  the  County  Welfare  Office  to  the  Health  Department. 

National  Assistance  Act : Sections  29  and  30 — These  important  sections 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act  are  administered  by  the  Health  Committee. 
The  County  provides  services  for  the  blind  and  partially  sighted  and  the 
deaf  and  dumb  through  agency  arrangements  with  the  Chester  and  District 
Blind  Welfare  Society  and  the  Chester  and  North  Wales  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Society  respectively.  These  two  voluntary  societies  have  given  excellent 
service  to  the  community  for  many  years  and  continued  their  good  work 
in  the  County  during  the  year. 

The  total  blind  and  partially-sighted  persons  in  the  County  are  shown 
on  page  112.  These  persons  were  visited  during  the  year  by  the  Home 
Teachers  of  the  Society  and  reported  on  to  the  appropriate  Area  Health 
and  Nursing  Sub-Committees  which  are  attended  by  a representative  of  the 
Blind  Society. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  find  suitable  work  for  blind  persons  who  are 
employable,  either  in  open  industry  or  in  sheltered  workshops.  In  this 
work  the  County  use  the  placement  service  of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  the  officers  of  this  service  working  closely  with  the  Group  Disable- 
ment Resettlement  Officer  and  the  staff  of  the  Chester  Blind  Society. 

rhe  majority  of  blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  on  the  register 
are  elderly.  Amongst  these  persons  valuable  social  work  is  done  by  the 
Home  Teachers  by  regular  visiting.  Regular  visiting  ensures  that  the  many 
needs  of  the  blind  are  met  and  met  quickly,  whether  financial  problems, 
domestic  or  purely  personal  and  social. 

From  Table  35  will  be  seen  that  there  are  77  deaf  persons  in  Flintshire 
who  are  visited  by  the  Chester  and  North  Wales  Deaf  and  Dumb  Society 
and  many  of  whom  also  avail  themselves  of  the  excellent  club  facilities 
provided  by  the  Society. 

Reports  on  the  work  of  the  welfare  officers  are  submitted  to  each  Area 
Care  and  Nursing  Sub-Committee  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Society  attends.  The  Health  Committee  has  always  been  appreciative  of 
the  excellent  work  done  by  the  Society  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  the 
partially  deaf  in  the  County.  The  present  Secretary  has  a record  of  service 
going  back  many  years  and  one  that  would  be  difficult  to  equal  anywhere. 
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Welfare  of  the  blind  is  undertaken  on  behalf  of  the  Authority  by  the 
Chester  and  District  Blind  Welfare  Society.  The  total  number  of  blind 
persons  on  the  register  on  31st  December,  1961,  was  : — 

Blind  314.  Of  these  8 were  under  16  years  of  age,  and  72  in  the  employ- 
able age  groups  from  16  to  59.  1 blind  person  was  in  training  for 

open  industry,  and  27  were  working  as  follows  : — 

Workshops — 6. 

Home  Workers — 7. 

Open  Industry  Employment  or  Self-Employed — 14. 


Partially  Sighted — 119,  of  these  10  were  in  employment  and  12  were  child- 
ren in  special  schools. 
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Table  34. 

A.— FOLLOW-UP  OF  REGISTERED  BLIND  AND 
PARTIALLY-SIGHTED  PERSONS,  1961. 


Cause  of  Disability. 

Retrolental 

Cataract.  Glaucoma.  Fibroplasia.  Others. 


(i)  Number  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect  of 
which  Section  F of  Forms  B.D.8 
(Revised)  recommends  : — 


(a)  No  treatment : 

Blind  ...  5 

Partially  Sighted  ...  4 

(b)  Treatment  (medical, 
surgical  or  optical)  : 

Blind  ...  10 

Partially  Sighted  ...  10 


1 


10 
4 . 


Total  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  29  15 


(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  (i)  (b) 
above  which  on  follow-up  action 
have  received  treatment ; 

Blind  ...  5 ...  7 

Partially  Sighted  ...  7 ...  4 

Total  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  12  11 


10 

3 


3 

5 

21 


2 

5 

7 


N.B. — Five  cases  died  and  one  “ transferred  out." 


B.— OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  ...  NIL 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which  : — 

(a)  Vision  lost  ...  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

(b)  Vision  impaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end  of  vear  ...  ...  NIL 


The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Chester  and  North  Wales  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Society  for  1961  is  given  below  : — 
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Table  35. 


TOTAL  NUMBER 

Aged 

5 to  16  years 
16  to  21  years 
21  to  50  years 
50  to  65  years 
Others 

Totals 


OF  DEAF 

PERSONS. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

3 

3 

6 

6 

3 

9 

12 

14 

26 

4 

13 

17 

8 

11 

19 

...  33 

44 

77 

Number  of  new  cases — 8. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  write  this  short  report  on  the  work  of  the  above  Society 
in  the  Flintshire  area. 

My  first  comment  would  be  in  appreciation  of  the  help  we  receive  from 
the  Medical  Officer  and  members  of  his  staff  and  the  liaison  there  is  among 
the  other  welfare  workers  in  the  County. 

During  the  past  year  we  had  the  misfortune  of  having  our  Consul  car 
smashed  near  Mostyn,  but  pleased  to  report  that  two  members  of  the  staff 
were  unhurt.  There  was,  of  course,  some  reaction  because  of  this  accident, 
but  I am  pleased  to  say  the  work  was  carried  out  in  its  entirety. 

As  usual,  we  had  some  difficult  cases  to  deal  with  but  the  careful  hand- 
ling of  such  cases  made  the  reports  we  send  to  the  Council  interesting  and 
give,  in  detail,  a picture  of  the  work  done.  Here  are  a few  of  the  cases 
dealt  with  : 

(a)  C.D. — A young  man  aged  thirty-eight  living  with  his  parents,  has 
been  shoe  making  for  a number  of  years  but  unable  to  make  a living. 
This  caused  some  concern.  He  was  seen  regularly  at  his  place  of 
employment,  we  had  talks  with  the  employer  and  the  employee, 
finally  he  became  redundant,  but  with  the  help  of  Mr.  Carter,  the 
G.D.R.O.  from  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  we  got  him  into  Remploy. 
He  is  very  happy  working  there  and  his  earnings  have  now  more 
than  doubled  his  previous  employment. 

(b)  R.B. — This  case  has  caused  a great  deal  of  concern.  I need  not  say 
much  about  it  as  the  Council  are  conversant  with  the  conditions  in 
the  Home,  the  difficulty  with  the  child  and  her  non-attendance  at 
school.  A member  of  the  staff  of  the  Society  was  deeply  interested 
in  this  case.  I think  we  are  all  grateful  that  the  difficulties  have 
been  solved  in  her  entrance  to  another  school, 


115 


(c)  E.W. — An  elderly  man  suffering  from  war  injuries,  including  deaf- 
ness, receiving  95  % pension,  is  visited  regularly  and  a report  sub- 
mitted to  the  Ministry.  Recently  a letter  was  received  at  the  Office 
complimenting  the  Society  for  the  help  given  in  this  case.  Every 
member  of  the  staff  agrees  he  deserves  all  the  attention  possible,  as 
it  is  obvious  he  is  suffering  on  our  behalf, 

(d)  T.G. — A congenitally  deaf  person  became  redundant  after  many  years 
service  to  his  employer.  A Welfare  Officer  visited  him,  got  to  know 
his  story,  got  him  dressed,  and  took  him  to  several  places  to  try  and 
find  work  for  him,  and  eventually  he  was  employed.  He  was  only 
two  weeks  in  his  new  employment  when  he  fell  and  dislocated  his 
shoulder.  Visits  were  paid  to  him  and  his  employer,  who  fortunately 
did  not  stop  paying  his  wages.  He  is  now  back  at  work  and  doing 
well. 

(e)  J.H. — A congenitally  deaf  woman,  and  very  feeble  minded,  could  not 
see  with  her  spectacles,  so  the  Welfare  Officer  had  a form  filled  in 
and  within  two  weeks  she  had  been  to  see  the  optician  and  received 
new  spectacles,  and  the  N.A.B.  arranged  to  pay  half  the  cost.  The 
woman  has  greatly  improved  and  is  now  doing  some  occupational 
therapy  at  home. 

(f)  S.C. — ^This  woman  has  had  many  jobs  but  seems  to  work  herself  out, 
her  husband  is  also  deaf  and  dumb  and  not  too  robust.  The  Wel- 
fare Officer  went  to  see  her  and  took  her  in  the  car  to  various  places 
of  employment  and  finally  she  was  found  employment  in  one  of  the 
hospitals,  he  waited  while  she  was  told  what  to  do  and  how  to  do  it. 
The  Welfare  Officer  has  been  back  to  see  her  many  times  and  she 
is  delighted  with  the  work.  So  employer  and  employee  are  well  suited. 

(g)  P.J. — A deaf  boy,  fairly  good  scholar,  living  with  his  mother.  He 
had  several  people  interested  in  him  and  we  received  many  letters 
regarding  this  boy.  He  is  now  well  suited  with  an  Assurance  Com- 
pany in  Manchester.  His  mother  and  grandmother  are  delighted  with 
his  progress  and  he  himself  has  not  forgotten  the  interest  taken  in 
him  by  the  Society. 

(h)  N.C. — This  woman  lives  by  herself  and  although  she  is  deaf,  dumb, 
and  part  blind  her  house  is  kept  very  clean  and  tidy.  She  is  well  cared 
for  by  her  neighbours.  The  local  Council  have  cause  to  be  proud  of 
this  case. 

(i)  S.D. — A letter  was  received  from  the  County  Health  Offices  about  this 
case,  and  although  it  was  Saturday  one  of  the  Welfare  Officers  volun- 
teered to  go  with  the  Secretary.  This  woman  was  found  to  be  suffer- 
ing from  frustration  and  required  to  be  brought  into  company  with 
others  like  herself.  An  appeal  was  made  by  the  Secretary  and  she 
was  put  in  touch  with  people  similar  to  herself.  She  is  very  grateful 
for  all  that  has  been  done  for  her  and  although  she  is  getting  on  in 
years  a new  spirit  has  been  created. 
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There  are  many  similar  cases  I could  relate  but  I know  it  is  difficult 
to  find  space  for  everything.  I would  therefore  again  say  a big  thank  you 
for  all  the  help  we  receive  from  the  Staff,  the  Medical  Officer  and  his  deputies 
•who  are  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  help  in  any  way  possible. 

It  should  be  noted  that  we  have  put  into  action  the  last  circular  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  in  our  reports  give  the  types  of  deafness  or  other 
handicap,  viz  : — 

D.N.S. — ^Deaf  no  speech. 

D.W.S. — Deaf  with  speech. 

D.N.S.P.B. — Deaf  no  speech  part  blind. 

D.W.S.P.B. — Deaf  with  speech  part  blind. 

D.N.S.D.S. — Deaf  no  speech  defective  sight. 

D.N.S.M.R. — Deaf  no  speech  mentally  retarded. 

H.O.H. — ^Hard  of  hearing. 

S.D.W.S. — Senile  deafness  with  speech. 

D.W.S.F.D. — ^Deaf  with  speech  facial  disfigurement. 

D.N.S.E. — Deaf  no  speech  epileptic. 

D.  RUSSELL  MACFARLANE. 


Handicapped  Persons : General  Classes — The  scheme  of  facilities  for  the 
generally  handicapped  is  a very  comprehensive  one  and  it  was  agreed  to 
start  in  a small  way  in  1960,  and  gradually  extend  the  work  as  new  regis- 
trations were  received.  As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report.  Miss  J.  H.  Ship- 
perlee  was  appointed  in  1960  as  Home  Visitor  for  the  Generally  Handicapped 
and  continued  during  1961  to  do  excellent  work  by  home  visiting  and  with 
groups  of  generally  handicapped  persons. 

Providing  services  for  the  generally  handicapped  is  a team  project  and 
entails  close  liaison  between  general  practitioners,  hospitals,  health  visitors, 
district  nurses,  home  visitor.  Ministry  of  Labour  and  voluntary  workers.  All 
have  worked  together  in  harmony  during  the  year  to  help  improve  the  lot 
of  the  handicapped  and  I would,  in  particular,  like  to  thank  the  health 
visitors  for  their  valuable  work  in  arranging  regular  visits  to  the  handi- 
capped as  part  of  their  already  full  visiting  programme. 

During  the  year  a great  deal  of  progress  was  made  in  developing  craft 
training  for  the  handicapped,  and  new  equipment  was  obtained,  some  specially 
designed  for  individually  handicapped  persons.  Some  progress  was  also  made 
in  meeting  some  of  the  social  needs  of  the  handicapped.  One  important 
field  that  needs  attention  is  in  arranging  group  activities — both  social  and 
craft  group  activities.  This  field  of  work  requires  both  staff  and  resources 
to  develop  and  with  the  possible  appointment  of  a second  Home  Visitor  in 
1962  it  may  be  possible  to  do  more  group  work  with  the  generally  handi- 
capped. 
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Already  a start  on  group  work  has  been  made  with  the  formation  of  a 

PrTsLZ  CUnfc"'"  A^"  Thursday  afternoon  at  the 

Irestatyn  Clinic.  As  experience  in  this  field  is  gained  and  staff  bernm^c 

ava.lable  more  groups  will  be  formed  in  other  parfs  of  the  County. 

During  the  year  exhibitions  of  work  done  by  the  eenerallv  ha„d,v 
and  sales  of  work  were  held  at  Mold,  Chester  and  PrSmvn  At  a , th'’ 

“-oE-bI"  ^ 


Aged 
under  16. 

Aged 

16  to  64. 

Aged  65 
and  over. 

Total. 

Males 

Females 

20 

20 

75 

83 

7 

11 

102 

114 

Total 

40 

158 

•••  1 18 
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REPORT  BY  THE  COUNTY  WELFARE  OFFICER. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  submit  this  report  on  the  activities  of  the  n, 
partment  during  the  year  ended  December,  1961,  and  to  record  how  ^he 

- the7oiia::„"oi 


AssisTanc7rr  ^.f  has  responsibilities  under  the  National 

unLrtr  f7i7„77ai;s“-"^^  <>- 


of  res'd''’!’-  hlational  Assistance  Act-provision 

residential  accommodation  and  temporary  accommodation.  ^ 


The  total  accommodation  provided  in  the  County  is  as  follows 

Park  House  (females) 

20 

Carr  Holm  (females) 

24 

The  Lawn  (males) 

56 

Hafan  Glyd  (males  and  females) 

42 

Y Gorlan  (males  and  females) 

88 

230 
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Temporary  accommodation  in  cases  of  unforeseen  circumstances  provided 
at  Y Gorlan. 

In  addition,  further  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
Plas  Coed  Management  Committee  whereby  twenty  elderly  ladies  are  ac- 
commodated at  Plas  Coed,  Dyserth  Road,  Rhyl,  under  agency  arrangements 
provided  under  Section  26  of  the  National  Assistance  Act. 

Accommodation  has  also  been  provided  outside  the  County  in  special 
Homes  for  handicapped  persons,  blind  persons  and  under  the  Disabled  Per- 
sons (Employment)  Act,  1958,  as  follows: — 

Males. 

A.  Handicapped  persons  6 

B.  Blind  persons  7 

C.  Accommodation  provided  under 

Sheltered  Workshop  Scheme  ...  2 

The  Welfare  Committee  has  also  assumed  responsibility  for  accommo- 
dation in  Homes  outside  the  County  for  persons  who,  because  of  special 
circumstances,  have  expressed  a desire  for  accommodation  near  their  families 
or  associates  and  who  are  chargeable  to  Flintshire. 

Males.  Females. 

The  numbers  thus  accommodated  are  ...  ...  6 ...  4 

Work  on  the  erection  of  lifts  at  The  Lawn  and  Hafan  Glyd  was  com- 
menced during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  and  it  is  confidently  hoped  that 
this  will  be  completed  in  the  summer  of  1962. 

Another  improvement  was  the  purchase  of  dish-washing  machines  at 
The  Lawn  and  Hafan  Glyd,  these  will  make  a great  improvement  in  the 
catering  arrangements  at  these  Homes  and  bring  them  into  line  with  Y 
Gorlan. 

The  residents  of  our  Homes  are  getting  increasingly  older  with  the 
passing  of  time,  and  thi.s  is  indicated  by  the  following  chart  showing  res- 
pective ages  : — 


-60 

60-70 

70-80 

80  - 90 

90  - 100 

100  4- 

10 

23 

73 

97 

26 

1 

Total — 230. 

One  of  our  residents,  viz.  Miss  Jane  Griffith,  of  Hafan  Glyd,  attained 
her  centenary  on  the  4th  April,  1961,  and  the  event  was  celebrated  by  a 
birthday  party  at  which  she  received  a telegram  of  congratulations  from 
the  Queen,  the  Member  of  Parliament  and  many  messages  of  congratulations 
and  good  wishes. 


Females. 

3 

3 
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There  is  now  a greater  degree  of  infirmity  than  in  previous  years  and 
those  Homes  where  sick  bays  have  been  adapted  have  made  continual  use 
of  them  during  the  year  and  due  to  the  greater  degree  of  care  required 
we  shall  have  to  re-examine  the  staffing  resources  to  meet  the  circumstances. 
Experience  is  proving  that  we  are  having  difficulty  in  recruiting  staff  with 
nursing  experience — those  in  the  Matron  and  Assistant  Matron  class. 

Miss  Williams,  Matron  of  The  Lawn,  Rhyl,  has  been  on  sick  leave  since 
August,  1960,  and  continues,  but  we  are  fortunate  in  having  Mrs.  A.  P. 
Richards  as  Acting  Matron.  The  Assistant  Matron  at  this  Home  terminated 
her  duties  in  April,  1961,  and  was  followed  by  Mrs.  Owen,  who  again  ter- 
minated duty  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  position  is  still  vacant  at  the 
date  of  this  report. 

Approval  was  given  by  the  Committee  to  the  erection  of  a purpose-built 
Home  in  Mold  for  the  accommodation  of  forty-six  elderly  people,  male  and 
female,  and  this  was  later  confirmed  by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health.  Nego- 
tiations are  now  proceeding  for  a suitable  site. 

August  saw  the  arrival  of  Dr.  June  P.  Arnold  as  Consultant  Geriatrician, 
and  this  has  meant  a greater  pressure  on  our  accommodation  as  patients 
are  now  being  referred  in  greater  numbers  than  hitherto. 

In  June,  1961,  a meeting  of  Local  Authority  Officers  met  to  discuss  the 
provision  of  special  housing  arrangements  for  old  people  which  will  be  the 
forerunner  of  a comprehensive  scheme  for  major  and  minor  projects  of 
grouped  bungalows  or  flats  for  old  people  whereby  the  Local  Authority  will 
be  enabled  to  make  grants  to  housing  authorities  for  the  provision  of  wel- 
fare facilities  to  enable  elderly  persons  to  remain  in  the  community  under 
special  supervision  rather  than  in  Homes  or  hospitals. 

Section  21  (lb) — The  number  of  families  admitted  to  the  Homeless 
Families  Unit  at  Y Gorlan  during  1961  is  as  follows  : — 

Two  families  comprising  four  adults  and  six  children. 

The  circumstances  of  their  admission  were  as  follows  : — 

One  case  was  evicted  from  a house  on  account  of  overcrowding  and  in 
spite  of  every  effort  made  by  the  Welfare  Officer,  alternative  accommodation 
could  not  be  obtained. 

In  the  other  case,  their  wooden  bungalow  was  gutted  by  fire  and  it  was 
necessary  to  admit  the  family  during  the  night  and  provide  clothing  and 
emergency  provisions  with  the  assistance  of  the  National  Assistance  Board. 

Preventive  Case  Work — This  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  branches  of 
the  Department  and  I am  convinced  that  without  the  important  duties  car- 
ried out  by  the  Area  Welfare  Officers  under  the  Committee’s  scheme  of 
domiciliary  welfare  of  elderly  persons  and  problem  families,  far  more  Homes 
for  the  Aged  would  be  required  and  also  homeless  persons  units. 
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The  general  welfare  of  the  elderly  persons  in  the  County  receives  the 
continuous  attention  of  the  Department,  particularly  those  living  alone,  and 
ensures  that  daily  attention  to  the  many  and  varied  problems  confronting 
old  folk  are  promptly  attended  to. 

The  advice  and  guidance  it  has  been  possible  to  give  was  warmly  wel- 
comed both  by  the  old  people  and  their  relatives  and  this  is  borne  out  by 
the  numerous  letters  of  appreciation  received  from  time  to  time. 

Many  of  these  problems  are  difficult  to  deal  with  and  the  experience 
of  the  Area  Welfare  Officers  is  particularly  valuable  especially  when  they 
can  call  upon  the  assistance  of  other  agencies  often  unknown  to  the  person 
concerned.  The  assistance  and  advice  and  supervision  given  contributes  in 
many  ways  to  the  well-being  and  contentment  of  the  old  people  and  has 
materially  helped  them  to  continue  life  in  their  own  homes  without  risk 
of  breaking  down. 

This  branch  of  the  Department’s  work  will  grow  during  the  years  to 
come  as  elderly  people  in  our  midst  are  increasing  due  to  advancing  years 
and  many  are  without  families  or  have  families  living  at  a distance.  The 
opportunity  which  is  open  to  voluntary  effort  in  regard  to  the  domiciliary 
social  aspects  of  the  welfare  of  the  elderly  is  wide  and  efforts  are  being  made 
by  the  Committee  to  encourage  voluntary  organisations,  by  grants,  to  enable 
them  to  carry  out  this  work.  Experience,  however,  has  proved  that  home 
visiting  is  the  least  of  their  activities  as  it  is  difficult  to  recruit  the  right 
kind  of  person  who  can  obtain  the  confidence  of  old  people.  No  opportunity 
is  therefore  missed  to  further  the  activities  of  voluntary  organisations,  and 
the  County  Welfare  Officer  has  gladly  taken  advantage  of  opportunities  to 
address  organisations  who  take  an  active  interest  in  old  people. 

The  following  chart  shows  figures  in  support  of  the  scheme  of  preven- 


tative work  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  No.  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  320 

(b)  No.  of  eviction  cases  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

(c)  No.  of  problem  cases  under  supervision  83 

(d)  No.  of  cases  admitted  to  temporary  accommodation  ...  2 

(e)  No.  of  visits  carried  out  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  2014 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  but  for  the  case  work  carried  out 
by  the  Department  through  the  Area  Welfare  Officers,  our  demands  for  both 
residential  and  temporary  accommodation  might  be  much  greater  than  is  the 
case.  We  are  not  without  our  problem  cases  in  Flintshire  and  these  require 
constant  supervision  and  social  support  to  prevent  evictions  or  distraint  on 
the  furniture. 


121 


A typical  instance  of  the  type  of  case  work  which  the  staff  encounter 
is  found  in  the  following  extract  from  a report  from  a case  file  : 

“ Family  comprises  husband,  wife,  son  22,  and  two  daughters  aged  15 
and  16.  All  are  feeble  minded  and  son  is  under  supervision  as  a subnormal 
person. 

From  time  to  time  the  husband  is  discharged  from  his  work  for  ineffi- 
ciency and  bad  timekeeping  but  fails  to  register  at  the  employment  exchange 
and  never  tells  his  wife  the  true  position.  He  gets  up  at  the  same  time 
every  day  ostensibly  to  go  to  work  and  returns  home  at  night  time.  At  the 
end  of  the  week  his  wife  then  realises  for  the  first  time  that  something  is 
wrong  when  no  money  is  forthcoming.  She  then  runs  to  the  Welfare  Officer 
to  say  that  she  cannot  meet  the  rent  and  has  no  money  for  food.  The  hus- 
band by  now  evades  his  wife  all  day  and  cannot  be  found.  The  Welfare 
Officer  on  visiting  the  Ministry  of  Labour  finds  that  he  has  not  registered, 
and  on  asking  the  National  Assistance  Board  to  call,  finds  that  they  cannot 
assist  either  as  officially  the  man  is  still  working. 

Following  closely  will  be  an  eviction  notice  from  the  Council  and  further 
consultations  with  the  National  Assistance  Board  and  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
also  a visit  to  the  house  in  the  early  morning  to  get  the  husband  to  the 
Employment  Exchange  to  register.  The  husband  is  given  a good  dressing 
down  to  try  and  make  him  realise  his  responsibilities  and  the  Welfare 
Officer  is  able  to  get  the  National  Assistance  Board  to  back  date  the  claim 
and  clear  off  the  arrears  of  rent. 

Another  complication  occurred  in  the  same  household  through  the  hus- 
band buying  a pair  of  binoculars  advertised  in  a Sunday  newspaper  at  a 
cost  of  £25  on  H.P.  terms.  Some  time  later  his  wife  called  at  the  office  to 
report  that  a County  Court  Bailiff  had  been  there  to  say  that  he  was  dis- 
training on  the  furniture  because  £12  was  owing  on  the  binoculars.  On 
her  husband’s  instructions  she  had  returned  these  to  the  firm  concerned  but 
failed  to  register  the  parcel.  Several  letters  had  passed  and  the  local  County 
Court  had  no  option  but  to  carry  out  the  order  as  it  had  been  obtained 
in  London.  The  Welfare  Officer  was  able  to  persuade  the  Bailiff  to  delay 
his  action  for  a day  or  two  whilst  he  took  up  the  matter  with  the  suppliers, 
and  gave  a detailed  account  of  the  family  background  and  mentality  and 
expressed  surprise  that  valuable  goods  were  supplied  so  easily  to  families  of 
this  kind  without  some  kind  of  local  enquiry.  He  further  challenged  their 
right  to  proceed  further  in  the  matter  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  had 
accepted  the  return  of  the  goods.  A letter  was  received  a few  days  later 
informing  him  that  their  Solicitors  had  been  instructed  to  withdraw  the 
action.” 

This  is  a typical  example  of  the  social  support  that  a problem  family 
requires  to  prevent  them  becoming  victims  of  their  own  folly  and  subse 
quently  a burden  on  temporary  accommodation  arrangements.  There 
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appears  to  be  no  remedy  for  these  types  beyond  constant  vigilance  and  super- 
vision to  try  and  steer  them  through  the  complexities  of  modern  everyday 
life. 


Boarding  Out  Arrangements— This  scheme  continues  to  act  as  an  an- 
cillary arrangement  to  accommodation  provided  in  our  Homes  for  the  Aged 
and  the  continued  success  is  due  to  the  careful  selection  and  continuous 
supervision  carried  out  after  placement. 

During  the  year  a total  of  60  persons  were  placed  in  accommodation, 
some  for  temporary  periods,  others  permanently,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
a total  of  47  were  boarded  out. 

I am  particularly  grateful  to  the  officers  of  the  National  Assistance  Board 
for  their  help  and  co-operation  and  for  those  housewives  who  have  volunteered 
to  join  the  scheme,  many  for  small  reward  compared  with  the*  type  of  care 
they  bestow  on  the  elderly  person. 

Although  the  duty  falling  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act  is  one  primarily  for  the  Public  Health  Authority,  i.e.,  District  Councils, 
where  it  is  necessary  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  persons  to  residential 
accommodation  or  to  hospital  who  suffer  from  grave  chronic  disease  or  being 
aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated  and  living  in  insanitary  conditions 
and  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves  and  are  not  receiving  from  others 
proper  care  and  attention.  The  department  is  often  asked  to  assist  either 
in  an  advisory  capacity  or  to  provide  accommodation,  and  the  number  of 
such  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  three. 

An  important  duty  carried  out  by  the  Department  is  that  of  the  tem- 
porary protection  of  moveable  property  of  persons  admitted  to  Homes  or 
hospitals  where  no  other  arrangements  can  be  made.  Many  of  these  lead 
up  to  Receiverships.  The  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  where 
temporary  protection  of  property  was  carried  out  and  where  estates  were 
wound  up  on  behalf  of  residents  amounted  to  32.  I also  hold  the  appoint- 
ment of  Receiver  in  24  cases  in  the  majority  of  which  the  Council  had  an 
interest.  A sum  of  £376/7/1  has  been  recovered  by  way  of  current  main- 
tenance charges  and  £19/19/11  in  respect  of  old  Poor  Law  arrears. 


Voluntary  Organisations — There  are  no  less  than  34  Voluntary  Organisa- 
tions carrying  out  services  for  the  aged  in  the  County.  They  are  made  up 
of  Old  Age  Pensioner  Associations,  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs  and  Voulntary 
Old  People’s  Welfare  Committees.  Their  activities  are  varied,  some  provide 
a meals  on  wheels  scheme,  others  carry  out  chiropody  schemes,  others  provide 
club  facilities  only  whereby  old  people  can  meet  once  a week  for  recreation 
and  there  are  other  organisations  who  provide  all  three  services.  Trips  and 
Christmas  Parties  are  provided  by  all  organisations, 
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Particulars  of  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Schemes  are  as  follows  ; — 

Number  of  Schemes  in  operation — 13. 

Number  of  meals  distributed — 20,738. 

Cost  of  meals  for  the  year — £994/19/4. 

Cost  of  equipment  during  the  year — £201/5/8. 

Cost  of  Transport — £310/16/0. 

Income  from  Meals — £565/6/0. 

Net  cost  of  scheme — £941/15/0. 

These  are  carried  out  by  thirteen  of  the  organisations  mentioned  above 
through  grants  made  to  them  by  the  Welfare  Committee  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  31  of  the  National  Assistance  Act. 

Chiropody  Schemes — Amongst  the  organisations  mentioned  above,  seven 
carry  out  a chiropody  scheme  as  agents  of  the  County  Council  through  the 
provision  of  grants  and  particulars  of  treatments  and  costs  are  given  below  : — 


Surgery  Treatments  ...  ...  ...  7995 

Domiciliary  Treatments  ...  ...  ...  1695 

Mileage  1988 

Number  of  Sessions  87 

Number  of  Dressings  657 


Total  cost  of  the  Scheme — £2,102/14/8. 

The  Department  acknowledges  with  gratitude  the  work  of  the  various 
organisations  connected  with  domiciliary  welfare  of  aged  persons  and  in 
particular  the  work  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  who  carry  out  the 
majority  of  this  work.  They  are  always  ready  to  help  in  many  ways  other 
than  those  mentioned  above,  such  as  clothing  and  furniture  for  homeless 
families.  Another  organisation  deserving  of  mention,  especially  in  the 
case  of  family  case  work,  is  that  of  S.S.A.F.A.  The  Department  has  had 
valuable  assistance  from  this  organisation  on  several  occasions  when  eviction 
is  threatened,  and  have  helped  to  clear  off  arrears  of  rent. 

Other  organisations  that  have  rendered  valuable  help  during  the  year 
are  the  British  Legion,  Toe  H,  Rotary  and  Round  Table  movements,  the 
latter  particularly  in  connection  with  their  gift  of  a television  to  Hafan 
Glyd,  Shotton,  and  a wireless  set  to  Y Gorlan,  Rhyl. 

I am  also  grateful  for  the  evening  car  rides  organised  during  the  sum- 
mer for  the  old  people  in  our  Homes  and  to  the  many  people  of  good  will 
who  brought  gifts  of  money  and  kind  at  Christmas  time,  and  organised 
concerts  both  at  Christmas  and  during  the  year. 

The  Clergy  of  all  denominations  have  been  particularly  faithful  in  their 
constant  ministration  and  in  the  holding  of  religious  services  in  our  Homes 
during  the  year. 
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Section  37  of  the  National  Assistance  Act ; 

Registration  of  Disabled  or  Old  Persons  Homes. 

Plas  Coed,  Dyserth  Road,  Rhyl,  24  females.  Proprietors,  The  Plas  Coed 
Management  Committee. 

Henshaws  Blind  Institution,  Rhyl,  24  males.  Proprietors,  Henshaws  Insti- 
tution, Manchester. 

Sandford,  Gronant  Road,  Prestatyn,  10  residents.  Proprietor,  Mrs.  M.  M. 
Holmshaw,  S.E.A.N. 

Prengwyn  Villas,  High  Street,  Dyserth,  4 residents.  Proprietor,  Mrs.  M. 
L.  Jones. 

Glyn  Abbott,  Bagillt  Road,  Holywell,  12  residents.  Proprietor,  Mrs.  A. 
E.  Maxfield,  S.R.N. 

Quarterly  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  satisfactory 
reports  were  made  in  every  case. 

In  the  case  of  Glyn  Abbott,  an  application  was  considered  for  a varia- 
tion of  the  number  of  beds  from  ten  to  twelve,  and  this  was  granted. 

Section  50,  National  Assistance  Act : Burials  and  Cremations — The  num- 
ber of  deaths  taking  place  in  the  Homes  during  1961  amounted  to  seventeen, 
and  in  seven  cases  it  was  necessary  for  the  Council  to  undertake  funeral 
arrangements.  Expenditure  in  this  field  amounted  to  £134/17/0,  and  the 
sum  of  £90/10/8  was  recovered  from  deceased  persons’  estates.  The  Council 
own  grave  spaces  at  Hawarden,  Prestatyn  and  Rhyl  Cemeteries  and  the 
funerals  are  carried  out  by  local  undertakers  with  due  reverence  and  respect 
for  the  deceased  and  any  relatives  they  may  have.  Fellow  residents  in  the 
charge  of  one  or  two  members  of  the  staff  always  attend,  if  possible,  and 
mourning  carriages  are  arranged  accordingly. 

General — The  following  conferences  were  attended  during  the  year  : — 

23rd  January — Conferences  held  at  Shrewsbury  arranged  by  the  Welsh 
Board  of  Health  of  Welsh  County  Welfare  Officers,  attended  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  and  myself. 

15th  and  16th  March — Conference  held  at  Church  House,  Westminster, 
on  Welfare  of  the  Aged,  arranged  by  the  County  Councils  Association 
and  Association  of  Municipal  Corporations  and  the  London  County 
Council. 

7th/9th  April — Week-end  Conference  arranged  by  the  Department  of 
Social  Science,  University  of  Nottingham,  on  the  teaching  of  Sociology, 
attended  by  Mr.  Dewi  Evans  and  myself. 
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3 1st  May — Conference  held  at  Colwyn  Bay,  arranged  by  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health  for  Welsh  County  Welfare  Officers,  attended  by  County 
Medical  Officer  and  myself  at  which  Dr.  G.  W.  Roberts  read  a paper  on 
Newer  Methods  of  Nursing  the  Elderly  at  Home,  with  particular 
reference  to  rehabilitation. 

13th  October — Conference  held  at  Cardiff,  arranged  by  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health  for  Welsh  County  Welfare  Officers,  at  which  I read  a paper 
on  the  Boarding  Out  Scheme  of  Elderly  Persons. 

The  Ambulance  Headquarters  relinquished  accommodation  at  the  County 
Welfare  Offices  on  the  31st  March,  1961,  and  enabled  the  Department  to 
utilise  the  entire  building  thus  relieving  me  of  the  former  overcrowded  con- 
ditions at  the  office. 

On  the  1st  December  two  of  the  Welfare  Officers  relinquished  their 
duties  as  Duly  Authorised  Officers  under  the  Mental  Health  Act  and  as- 
sumed full-time  welfare  duties.  They  will  now  be  able  to  concentrate  their 
entire  time  on  domiciliary  welfare  of  the  aged  and  on  problem  families  and 
will  thus  prevent  a large  number  of  persons  coming  into  care  by  arranging 
alternative  methods  in  conjunction  with  the  Health  Visitors. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Welfare  Committee,  Alderman  Dr.  B.  D.  Chowd- 
hury,  in  company  with  myself,  visited  all  the  Homes  for  the  Aged  on  Christ- 
may  Day  and  noted  with  pleasure  the  excellent  preparations  carried  out  by 
the  Matrons  and  staff  for  the  residents. 

In  conclusion,  may  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman 
of  the  Welfare  Committee  and  the  members,  together  with  the  Chairmen  of 
the  various  Sub  Committees  and  members,  for  their  support  and  encourage- 
ment in  the  administration  of  the  Welfare  Services  during  the  year. 

I would  also  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  administrative 
staff,  the  Area  Welfare  Officers  and  the  Staffs  of  the  Homes  for  their  loyalty 
and  assistance,  also  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Council  and  his  staff  and  those 
of  the  legal  department,  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  his  assistance  on 
all  medical  matters,  the  County  Architect  and  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  for 
arranging  regular  fire  prevention  inspections  and  fire  drills  at  all  our  Homes, 

T.  WESLEY  HUGHES, 


County  Welfare  Officer. 


